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PREFACE 


T O 
Dalby Thomas, &q:; 


One of the GommisS1ONERS 
for Managing His Majelty's 
Daties on Glaſs, &*c. 


S 1K, 
HITS Preface comes Direfted 
to you, not as Commiſſioner, &C. 
under whom T have the Honour 
to ſerve his Majeſty; nor as a Friend ; 
though 1 have great Obligations of that 
ſort alſo; but as the moſt proper Judge 
of the Subjefts Treated of, and more 
Capable than the greateſt part of Maine 
kind to Diſtnguiſh and Underſtand them, 
Books are uſt eful onlyto | uch whoſe Gent- 
us are ſuitable to the $ ubjett of them: Andto 
A 2 Dedicate 
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Dedicate a Book, of Projefs to a Perſon 
who had never concern d Voufa If to Think 
that way, would be like Muſick, to one 
that has no Ear. 

And yet Your having a Capacity to Judge 
of theſe things, no way brings You under 
the Deſpicable Title of a Projector, any 
more than knowing the Prattices and Sub- 
tleties of Wicked Men, makes a, Man 
guilty of their Crimes. 

The ſeveral Chapters of this Book, are 
the reſults of particular T houghts, occa- 
fron'd by Converſmg with the Publick Af- 
fairs durmg the preſent War with France. 
T be Loſſes and Caſualties which attend all 
Trading Nations in the World, when in- 
polved in ſo Cruel a War as a have 
reach'd us all, and T am none of the leaſt 
Sufferers ; if this has put me , as well 


as others , on Inventions and Projetts R 


fo much the Subject of this Book, 'tis no 


more than a proof of the Reaſon T vive 
for the gener al Projecting Flumour of the 
Nation. One 


ThePreface. It 

One unhappineſs Tlie under im the fol- 
lowing Book,, viZ. That having kept the 
pres" Part of it by me for 1 near Fiye 
Years, ſeveral of the Thoughts ſeem to be 
hit by other Hands, and ſome by the Pub- 
lick; which turns the tables upon me, as if 
T had Borrow d-from them. 

As particularly that of the Seamen , 
which you know well I had contriv d bong 
before the AF for Regiſtring Seamen was 
Proposd. And that of Educating Women, 
which T think my ſelf bound to Declare, 
was formd long before the Book call d 
Advice to the Ladies, was made Pub- 
lick s and yet I do not Write this to Mag- 
nify my own Invention, but to acquit my 
ſelf from Grafting on other People's 
Thoughts. If I have Treſpaſsd upon 
any Perſon i in the World, "tis upon Your 
ſelf, from whom T had ſome of the, Noti- 
ons about Count) Banks , and Fattories 
for Goods , in the Chapter of Banks z 
and yet 1 4b not think that my Propo- 


[al 
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ſal for the Women , or the Seamen , | 


claſhes at all, either with that Book, or 


the Publick method of Regiftring Seamen. 
T have been told ſince this was done, 


That my Propoſal for a Commiſſion X 
Enquiries into Bankrupt Eſtates, 1s 


Borrow d from the Dutch ; if there 's 
any thing like it among the Dutch, 
more than ever T knew, or know yet ; es 
if ſo, T hope 'tis no Objeftion againſt our 
having the ſame here, eſpecially if it be 
true, that "twou'd be þ publickly Beneficial 
as ts expreſs d. | 

What is faid of Friendly Societies, 
1 think. no Man will Diſpute with me, ſince 
one has met with ſo much Succeſs already 
in the Prattice of it, I mean, The 
Friendly Society for Widows, of which 
you have been pleasd to be a Governor. 
| Friendly Societies are Very extenſi ve, 
and as I have hinted, might be carrid on 
to many Particulare. I have omitted 
one which was mention 4 mn Diſcourſe 


with 
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with your ſelf; where a Hundred 


1, Tradeſmen, all of ſever al Trades, Agree 


together to Buy whatever they want 
of one another, and no where elſe, Prices 
and Payments to be ſettled among 'them- 
ſelves ; whereby every Man is ſure to have 
Ninety nine Cuſtomers , and can never 
want a Trade: And T cou'd have fill d up 
the Book with Inſtances of like nature , 
but T never deſig on d to tire the Reader with 
Particulars. 

The Propoſal of the Penſion-Office 
Jou will ſoon ſee offer d to th? Publick, as 
an Attempt for the Relief of the Poor ; 
which if it meets with Encouragement, 
will every way anſwer all the great T bings 
7 have ſaid of it. 

I had Wrote a oreat many. Sheets about 
the Coin, about bringing # in Plate to the 
Maint, and about our Standard ; but ſo 
many great Heads being upon * with 
fome of whom my Opinion does not agree, 
I wou'd not adventure to appear in Print 
upon that Subjeft. Ways 


” 
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Ways and Means alſo T have laid by on-- 
the ſame coxe. Only adhering to this one 


Point, That be it by Taxing the Wares 
they Sell, be it by Taxing them in Stock, 
be it by Compoſition, which, by the way, 
[ believe is the beſt; be it by what way ſ0- 
ever the Parliament pleaſe, the Retailers 
are the Men who ſeem to call upon us to 


be Taxd ; if not by their own extraor- 


dinary. good Circumſtances , thouzh that 
mizht bear it, yet by the contr ary m all 
other Degr ees of the Kingdom. © 

Beſides, the Retailers are the only men 
who cou d pay it with leaſt d aamage, becauſe 
it is in their power to levy it agam upon 
their Cuſtomers im the Prices of their 
Goods, and is no more than paying a h gher 


Rent for their Shops. 


T be gre Manufa&ures, eſpe- | 


cially fo far as re lates to the luland Trade, 


have never been tax d yet, and their 


Wealth or Number is not eaftly calcula- 
ted © Trade and Land has beer handled. 


rORgily 
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IJ 


| roughly enouth ; and theſe are the men_ 
who now lye as a Reſerve to carry on the 
Burthen of the War. 

Theſe are the Men, who, were the 
Land-Tax collefled as it ſhoud be , 
ought to pay the King more than that 
whole Bill ever produc d ; and yet theſe 
are the men who I think T may venture to 
ſay, do not pay a Twentieth part i in that 
Bull. 

Shou d the King appoint a Survey over 
the Aſſeſſors , and Indi all thoſe who 
were found faulty ; allowing a Re- 
ward to any Diſcoverer of an AﬀſeſSment 
made lower than the literal Senſe of the 
A& implies, What a Regiſter of Frauds 
and Connivaiices wou'd be found out | 

In a General Tax , if any ſhoud be 
excus d, 1 it ſhow d be the Poor, who are not 
abie Io pay, or at leaſt are pimth d 1 im the 
Nec fe ſary parts of Life by paying : And yet 
here a poor Labourer who works for 'Tielve- 
Pence or Eighteen-Pence a Day, does not 


drink, 
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drink a Pot of Beer, but pays the King a 


Tenth part for Exciſe ; and really pays more 


tothe King s Taxes1n a year, than a Coun- 
rey Shopkeeper , who us Alderman of the 
Town, worth perhaps [wo or T hree T hou- 
ſand Pounds, brews his own Beer, pays 
no Exciſe, and in the Land-Tax is rated 
it may be 100 |. and pays 1 1. 4s. per 
Annum : But ought , if the A& were 
put m due execution, to pay 36 I. per 
Ann. to the Rmeg. 


Tf T were to be askd how T woud re- 


medy this? I wou d anſwer, It ſhou'd be by 
ſome Method m which every man may be 
tax d im the due proportion to his Eſtate, 


and the Act put m execution, according to 


the trueIntent andMeaning of it; in order to 
which a Commiſſion ofAflelsment ſhow d 
be granted toTwelve Men, ſuch as His Ma- 
7eſty ſhou'd be well ſatisfied of, who ſhou d 
20 through the whole Kingdom, ' hree m 
a Body , and ſhoud make a new Aſ- 
ſeſgment of Perſonal Eſtates, not to 
meddle with Land. To 
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To theſe Aſſe ſſors ſhoud all the Old 
Rates, Par oy Poor-Rates , and 


Hiohway-Rates alſo be deliver od; and 
upon due Enquiry to be made ito the Ao 
ner of Living, and reputed Wealth of 
che People, the Stock, or Perſonal Eſtate 
of eve} Y man ſhoud be aſſe ſs d, without 
Connivance ; and he who 15 reputed to be 
worth a Thouſand Pound, ſhou d be tax'd 
at a Thouſand Pound; and ſo on : And 
he who was an over-grown Rich Tradef- 
man of Twenty Or "TD LY thouſand "WARY 
Eſtate, #h "ud be tax d ſo, and Plam 
Engl: {h and Plam Dealimg be prattis d 
indiffer ently throughout the Kimedom ; 
Tradeſmen and Landed men ſhou d have 
Netzhbours Fare , as we call it ; and a 
Rich Man fhou'd not be paſs d by when a 
Poor Man pays. 
We read of the Inhabitants of Con- 
{tantinople, that they ſuffer d their City 
to be loft, for want of COner ubuting 1 m time 
for its Defence ; and pleaded Poverty to 


their 
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their Generous Emperor , when he went 
from Houfe to Houſe to perſuade them, and 
yet when the Turks took it, the Prodigious 
Immenſe Wealth they found m it, mae em 
wonder at the ſordid Temper of the Cilttens. 

England ( with due Exceptions to 
the Parlament, and the Freedom where- 


with they have given to the Publick 


Charge ) is much like Conſtantinople 
we are nivolpd im a Dangzerous 08 
Chargeable, but withal a moſt Juſt and 
Neceſſary War, and the Richeſt and Mo- 
ney d Men m the Ribtion plead 1 Poverty; 


and the Frencmh , or King James , or 
the Devil may come for them, if they can 
but conceal their Eſtates from the Publick 


Notice, and get the Aſſe ſſors to tax them 
at an TREK" Rate. 


T beſe are the men this Commiſſion wou d 


diſcover 3 and here they ſhou d find men 
tax d at 5 00 |. Stock, who are worth 
20000 |. Here they ſhou d find a certain 
Rich Man near Hackney, rated to day 
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in the Tax-Book, at 1000 1. Stock, and 


to morrow offering 27 000 |. for an Eſtate. 

Here they ſhoud find Sir J---- C----- 
perhaps taxd to the King at 5000. 
ftock,, perbaps not ſo much , whoſe Caſh 
no man Can ceſs at : And multitudes of 
Inſtances I cou d give by name , without 
wrong to the Gentlemen. 

And not to run on in Particulars , T 
arm, T bat m the Land-Tax Ten certam 
Gentlemen im London put together , did 
not pay for half ſo much Perſonal Eſtate, 
call d Stock , as the pooreſt of them 1s 
reputed really to poſſeſs. 

I do not enquire at whoſe door this 
Fraud muſt lye , tis none of my buſmeſs. 

I wiſh they wou'd ſearch into it, whoſe 
Power can puniſh it. But this with Sub- 
miſſion T preſume to ſay ; 

The King is thereby defrauded and hox- 
ribly abusd ; the true Intent and Mean- 
TH of Acts of Pariament evaded ; the 
Nation ivoly'd in Debt by fatal Deficien- 

CieS 
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_ ctes and Intereſts ; Fellow-Subje& abus d, 
and new Inventions for Taxes occaſt 20n d. 
T.he laſt Chapter im this Book ts a Pro- 
 poſal about entring all the Seamen in Eng 
| land mito the Kings Pay; a Subjeft 
which deſerves to be enlarg d into a Book 
it ſelf ; and T have a little Yolume of Cal- 
culations and Particulars by me on that 
Head, but I thought them too long to pub- 
liſh. In ſhort, Tam perſuaded, was that 
Method propos d to thoſs Gentlemen to 
whom ſuch things belong, the greateſt Sum 
of Money might be raisd by it , with the 
leaſt Injury to thoſe who pay it, "that ever 
was or will be. during the War. © 
 _ Projectors, they ſay, are reneralh to 
be taken with allowance of one half at leaſt; 
they always have. their mouths full of Mil- 
lions, and talk big of their own Propoſals; 
and has efore 1 have not expos d the vaſt 
Sums my Caleulations amount to, but 1 
venture to Jo I could procure eFowen fuch 
a Propoſal as this at T hreeMillions perAnn. 
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and give very good Security for Payment ; 


ſuch an Opinion T have of the Value of 


ſuch a Method ; and when that 1s done , 


the Nation won d get T hree more by pay- 
ing it ; which 1s very ſtrange , but might 
eaſily be made out. 

In the Chapter of Academies, T have 
yentur d to reprove the Vicious Cuſtom of 


Swearmg : Tfhall make no Apology for the 


Fatt ; for no man ought to be aſham'd of 


| expoſing what all men ought to be aſham d 


of pratiiſmg : But methinks T ſtand cor- 
rected by my own Laws a little, im forcing 
oY 
the Reade) [0 repeal fome of the worſt of 
our YVulgar Imprecations, in reading my 
Thoughts againſt it: To which, however, 
I have this to reply ; 
Firſt, I did not find it eaſy to expreſs 


what 1 mean, without putting down the 


very Words, at leaſt not ſo as to be very 
Intellivible. 


Secondly, Why ſhould Words repeated 
only to expoſe the Vice , taint the Reader, 


more 
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more than a Sermon preach d againſt Lewd= 
neſs ſhould the Aſſembly ; for of neceſſity 
it leads the Hearer to the T houghts of 
the Fa&t ; but the Morality of every Action 
lies in the End, and if the Reader by ill 
uſe renders himſelf guilty of the Fatt in 
Reading , which [ deſign d to expoſe by 
Writmg, the Fault is his, not mine. 

T have endeaveur d every where m this 
Book, to be as Conciſe as poſſible , ex- 
cept where Calculations oblis d me to be 
particular ; and having avoided Imperti- 
nence in the Book, I wou d avoid it too 
in the Preface ; and therefore ſhall break 


off with ſubſcribing my ſelf, 


STR; 


Your molt Obliged, 


Humble Servant, 


D. F 
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SEceſlity, which 1s al- | 
Z low'd to be the Mo- 
ther of Invention, has 
ſo violently agitated 
the Wits of men at 
AD -.1_-_ -. 
this time, that it ſeems 
not at all improper, by way, of di- 
ſtinction, to call it, The Projettmg 
Age. For tho in times of War and 
Publick Confuſions, the like Humour 
of Invention has ſeem'd to ſtir ; yet, 
without being partial ro the preſent, 
it is, I think, no Injury to ſay, the paſt 
Ages have never come up to the de- 
gree of ProjeCting and Inventing, as 
it refers to Matters of Negoce , and 
B Me 
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Methods of Civil Polity , which we 
{ee this Age arriv & to. 

Nor 1s 1it a hard matter to aſſign 
probable Caufes of the Perfection 
in this Modern Art. I am not of their 
melancholy Opinion , who alcribe it 
ro the general Poverty of the Natiorr : 5 
{ſince þ believe tis ealy to prove, he 
Nation it ſelf, raking, it as one Gene- 
ral Stock., is not at all dimimi{h'd. ov 
impoveriſh d by this Long, this 
Chargeable War ; but on the contra-' 
ry, was never Richer, {ince it was 1n- 
habited. 

Nor am I -bfohaely of hs Opini- 
on, that we are ſo happy as to be 
Wiſer in this Age, than our Fore- 
fachers tho' at the ſame time I muſt 
own , Tome parts of Knowledge in 
Ne as well as Art, has received 
Improvements 1 in this Ape, alrogether 
conceal'd\ from the Gems 


The 
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The Art of War, which I take to 
be the higheſt Perſoction of Human 
Knowledge , iS 4a ſufficient Proof of 
what I ſay , eſpecially in conducting 

Armies , and in offenſive Engines ; 
witneſs tha new ways of Mines, * Rea 
gades , Entrenchments, Attacks, E- 
lodgments, andalong Ei Cetera of New 
Inventions which want Names, . pra- 

Ctiſed - in Sieges and Encampments ; 
witneſs the new ſorts of Bombs me 
unheard-of Mortars, of Seven to Ten 
Ton Weight, with which ,our Fleets 
ſtanding ewo or three Miles off at 
Sea, can imitate God Almighty him- 
fell, and rain Fire and Brimſtone out 
of Heaven, as it were, upon Towns 
built On fk firm Land; witneſs alſo 
our new-invented Child of Hell , tne 
Machine , which carries Thuader | 
Lightning, and Earthquakes in irs 
B 2 Bowels, 


4 Introgudion. 
Bowels , and tears up the moſt im- 
pregnable Fortihcations. 

Bur if I would ſearch for a Cauſe, 
from whence it comes to pals that this 
Age ſwarms with ſuch a multitude of 
Projectors more than uſual ; who be- 
{1des the Innumerable Conceptions 
which dye in the. bringing forth, and 
(like Abortions of the Brain)only come 
into the Air, and diffolve, do really 
every day produce new Contrivances, 
Engines, and Projects to get Money 
never before thoughe of; if, I fay, 1 
would examine whence - 5h comes to 
paſs, it muſt be thus : 

The Lofles and Depredations which | 
this War brought with it at firſt, were 
exceeding many , ſuffer d chiefly by 
the I} Conduct of Merchants them- 
ſelves, who did not apprehend the 
Danger to be really what it was : For 


before Our r ASH could pollibly 
ſettle 
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ſettle Convoys, Cruiſers, and Stations 
for Men of War all over the World, 
the French cover d the Sea with their 
Privateers, and took an incredible 
number of our Ships. I have heard 
the Loſs computed by thoſe who pre- 
tended they were able to guels, at 
above Fifteen Millions of Pounds fter- 


ling, in Ships and Goods, in the firlt 


two or three Years of the War: A 
Sum, which if put into French, would 
make ſuch a rumbling Sound of 
great Numbers , as would fright a 
weak Accomptant out of his belief, 
being no leſs than One hundred and 
Ninety Millions of Livres. The weight 
of this Lols fell chiefly on the Tra- 
ding Part of the Nation; and amonglt 
them, on the Merchants; and amongſt 
them again upon the moſt rehn'd Ca- 
pacities , as the Inſurers, exc. And an 
incredible number of the beſt Mer- 

B 3 chants 
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chants in the Kingdom ſunk under the 
Load ; as may appear 4 little by a 
Bill which ONCe pals d the Houſe of 
Commons , for the Reliet of Mer- 
chant-lnſurers., who had ſuffered by 
the War with ; Febg IT a great ma- 
ny fell , much greater were the num- 
ber of inks who felt a ſenſible Ebb 
of their Fortunes, and with difficulty 
bore up under the Loſs of great part 
of their Eſtates. Thele , prompted 
by Neceſlity, rack their Wirs for New 
Contrivances, New Inventions, New 
Trades, Stocks , Projects , 0 any 
thing _ retrieve oh deſperate Credit 
of their Fortunes. Thar this is pro- 
bable' to be the Cauſe , wall appear 
furrher thus France , hs I do not 
believe all the oreat Ofne cries we make 
of their Miſery and Diſtreſs, it one 
half of which be true, they are Cer- 


cainly | the beſt Subjects | in the world ; 
yer 
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yet without queſtion has felc its ſhare 
_ of the Loſſes and Damages of the 
War ; But the Poverty there falling 
chiefly on the Poorer ſort of People, 
they have not been ſo fruitful in In- 
ventions and Practices of this nature, 
their Genius being quite of another 
{train. 2 for the Gentry and more 
capable ſort, the firſt thing a French 
man flies to in his diſtreſs, is the Ar- 
my ; and he ſeldom comes back from 
thence to Get an Eſtate by painful 
Induſtry , but either has his Brains 
knock d out, or makes his Fortune 
there. 
It Induſtry be in any Buſineſs re- 
warded with ſucceſs, tis in the Mer- 
chandizing Part of the World, who 
indeed may more truly be ſaid to live 
by their Wits than any people whatſo- 
ever. All Foreign Negoce , tho to 


ſome "tis a plain road by the help of 
B 4 Cu- 


Fo Tntrodufion. 

Cuſtom, yet it is in its beginning all 
Project, Contrivance, and Invention. 
Every new Voyage the Merchant con- 


erives, 18 a Project ; and Ships are {ent 
ney Port to Port, as Markets and 


 Merchandizes differ by the help of 


ſtrange and Lina) Intelligence ; 
wherein ſome are {o exquilite, ſo ſwiſt, 
and ſo exact, that a Merchant ring 
at'home in Ti Counting-houle , 
once converlſes with all Parts 4 Fe 
known World. This, and Travel, 
makes a "True-bred Ter anc he 
moſt Intelligent Man in the World, 
and conſequently the moſt capable , 
when urg d by Neceſſity, to Contrive 
New Ways to live. And from hence, 
| humbly conceive, may very properly 
| be derivd the Projetts, ſo much the 
Subject of the preſent Diſcourſe. And 
T6 BN fort of men tis eaſy to trace the 
Original of Banks , Stacks , Stock- 
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jobbing, Aflurances, Friendly Socie- 
ties, Lotteries, and the like. 

To this may be added, the long 
annual Enquiry in the Houſe of Com- 
mons for Ways and Means, which has 
been, a particular movement to ſer all 
the Heads of the Nation at work; and 
[ appeal, with ſubmiſſion,to the Gentle- 
men of that Honourable Houle, if the 
oreateſt part of all the Ways and 
Means, out of the common road of 
Land-Taxes, Polls, and the like, 
have not been handed to them from 
the Merchant, and in a great meaſure 
Paid by em too. 

However I offer this but as an Eflay 
at the Original of this prevaling Hu- 
mour of the People; and as 'tis pro- 
bable ſo, tis alſo poſſible to be other- 


wile ; which I ſubmit to future de- 
monſtration. 


Ot 
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Of the ſeveral ways this Faculy of 
Projecting have exerted it ſelf, and of. 
the various Methods, as the Genius of 
the Authors has inclin d, I have been 
a diligent Obſerver, and in moſt an 
unconcern'd Spectator; and, perhaps, 
have ſome advantage from thence 
more eaſily to diſcover the faux Pas of 
the Actors. It I have given an Eſlay 
towards any tning New, or made 
Diſcovery to advantage of any Con- 
rrivance now on foot, all Men are at the 
liberty to make uſe of the Improve- 
ment ; if any Fraud is diſcoverd, as 
now practisd, tis without any parti- | 
cular Reflection upon Parties or Per- 
{ons. 

Projefts of the nature I Treat 
about, are doubtleſs in general of pub- 
lick Advantage, as they tend to Im- 
provement of "Trade, and Employ- 
ment of the Poor, and the Circulati- 
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on and Increaſe of the publick Stock 
of the Kingdom ; bur this is ſuppos'd 
of ſach as are built on the honeſt Ba- 
ſis of Ingenuity and Improvement : 
in which, tho' Ile allow the Author to 
aim primarily at his own Advantage, 
yet with the circumſtances of Publick 
Benefit added. 

Wherefore 'tis neceſlary to diſtin- 
guiſh among the Projects of the pre- 
ſent times, between the Honeſt and 
the Dithonelt. 

There are, and that too many, 
tair pretences of fine Dilcoveries, new 
inventions, Engines, and I know not 
what, which being advanc d in Noti- 
on, and talk'd up to great things to 
be perform'd when ſuch and ſuch 
Sums of Money {hall be advancd, 
and fuch and ſuch Engines are made, 
nave raisd the Fancies of Credulous 
People to ſuch height, that mcerly 

ON 
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on the ſhadow of Expectation, they 
have form d: Companies, choſe Com- 
mittees , appointed Officers , Shares, 
and Books, rais d great Stocks, and 
crid up an empty Notion to has de- 
gree, that People have been betray d 
to part with their Money for Shares in 
2 New-Nothing; and when the In- 
ventors have carrid on the Jeſt till 
they have Sold all their own Intereſt, 
they leave the Cloud to vanith of it 
telt, and the poor Purchaſers tro Quar- 
rel with one another, and go to Law 
about Settlements, Transfercings, and 
jome Bone or other thrown among 
em by the Subtlety of the Author, 
0 kay the blame of the Miſcarriage 
pon themſelves. Thus the Shares at 
hrft begin to fall by degrees, and 
happy 1s he that Sells in time ; ll 
like Braſs Money it will go art laſt for 
nothing ar all. So have I ſeen Shares 
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in Joint-Stocks, Patents, Engines, and 
Undertakings, blown up by the 
air of great Words, and the Name 
of ſome Man of Credit concerned, to 
100 (. for a 5ooth. Part, or Share , 
ſome more, and at laſt dwindle a- 
way, Ull ir has been Stock-Jobbd 
down to 10, 12,9, 81. a Share, and 
at laſt no Buyer ; that 1s, in ſhort, 
the fine new word for Nothing-worth, 
and many Families ruind by the 
Purchaſe. If I ſhould name Linnen- 
Manufa&tures, Saltpeter-Works , Copper= 
Mines, Diving-Engmes, Dippmg, and 
the like, for inſtances of this, I ſhou'd, 
[ believe, do no wrong to Truth, or 

to ſome Perſons roo viſibly guilty. ' 
I might go on upon this Subject to 
expole the Frauds and Tricks of Stock- 
Jobbers, Engineers, Patentees , Commit- 
tees, with thoſe Exchange-Mountebanks 
wevery properly call Brokers; but have 
10T 


I 4. IntroalitHon, 
not Gatil enough for ſuch a work; blit 
as a general rule of cautionto thoſe who 
wou'd not be Trick'd our of their 
Eſtates by ſuch Pretenders to New 
Inventions, let them obſerve, Thar 
All (ith People who may be ſuſpetted 
of Deſign, have afluredly this in their 
Propoſal, Your Money to the Author 
mult go before the Experiment : And 
here IT could give a very diverting Hi- 
ftory of a Patent-Monger , whole 
Cully was no body but my elf; bur 
T refer 1t to another occaſion. 

Bue this is no reaſon why Invention 


upoir honeſt foundations, and' to fair 


purpoſes, ſhou'd' not be encourag'd ; 


no, nor why the Author of any ſuch 


fair Contrivanczs ſhould not reap the 
harveſt of his own Ingenuity ; our 
Acts of Parliment for granting 
Patents to firſt Inventors for Four- 
reen years, is a'ſufficient acknowledg- 
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ment of the due regard which ought 
to be had to ſuch as find out any 
thing which may be of publick Ad- 
Vantage ; new Diſcoveries in Trade; 
in Arts -und Myſteries, of Manuti- 
curing Goods, or [Improvement of 
Land, are withom: queſtion of as great 
benefic, as any Diſcoveries made in 
the W cules of Nature by all the Aca- 
demies and Royal Societies in the world. 

There is, 'tis true, a great differ- 
ence between New Irventions and Pro- 
jets, between Improvement of Ma- 
nufactures or Lands, which tend to 
the immediate Benefit of the Publick, 
and Imploying of the Poor; and 
Projects tram d by ſubtle Heads, with 
a ſort of a Deceptio Viſus, and Leger de- 
main, to bring Gor an to run needleſs 
and NOT hazards : I grant it, and 
ove a due reference to the firſt; and 


vet Succels has ſo ſanaifh'd HR of 
thole 
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thoſe other ſorts of Projects, that 
twou'd be a kind of Blaſphemy a- 
oainſt Fortune to diſallow 'em; wit- 
neſs Sir Willam Phipss Voyage to the 
Wreck ; twas a mere Project, a Lot- 
tery of a Hundred thouſand tro One 
odds ; a hazard, which if it had fail'd, 
every body woud have been aſham'd 
to have own'd themſelves concern'd 
in; a Voyage that woud have been 
as much ridicul'd as Don Ouixot s Ad- 
venture upon the Windmill : Bleſs us ! 
that Folks ſhould go Three thouſand 
Miles tro Angle in the open Sea for 
Pieces of Eight ! why, they wou'd 
have made Ballads of it, and the 
Merchants wou'd have ſaid of every 
unlikely Adventure, "Twas like Phips 
his Wreck-Voyage ; but it had Suc- 
cels, and who reflects upon the Pro- 
lIecrt ? 
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Nothing's ſo partial as the Laws of Fate, 

Erecting Blockbeads to ſuppreſs the Great. 

Sir Francis Drake the Spaniſh Plate- 
Fleet Won, 

He had been a Pyrate if he had got none. 

Sir Walter Rawleigh ſtrove, but miſs d 
the Plate, 

And therefore Did a Traytor to the State. 


Endeavour bears a Value more or leſs, 
Juſt as tis recommended by Succeſs : 
The lucky Coxcomb ev'ry Man will prize, 
And Proſp rous Actions always paſs for Wije. 


However,this ſort of Projects comes 
under no Reflection as to their Ho- 
neſty, ſave that there is a kind of Ho- 
nelty a Man owes to iimfelt and to 
his Family, that prohibits him chrow- 
Ing away his Eſtate in impracticabte, 
1myrobable Adventures; bur ſtill lome 
hit even of the moſtunlikely, of which 
this was one, of Sir William Phips, who 

C brought 
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brought home a Cargo of Silver of 
near 200000 [. flerlmg, in Pieces of 
Ejohr, hih'd up our of the open Sea 
remote from any ſhore, from an old 
Spartfh Ship which had been funk 


above Forty Years. 
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Hiſtory of Projeas. 


HEN I ſpeak of Wri- 
ting a HH; + a of Projetts, 
I do not mean either of 


the Introduction of, or Continuing 
neceſſary Inventions, or the Improve- 
ment of Arts __ Sciences before 
known ; but a ſhort Account of Pro- 
jects, re Projecting, as the Word is 
allow'd in the oeneral Acceptation at 
this preſent time, and I need nor go 
far back for the Original of the Pra- 
Ctice. 

Invention of Arts with Engines 
and Handycraft Inſtruments for their 
improvement, requires a Chronology 

Is 25, as 
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as far back as the Eldeſt Son of 
Adam, and has to this day afforded 
{ome new Diſcovery in every Age. 

The Building of the Ark by Noah, 
ſo far as you will allow it a laman 
Work, was the firit Project I read of; 
and no queſtion ſeem'd fo eliculons 
to the Graver Heads of that Wiſe, 
tho: Wicked Age, that poor Noah was 
ſufficiently banterd for it; and had 
he not been ſet on work by a, very pe- 
culiar Dire&tion from Heaven, the 
Good old Man would certainly Have 
been laugh 4 out of 1 it, as a molt ſenſe- 
leſs ridiculous Project. 

The Building of Babel was a Right 
Project ; for indeed the true definition 
of a Project, according to Modern 
Accepration,. 1s, as 1s faid before, A 
valt Undertaking, ro0 big to be ma- 
nag'd, and FS. likely enough to 
Come to nothing ; ; and yet as great as 

_ they are, 'tis certainly true of 'em all, 
even 
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upon Projeds. 2L 
even as the Projectors propoſe ; that 
according to the old tale, It ſo many 
Eggs are harch'd, there will be ſo ma- 
ny Chickens, and thoſe Chickens may 
lay ſo many Eggs more, and thoſe 
Eggs produce ſo many Chickens more, 
and ſo on. "Thus 'twas moſt certain- 
ly true, That it the People of che Old 
World cou'd have Built a Houle up 
to Heaven, they ſhou'd never be 
Drown'd again on Earth, and they on- 


ly had forgot to Meaſure the Heighth, 


that is, as in other Projects, 1t only 


Miſcarrid, or elſe 'twoud have Suc- 
ceeded. mn 

And yet when all's done, that very 
Building, and the incredible Heighth 


It was carrid, is a Demonſtration of 


the vaſt Knowledge of that Infant- 
Age of the World, who had no ad- 


vantage of the Experiments or Inven- 
tion of any before themſelves. 


C 2} Thus 
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Thus when our Fathers touch d with Guilt, 

That Huge Stupendious Stair-Caſe 
Built ; 

We Mack indeed the fruitleſs Enterprize, 

For fr witleſs Actions ſeldom paſs for Wipes; 

But were the Migh: y Ruins left, they d 
ſhow, 


To what Degree that Untaught Age did 
Know. 


| believe a very diverting Account 
might be given of this, but I ſhall 
not attempt It. Saenhl are apt to 
lay with Solomon, No new thing happens 
under the Sun, bat what 1s, has been ; 
yet I make no queſtion "ke ſome ak 
{1derable Diſcovery has been made in 
theſe latter Ages, and Inventions of 
Human Original produc'd, which the 
World was ever without before, ei- 
cher in whole, or in part; and 1 99 


only to two Candingl Points, the uſe 


of the Load-ſtone at Sea, and the 
uſe 2 


"Ie, Cl- 
[ refer 
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uſe of Gunpowder and Guns ; both 
which, as to the Inventing-part , 
I believe the World owes as ablolutely 
to thoſe particular Ages, as it does 
the Working in Braſs and Iron to Tu- 
bal Cain, or the Inventing of Mulick 
to Jubal his Brother. As to Engines 
and Inſtruments for Handycraic-Men, 
this Age, I dare ſay, can ſhow fuch 
as never were ſo much as thought of, 
much leſs imitated betore ; for 1 do 
not call that a real Invention which 
has ſomething before done like it, | 
account that more properly an Im- 
provement. For Handycratt Inſtru- 
ments, I know none owes more to 
true genuine Contrivance, without bor- 
rowing from any former uſe, than a 
Mechanick Engine contrivd in our 
time,call'd, 4 Knitting Frame,which builr 
with admirable Symetry, works really 
with a very happy Succeſs, and may 
be obſery'd by the Curious to have 
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more than ordinary Compoſition; for 
which I refer to the Engine it ſelf, to be 
ſeenin every Stocking-Weaver $ Garret. 
[ ſhall trace the Original of the 
Projecting Humour that now reigns, 
no farther back than the Year 1680. 
dating its Birth as a Monſter then, 
tho by times it had indeed fome- 
thing of life in the time of the late 
Civil War. I allow, no Age has 
Deen altogether withour ſomething 
of this nature ; and ſome very hap- 
py Projects ar left” to us as a taſte 
WF their Succeſs ; as the Water-houles 
r ſnpplyin Sg of the City of London 
Wit vich Water ; and fince thar, the New- 
River, 5 very Conſiderable Under- 
cakings, and Perfect Projects, adven- 
tur'd on the riique of Succeſs. In the 
Reign of King Charles the Firſt, infinite 
Projects were {er on foot forRailingMo- 
ney without a Parhament; Oppreſling 
by Monopolies, and Privy Seals; bur 
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theſe are excluded our Scheme, asIrre- 
oularities; for thus the French are as 
fruitful in Projects as we ; and theſe 
are rather Stratagems than Projects. 
Aﬀeer the Fire of London , the Contri- 
vance of an Engine to Quench Fires, 
was a Project the Author was ſaid to 
cet well by, and we have found to be 
very uſeful. But about the Year 1680. 
began the Art and Myſtery of Proje- 
cting to creep into the World. Prince 
Rupert, Uncle to King Charles the Se- 
cond, gave great Encouragement to 
that part of it that reſpe&ts Engines, 
and Mechanical Motions ; and Biſhop 
Wilkins added as much of the Theory 
to it, as writing a Book could do: 
The Prince has left us a Metal call'd 
by his Name; and the firſt Proje&t 
upon that was, as I remember, Caſting 
of Guns of that Metal, and boring 
them; done both by a peculiar Method 
of his own, and which died with him, 


co 
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ro the great loſs of the Undertaker, who fol 
to that purpole had, with no ſmall io 

Charge, erected > Water-Mill at Hack- \, 

ney-Marfſh, known by the name of the jet 
Temple-Mill : Which Mill very happily  Fndi0 
perform'd all parts of the Work; and xrbel 
[ have ſeen of thole Guns on board ir Capt 
the Royal Charles, a Firſt-rate Ship, lim; Wt 
being of a Reddiſh Colour, different | OreatM 
either from Braſs or Copper. | have * bmeth 
heard fome Reaſons of State aflign'd, | mediate 
why that Project was not permit= lat, 
ted to go forward; but I omit { tomk 


them, Leonards [ igh<ay no good Au- em {00 
chority for it : After this, we ſaw a The 
Floating Machine, to be wrought with "el knd 
Horſes Tor the Towing of Great Ships | mi 


both againſt Wind and Tide; and M4, 


another for the raiſing of Ballaſt ve lnjy 

which, as unperforming Engines, had | Pang 

che La ot being Made, Expos d, - Juke 

Trid, and laid by, before the Prince ; Liver 
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If thus we introduce it into the 
World under the Conduct of that 
Prince ; when he died , 'twas left a 
hopeleſs Brat, and had hardly any 
Hand to own it, till the Wreck-Voy- 
age before-noted, perform d ſo happily 
by Captain Phips, afterwards Sir Wil- 
liam; whoſe ſtrange Performance let a 
oreat many Heads on work to contrive 
ſomething for themſelves; he was im- 
mediately follow'd by my Lord Mor- 
dant, Sir John Narborough, and others 
from ſeveral Parts, whole Succeſs made 
'em ſoon weary of the Work. 

The Project of the Penny-Pot, 1o 
well known, and f{Ull practisd, I can- 
not omit ; nor the Contriver Mr.Dock- 
wra, who has had the honour to have 
the Injury done him in that Afﬀair, re- 
paird in ſome meaſure by the publick 
And the 
Experiment proving it to be a Noble 
and Uſeful Deſign, the Author muſt 


be 
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be remembred, where-ever mention is 
made of that Afﬀair, to his very great 
Reputation. 

"Twas no queſtion a great hardſhip 
for a man to be Maſter of ſo fine a 
Thought, that had both the Eſſential 
Ends of a Projet 1n it , Publick Good, 
and Private Advantaze ; and that the 
Publick ſhou'd reap the benefit, and 
te Author be left out; the Injuſtice 
of which, no doubt, diſcourag'd many 
a Good Deſign : Bur fince an Altera- 
tion in Publick Circumſtances has re- 
coverd the loſt Attribute of Juſtice, the 
like ts not to be feard. And Mr. Dock- 
wra has had the ſatisfaction to lee the 
former Injury diſown'd, and an ho- 
nourable Return made even by them 
who did not the Injury , in bare re- 
ſpect to his Ingenuity. 

_ A while before this, ſeverai Peo- 
ple, under the Patrqnage of ſome 
great Perſons , had engagd in Plant- 
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ing of Forcign Collonies ; as William 
Pen , the Lord Shaftsbury, Dr. Cox , 
and others, in Penftlyania, Carola , 


x hardly Eaſt and Weſt Jerſey , and the like 
f fo fr; places; which I do not call Pro- 


Mentiq; 
Y oy Mltz 


nefir, an 
e [njulti 
ag d man 
an Alter 


es has re: 


b Ef: jects, becauſe 'twas only prolecu- 
lick Gy ting what had been formerly be- 
d that gun : Burt here began the form- 


ing of publick Joint-Stocks, which , 
rogerher with the Eaſt-India, African, 
and Hud{on's-Bay Companies, before 
eftabliſh'a, begot a New Trade, which 
we call by a new Name, Stock-obbing, 


ſtice, the which was ac firſt only the ſimple Occa- 
Mr.Do; fhonalTransterring of Intereſt andShares 
to feet from one to another, as Perſons alie- 
id an» nated their Eſtates ; but by the Indu- 
enby the {try of the Exchange-Brokers, who 
n bare got the buſineſs into their hands, it 
became a Trade ; and one. perhaps 

vera kd  mManagd with the greateſt Incriegue, 
oe of ln Artifice, and Trick , that ever any 
1 in Plow fhing chat appear'd with a face of Ho- 
x nelty 
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neſty could be hand['d with ; for 
while the Brokers held the Box, they 
made the whole Exchange the Game- 
ſters, and rais'd and lower the Prices 
of Stocks as they pleasd; and always 
had both Buyers and Sellers who 
ſtood ready innocently to commit 
their Money to the mercy of_ their 


Mercenary "Tongues. "This Upſtarr of 


a Trade having taſted the ſweetneſs of 


Succeſs which generally attends a No- 
vel Propoſal , introduces the Illigiti- 


mate wandring Object I ſpeak of, as 
a proper Engine to find Work for the 


Brokers. Thus Stock-Jobbing nurs'd 
Projecting, and Projecting in return 
has very diligently pimp'd for its Foſter- 
parent, till both are arriv'd to be Pub- 
lick Grievances; and indeed are now 
ajmolt grown ſcandalous. 
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Of PRojJEcTORSs. 


AN is the worlt of all God's 
Creatures to ſhift for himſelf ; 
no other Animal is ever ſtarvd to 
death ; Nature without, has provided 
them both Food and Cloaths; and 
Nature within, has placd an Inſtin&t 
that never fails to direct them to pro- 
per means for a ſupply ; but Man 
muſt either Work or Starve, Slave or 
Dye; he has indeed Reaſon given him 
to direct him, and few who follow 
the Dictates of that Reaſon come to 
{uch unhappy Exigencies ; but when 
by the Errors of a Mans Youth 
he has reducd himſelf ro ſuch 
a degree of Diſtreſs, as to be abfo- 
Jurely without Three things, Money , 
Friends, and Health, he Dies 1n a 
Ditch, or in ſome worle place, an 
Flojpual. 
'Ten 
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Ten thouſand ways there are to 
bring a Man to this, and but very 
tew to bring him out again. 

Death is the univerſal Deliverer, and 
therefore ſome who want Courage to 
bear what they ſee before 'em, Hang 
themſelves for fear ; for certainly Self- 
deſtruction is the effect of Cowardice 
in the higheſt extream. 

Others break the Bounds of Laws 
to latisfy that general Law of Nature, 
and turn open Thieves, Houſe-breakers, 
Highway-men, Clippers, Coiners, ec. 
ull they run the length of the Gallows, 
and ger a Deliverance the neareſt way 
at St. Tyburn. 

Others being maſters of more Cun- 
ning than their Neighbours, turn their 
Thoughts to Private Methods of Trick 
and Cheat, a Modern way of Thueve- 
ing, every jot as Criminal, and in 
fome degree worle than the other , 
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with Qi pretences ro part from their 
Money, and then left to take their 
Courle with the Author, who ſculks 
behind the curtain of a Prote&ion, Or 
in the Mint or Friars, and bids defi- 
ance as well to Honeſty | as the Law. 

Others yet urgd by the ſame ne- 
ceſlity, turn their thoughts to Honeſt 

Inverition , founded upon che Platz 
form of Ingenuity and Integrity; 

Theſe two laſt .ſorts are thoſe we 
call Projettors; and as there was always , 
more Geeſe than Swans, the number of 
the latter are very :nconfideretsle in 
compariſon of the former; and as 
the - greater number denominates the 
leſs, the juſt Contempt we have of 
oh former ſort, beſpatters the other, 
who like Sudibile bear the reproach 
of other Peoples Crimes. 

A meer Projector then 1s a Con- 
remptible thing, driven by his own 
deſperate Fortune to ſuch a Streight, 

__ thax 
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that he muſt be deliver d by a Mira- 
cle, or Starve; and when he has beat 
his Brains for ſome ſuch Miracle in 
vain, he finds no remedy bur to paint 
up fome Bauble or other, as Players 
make Puppets talk big , to ſhow like a 
ſtrange thing, and then cry it up for 
a New Invention, gets a Patent for it, 
divides it into Shares, and they muſt 
be Sold; ways and means are not 
wanting to Swell the new Whim 
to a yait Magnitude; "Thouſands, and 
Hundreds of thouſands are the leaſt 
of his diſcourſe, and ſometimes Mil- 
lions ; till the Ambition of ſome ho- 
neſt Coxcomb is wheed['d to part 
with his Money for it, and then 


=-===--= Naſcitur ridiculus mus. 


the Adventurer is left to carry on the 
Project, and the Projector laughs at 


him. "The Diver ſhall walk at the 
borrom 
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bottom of the Thames ; the Saltpeter- 
Maker {hall Build Tom T---ds Pond 
into Houſes; the Engineers Build Mo- 
dels and Windmills to draw Water, 
till Funds are raisd.to carry it on, by 
Men who have more Money than 
Brains, and then good night Patent 
and Invention; the Projector has done 
his buſineſs, and is gone. 

Bur the Honeſt Projector is he, who 
having by fair and plain principles of 
Senſe, Honeſty, and Ingenuity, brought 
any Contrivance to a ſuitable Perte- 
ction, makes out what he pretends to, 
picks no body's pocket, puts his Pro- 
ject in Execution, and contents him- 
ſelf with the real Produce, as the pro- 
hr of hislavention, Dm 
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Of BANKS: 
FZ ANKS, without queſtion, if 


rightly manag'd, are, or may 
be, of great Advantage, eſpecially to 
a Trading People, as the Engliſh are ; 
and among many others, this is a 
particular caſe in els that Bene- 
hr appears, That they bring down Al 
the Intereſt of Money, and rake from Ca 
the Goldſmiths, Scriveners, and others, | Or 
who have command of running Cath, w_ 
their molt delicious Trade of making 2 
advantage of the neceſiities of the my 
Mirchanc , in extravagant Diſcounts, aud 
and Prennis s for advance of Money, ks 
when either large Cuitoms or Foreign 
Remittances, call for Disburſements be- 
yond his common Ability ; for by 
the ealincls of Terms on LIL the 
Merchant may have Money, he is en- 
courag'd to venture further in Trade 
than 
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than otherwiſe he would do ; not but 
chat there are other great advantages 
a Royal Bank might procure in this 
Kingdom, as has. been ſeen in part by 
this, As advancing Money to the Ex- 
chequer upon Parhtamentary Funds and 
Securities, by which in time of a War 
our Preparations for any Expedition 
need nor be in danger of Miſcarriage 
for want of Money, though the Taxes 
raisd be not ſpeedily paid , nor the 
Exchequer burchen'd with the exceſhive 
Intereſts paid in former Reigns upon 
Anticipations of the Revenue ; Land- 
ed Men might be ſupplied with Mo- 
neys upon Securities on ealier Terms, 
which would prevent the Loſs of mul- 
titudes of Eſtates, now ruin'd and de- 
vourd by inſolent and mercileſs Mort- 
Gagees and the like. Bur now we un- 
happily ſee a Royal Bank Eftabliſh'd 
by Act of Parliament, and another 
with a large Fund upon the Orphans 

D p Stock ; 
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Stock; and yet thele Advantages, or 
others, wh: chweexpected, not an{wer'd, 
tho the pretenſions | in Both have not 
been wanting ar ſuch time as they 
found ir needful to introduce them- 
ſcives into publick Eſteem, by giving 
out Prints of what they were rather 
able to do, than really intended to 
practice. So that our having T'wo 
Banks at this time ſettl'd, and more 
Erecting, has not yet been able to re- 
duce the Intereſt of Money ; nor be- 
cauſe the Nature and Foundation of 
their Conſtitution does not tend to- 
wards it; but becaule, finding their 
Hanas fall of better Haſh nels, Mey are 
wiſer than by being flaves to old ob- 
ſelete Propoſals, to loſe the advan- 
tage of the great Improvement they 
can make og their Stock. 
This however , does not at all re- 
fle& on the Nature of a Bank, nor 
of the Benefit it would be to the 
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upon Projefts. 29 
publick Trading-part of the King- 


dom-, whatever it may ſeem to do 
on the practice of the preſent. We 
find Four or Five Banks now in view 
to be ſettl'd; I confels I expect no 
more from thoſe to come , than 
we have found from the paſt ; and I 
think I make no breach on either nay 
Charity or good Manners, in ſaying 
ſo; andI reflect not upon any of the 
Banks that are or ſhall be Eftabliſhd 
for not doing what I mention, but 
for making ſuch publications of what 
they would do. I cannot think any 
Man had expected the Royal Bank 
ſhoud Lend Money on Mortgages 
at 4 per Cent. nor was it much the bet- 
ter for them to make publication they 
wou'd do lo, from the beginning of 
January next after their Settlement; 
fince to this day, as I am inform'd, 
they have not Lent one Farthing in 
that manner. 


D 4 Our 
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Our Banks are indeed nothing but 
ſo many Goldſmiths Shops, where 
the Credit being high ( and the Dire- 
Ctors as high) People lodge their Mo- 
ney ; and They, the DirectorsI mean, 
make their advantage of it; if you 
jay it at Demand , they RE; you no- 
thing ; if at Time, 3 per Cent. and ſo 
_ woud any Goldfivich | in Lombardſtreet 
have done before; but the very Banks 
heats are 5 aukward in Lend- 

; lo ſtrict, ſo tedions, ſo inquiſitive, 
_ withal F publick in their taking 
Securities,” that Men who are any 
thing enaes. Won't go to them ; and 
ſo the ealinels of Borrowing Money, 
fo much: deſi ignd, 'is defeated ; for 
here 18 a private Intereſt'to be made; 
tho it be a publick one ;' and, 1n 
ſhort, tis only a great Trade on 
ON = the private Gain of a few con- 
cern'd- in the Original ' Stock ; and 
tho we are to hope for great things, 
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becauſe they have promis'd them; yet 
they are all Furure that we know of. 
And yet all this while aBank might 
be very beneficial to this Kingdom ; 
and This might be fo, if either their 
own Ingenuity, or Publick Authority, 
would oblige them to take the Publick 
Good into equal Concern with their 
Private Intereſt. 
To explain what IT mean ; 

Banks being eſtabli{h'd by Publick 

Authority, ought alſo, as all Publick 


things are, to be under Limitations 


and Reſtrictions from that Authority ; 


and thoſe Limitations being regulated 
with a proper regard to the Falſe of 
Trade in General, and the Improve- 
ment of the Stock in Particular, would 
make a Bank a Uletul , Profitable 
Thing indeed. 

Firſt, A Bank ought to be of a 
Magnitude proportion'd to the Trade 
2f the Countrey it is in ; which this 
Es Bank 
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Bank is ſo far from, that 'tis no more 
ro the Whoſe, than the leaſt Gold- 
ſmith's Caſh in Lombardſtreet is to the 
Bank : From whence it comes to pals, 
that already more Banks are contri- 
ving ; and I queſtion not but Banks 
in London will ere long be as irequent 
as Lotteries: The Conſequence of 
which in all Probability will be , the 
diminiſhing their Reputation , or a 
Civil War with one another. Tis 
crue, the Bank of England has a Ca- 
pital Stock ; but yet was that Stock 
wholly clear of the Publick Concern 
of the Government, it is not above a 
Fifth Part of what would be neceſlary 
to manage the whole Buſineſs of the 
Town ; which it ought, tho not to 
do, at leait to be Able co do: And 1 
ſuppoſe I may venture to fay, Above 
one half of the Stock of the preſent 
Bank is taken up in the Aﬀairs of the 
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[ ſuppoſe no body will take this 


Diſcourſe for an Invective againſt the 
Bank of England ; I believe 1t is a ve- 
ry Good Fund, a very Uſetul one, and 
2 very Profitable one : It has been 
Uſeful to the Government, and it is 
Profitable to the Proprietors ; and the 
eſtabliſhing it ar ſuch a JunEture, when 
our Enemies were making great boaſts 
of our Poverty and Want of Money, 
was a particular Glory to our Nation, 
and the City in particular. That when 
the Paris Gazette inform'd the World, 
That the Parliament had indeed given 
the King Grants for railing Money in 
Funds to be paid in remote Years ; 
but Money was fo ſcarce, that no An- 
ticipations could be procured : "That 


juſt chen, beſides Three Millions paid 


into the Exchequer that Spring on 


other Taxes by way of Advance, there 


was an Overplus-Stock to be found of 
| 200 000 Pounds ſterling or (to make 
| it 
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it ſpeak French ) of above Fifteen Mil- 
lions, which was all paid Voluntarily 
into the Exchequer, in lefs than 
Bef1des this , I believe the 
preſent Bank of England has been ve- 
ry uſetu} ro the Exchequer , and to 
{upply the King with Remittances for 
the Payment of the Army in Flanders; 
which has allo, by the way, been very 
profitable to ir felf. Bur {till chis Bank 
is not of that Bulk that the Bulineſs 
done here requires; nor 1s 1t able, 
with all the Stock it has, to procure 


the great propos d Benchr, the low r- 


ing the Intereſt of Money : Whereas 
all Foreign Banks ablojutely govern 
the Intereſt , both at Amſterdam , Ge- 
2104, and other places. And this De- 


fect I conceive the Multiplicity of 


Banks cannot ſupply, unleſs a perfect 
Underſtanding could be fecur'd be- 


tween them. 
To remedy this Detect , ſeveral 
Methods 
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Methods might be propos d: Some I 
ſhall take the Freedom to hint at. 


Firſt, That the preſent Bank in- 
creaſe their Stock to at leaſt Five Mil- 


lions ſterling, to be lettled as they are 


already, with ſome {mall Limitations 
to make the Methods more beneficial. 

Five Millions fterlmg 1s an immenſe 
Sum ; to which add the Credit of 
their Caſh, which would ſupply them 
with all the Overplus-Money 1n the 
Town , and probably might amount 
to half as much more ; and then the 
Credit of Running-Bills, which by 
circulating would no queſtion be an 
Equivalent to the other halt : So that 
in Stock, Credit, and Bank-bills, the 
Balance of their Caſh would be al- 
ways Ten Millions ſterling : A Sum 
that every body who can talk of, does 
not underſtand. 

But then to find Bulineſs tor all 
this Stock ; which though it be a 


{trange 
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ſtrange thing to think of, is neverthie= 
leſs ealy when it comes ro be exa- 
min'd. And firſt for the Buſineſs ; This 
Bank {hou'd enlarge the Number of 
their Directors as they do of their 
Stock ; and {ſhould then eſtabiſh ſeve- 
ral Sub-Committees, compos'd of 
their own Members, who ſhoud have 
the directing of ſeveral Offices tela- 
ting to the diſtin&t ſorts of Bulineſs 


they referrd to ; to be over-ruld and 


governd by the Governor and Di- 
rectors in a Body , but to have a 
Concluſive Power as to Contracts. 
Of theſe there ſhould be 

One Office for Loan of Money tor 
Cuſtoms of Goods ; which by a plain 
Method might be ſo order d, that the 
Merchant might with eaſe pay the 
higheſt Cuſtoms down ; and ſo by al- 
lowing the Bank 4 per Cent. Advance, 


S | 
be firſt {ure to ſecure the 10 |. per Cent. 
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Payment at the Cuſtom-houſe ; and be 
alſo freed from the troubleſome work 
of finding Bonds-Men , and Securi- 
ties for the Money ; which has expos'd 
many a Man to the "Tyranny of Ex- 
rents either for himſelf or his Friend , 
to his utter Ruin ; who under a more 
moderate Proſecution, had been able 
wo pay all his Debts ; and by this 
Method has been torn to pieces, and 
diſabled from making any tolerable 
Propoſal to his Creaitors. Thus 1s a 
Scene of Large Buſineſs, and would 
in proportion employ a Large Cath : 
And tis the eafteſt thing in the world 
to make the Bank the Paymalter of all 
the Large Cuſtoms, and yer the Mer- 
chant have ſo honourable a Poſleffion 
of his Goods, as may be neither any 
Diminurion to kis Reputation, or any 
Hindrance to their Saje. 
As for Example : 
Suppoſe I have 100 Hogſheads of 
2 3 en 
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Tobacco to Import, whoſe Cuſtoms 
by ſeveral Duties comes to 1 000 |. 
and want Caſh to ciear them ; I 
go with my Bill of Loading to the 
Bank, who appoint their Ofhcer to 
Enter the Goods, and pay the Duties ; 
which Goods {o entred by the Bank, 
{hall give chem Title enough to any 
part, or the whole, without the trou- 
ble of Bills of Sale, or Conveyances, 
Defeazances, and the like. "The Goods 
are carried to a Warehouſe at the Wa- 
terfide, where the Merchant has a 
Free and Publick Acceſs to them, as 
if in his own Warchoule, and an ho- 
nourable Liberty to: ſell and deliver 
either the Whole ( paying their Dil- 
burſe) or a Part without it, leaving 
bur ſufficient for the Payment; and 
out of that Part delivered , either by 
Notes under the Hand of the Purcha- 
ſer, or any other way, he may clear 


the ſame, without any Exa&tions, bur 
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of 41. per Cent. and the reſt are his 
OWN. | Hi 
The eaſe this woud bring to Trade, 
the deliverance it wou'd bring to the 
Merchants from the inſults of Gold= 
ſmichs, ec. and the honour ic wou'd 
give tO Our Management of Publick 
Impoſts, with the advantages to the 
Cuſtom-Houle it felt, and the utter 
deſtruction of Extortion , woud be 
luch as wou'd give a due value to the 
Bank, and make all Mankind acknow- 
ledge it to be a publick good. The 
Grievance of Exactions upon Mer- 
chants in this caſe is very great ; and 
when I lay the blame on the Gold- 
{[miths, becauſe they are the principal 
People made uſe of in ſuch occaſions, 
| include a great many other ſorts of 
Brokers, and Money-jot>ing Artiſts, 
who all get a ſnip out of the Mer- 
chant. I my ſelf have known a Gold- 
{mith in Lumbardſtreet Lend a Man 

| E, -00 |. 
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7001. topay the Cuſtoms of a Hun- 
dred Pipes of Spaniſh Wines; the 
Wines were made over to him for Se- 
curity by Bill of Sale, and pur into a 
Cellar, of which the Goldſmith kept 
the Key; the Merchant was to 
pay 6 [. per Cent. Intereſt on the 
Bond, and to allow 10 [. per Cent. 
Premio for advancing the Money: 
When he had the Wines in Poſlefſion, 
the Owner cou d not ſend his Cooper 
to look after them, bur the Gold{mith's 
Man muſt attend all the while, for 
which he wou'd be paid 5 5. a day. If 
he brought a Cuſtomer to fee them, 
the Gold{mith's Man muit ſhow them; 
the Money was Lent for T'wo Months; 
he cou'd not be admitted to Sell or 
Deliver a Pipe of Wine out fingle, or 
Two or Three at a time, as he nught 
have Sold them ; but on a word or 
two ſpoken amils to the Goldſmith, 
&r which he was pleaſed to take ſo, 
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lines; 4 he wou'd have none Sold, but the 
lim{ys whole Parcel rogether ; by this uſage 
d purin the Goods lay on hand, and every 
oth Month the Money remain d,the Gold- 
+ wx. {mith demanded a Guinea per Cent. 
"WA forbearance, beſides the Intereſt, ill 
|. per at laſt by Leakage, Decay, and other 
K Mou Accidents, the Wines began to leflen : 
4 Doſe Then the Goldſmith begins to tell the 
this Coo Merchant, he is afraid the Wines are not: 
Colm wotth the Money he has Lent, and 
his | demands further Security ; and in a 
43 ; ' liccle whilegrowing higher and rougher, 
S q he tells him, he muſt have his Money ; 
os ry the Merchant too much at his Mercy, 
[how F becauſe he cannot provide the Money, 
= is forc'd to conſent to the Sale, and 
jd 10 1 the Goods being reduc'd to Seventy 
ol ngh, Pipes ſound Wine , and Four un- 
; z hem: ſound ( the reſt being ſunk for filling 
n 2 up) were Sold for 13 [. per Pipe the 
. Go Sound, and 3 |. the Unſound, which 
| 1 amounted to 92.2 1. together : 


E 3 The 
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The Coopers Bill came to ———D—— 3Zo o © 

The Cellerage a Year and Half to--18 © © 

Intereſts on the Bond to —— — 63 © 0 

T he Goldſmiths Men for Attendanceo8 © © 
Allowance for Advance of thet_ 

Money, and Forbearance -— $/* © © 

Sig 93 4-0 

Principal Money Borrow d ——— 500 © © 

"yy © © 

Due to the Merchant ——- 29 © © 

TE — 


By the modetatelt Computation 
that can be, theſe Wines Colt the 


Merchant as follows : 


Firſt Coft with Charges on Board I. s. 4, | 


1z Lisbon 15 Mille Reis per Pipe ; 
is 1500 Mill. Re. Exchare, 647 O 0 
at 6 s. 4 d. per Mille Rel 

Freight to London — they o 
3 L. per Ton ———- 1 


Aſſurance oz 5001. at 2 per C.-—10 © 0 


Tetty Charges ———>——-——— 05 © 0 
040 © © 
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| So that 'tis manifeſt by the Extorti- 
0 : on of this Banker, the poor Man loſt 


0-138 « the whole Capital with Freight and 
—bz © Charges, and made bur 29 /. produce 
= ' of a Hunderd Pipes of Wane. 

to ; One other Office of this Bank, and 
— which woud take up a conſiderable 
19] © branch of the Stock,is for Lending Mo- 
ney upon Pledges, which {hou d have 
893 © annexdtoita Warehoule and Factory, 
29 1 where all ſorts of Goods might pub- 
lickly be Sold by the Conſent of the 
Owners, to the great Advantage of 
omputai the Owner, the Bank receiving 4 [. 
es Colt per Cent. Intereſt, and 2 per Cent. Com- 
miſſion for Sale of the Goods. 

rd 1, 5 A Third Office ſhoud be appoint- 
| ed for Diſcounting Bills, Tallies, and 


(47) * Notes, by which all Tallies of the 
p Exchequer, and any part of the Reve- 
P* nue, {thoud art {tated Allowances be 
(,.—0' ready Money to any Perſon, to the 
_ great Advantage of the Government, 
" £2 and 
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and eaſe of all ſuch as are any ways 
concern'd in publick Undertakings. 
i Fourth Office for Lending Mo- 
ney upon Land-Securities at 4 per Cent. 
Intereſt ; by which the Cruelty and 


Injuſtice of Mortgagees pers be 


wholly reſtrain d, and a Regiſter of 


Mortgages might be very well kept, to 
prevent Yeands: 

A Fifth Office for Exchanges 4, 
Forcign Correſpondences. 

A "Sixth for Inland Exchanges , 


where a very large Field of Bulineſs 
lies before them. - 


' Under this Head'twill not be 1mpro- 
per to con{1der, that this Method will 
moſt effectually anſwer all the Noti- 
ons and Propolals of County-Banksz 
for by this Office they wou'd be- all 
render d uſeleſs and unprofitable; ſince 
One Bank, of the Magnitude I men- 
tion, wid 2 Branch of its Office ſet 
"ow for that Buſineſs, - might with 
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eaſe Manage all the Inland-Exchange 
of the Kingdom. 

By which ſuch a Correſpondence 
with all the Trading-Towns in Eng- 
land might be maintain d, as that the 
whole Kingdom ſhoud "Trade with 
the Bank. Under the Direction of this 
Office a Publick Caſhier ſhoud be 
appointed in every County, to reſide 
in the Capital Town as to Trade, and 
in ſome Counties more, through whoſe 
Hands all the Caſh of the Revenue 
of the Gentry, and of Trade, ſhou'd 
be return d on the Bank in London, 
and from the Bank again on their 
Caſhier in every reſpective County 
or Town, at the {mall Exchange of 
z per Cent. by which means all loſs of 
Money carri d upon the Road, to the 
encouragement of Robbers, and Ruin- 
ing of the Countrey, who are Su'd 
tor thoſe Robberies, wou'd be more 
efteftually prevented, than by all the 
bY F. A. Sta - 
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Statutes againſt Highway-Men that are 
or can be made. 

As to Publick Advancings of Mo- 
ney to the Government, they may be 
teft to the DireCtors in a Body, as all 
other Diſputes and Contingent cales 
are; and whoever examines thele 
Heads of Bulinels : apart, and has any 
Jnagment in the Particulars, will, I 
{uppole, allow, that a Stock *X an 
M:itons may find Employment in 
then, rar it be indeed a very 
Creat Yi 

I cou'd offer ſome very good Rea- 
ſons, why this way of Management 
by particular Oftices for every Fw UCU- 
Jar fort of Buſineſs, is not only the 

cajteſt, but the 1; oof} way of a, 

ting an Aﬀair of ſuch variety and 
conſequence z allo I cou'd ſtate a Me- 
thod for hs Proceedings of thole 

private Offices, their Conjundtion 
with, and Dependance on the General 
Court 
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Court of the Directors, and how the 
various Accompts ſhou'd Center in 
one General Capital account of Stock, 
with Regulations and Appeals ; bur I 
believe them to be needleſs, at leaſt 
in this place. 

If it be Obje&ted here, That it is 
impoſſible for One Joint Stock to go 
thorough the whole Buſineſs of the 
Kingdom. I Anſwer, I beheve it is 
not either impoſſible or impracticable, 
particularly on this one account, that 
almoſt all the Country Buſineſs wou'd 
be Manag d by running-Bills, and 
thoſe the longeſt abroad of any, their 
diſtance keeping them out, to the In- 


creaſing the Credit, and conſequently 
the Stock of the Bank. 


Of the Multiplicity of Banks. 


What is touch'd ar in the foregoing 
part of this Chapter, refers to One 
Bank- 
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Bank-Royal, to Prelide, as it were, over 
the whole Caſh of the Kingdom : 
Bur becauſe ſome Peoptie do Rnale 
this Work fitter for many Banks than 
for One; I mult a little conſider that 
Head : And hrlt, allowing thoſe ma- 
ny Banks cond withourclaſhing main- 
rain a conſtant Correſpondence with 
one another, in paſſing each others 
Bills as Current from one to another, 
I know not bur it might be berter per- 
form'd by Many, than by One ; for as 
Harmony makes Muſick in Sound, 
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ſo it produces Succels in Bulinels. 
A Civil War among Merchants 1s 
always the Ruin of Trade : I cannor Agene 
think 2a Multicude of Banks cou'd ſo !rmade 
conſiſt with one another in Enzland, as ment plac 
to join Intereſts, and uphold one ano- Net f & 


thers Credit, without jounng Stocks . Une 
ro0; I conſeis, if it coud be done, nl 
the Convenience to Trade wou'd be ect 
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If I - were to Propoſe which way 
theſe Banks ſhou'd be Eftabliſhd ; I 
anſwer , Allowing a due regard to 
ſome Gentlemen who have had 
thoughts of the ſame, whoſe Methods : 
I ſhall not ſo much as touch upon, 
much leſs diſcover; My thoughts run 
upon quite different Methods, both for 
the Fund, and the Eſtabliſhmenr:. 

Every principal "Town in England 
is a Corporation , upon which the 
Fund may be ſettled ; which will ſuf- 
fciently anſwer the difhicult and charge- 
able work of Suing for a Corporation 
by Patent or Act of Parliament. 

A general Subſcription of Stock be- 
ing made, and by Deeds of Settle- 
ment placd in the Mayor and Alder- 
men of the City or Corporation for 
the time being, in Truft, to be de- 
clared by Deeds of Uſes, ſome of the 
Directors being always made Mem- 
bers of the ſaid Corporation , and 
Ty join d 
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joind in the "Truſt, the Bank hereby 
becomes the Publick Stock of Ne 
Town, ſomething like what the 
call the Rents of the Town- Houſe in 
France, and is Manag d in the Name 
of the {aid Corporation, to whom the 


Directors are Accountable, and they 
back again to the General "A 


For Example : 


Suppoſe the Gentlemen, or Tradeſ- 


men, of the County of No folk, bya 
Subſcription of Caſh, delign to Eſta- 


bliſh a Bank : The Subſcriprions be- 
ing made , the Stock is paid into the 
Chania of the City of Norwich, and 
manag'd by a ——_ of Directors, AS 
all Banks are, and choſen out of the 
Subſcribers, the Mayor only of the 
City to be always one; to be mana- 
ged in the Name of He Corporation 
of the City of Norwich , but for the 
Uſes in a Deed of Truſt tro be made 
by tac Subſcribers, and Mayor and 

Alder- 
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Aldermen, art large mentioned. I 
make no queſtion but a Bank thus 
ſettled, woud have as firm a Foun- 
dation as any Bank need to have, and 
every way anſwer the Ends of a Cor- 
poration. 

Of- thele ſorts of Banks England 
might very well eſtabliſh Fifteen, at 
the ſeveral Towns hereafter mention'd. 
Some of which, tho they are not the 
Capiral Towns of the Counties, yet 
are more the Center of Trade, which 
in England runs in Veins , like Mines 
of Metal in the Earth. 

Canterbury. Leeds, or Halifax, 
dSalisbury. or ork. 
Exeter. Nottimgham. 
Briſtol. Warwick , or Bir= 
Warce/rer. . :' : "mintiwam. 
Obrewsbury. © Oxford , or Rea- 
Mancheſter. Bedford. (ding. 
Newcaſtle upon Norwich. ” 

_ ne. Colcheſter. 


Every 


4 
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Every one of theſe Banks to have 
a Caſhier in London, unleſs they cou'd 
all have a general Correſpondence and 
Credit with the Bank-Royal. 

Theſe Banks in their reſpeCtive Pmul 
Counties ſhould be a General Staple d 
and Factory for the Manufactures of 
the ſaid County ; where every man 
that had Goods made , might have - 
Money at a ſmall ſnrereſt tor Ad- ef 
vance ; the Goods in 'the mean time Tl 
being Ga forward to Market, to a 
Wrchonme for that purpoſe ere” in 


Wouth tC 


he wan 
Goods 
Coat 
Ode ſol 


0 irce 


London, where they ſhou'd be diſpos d 
of to all the Advantages the Owner 
cou d expect, paying only 1 per Cent. 
Commulſlion. Or if the Maker want- * 
ed Credit in London either for Spaniſls «" 


Wool, Cotton, Oyl, or any Goods , 0 
while Nils ds were in the Woah q pg 
of the ſaid Bank , his Bill thou'd be Pol 
paid by the Bank to the full Value of Ops 


his Goods , or at leaſt within 2 {mall Th 
matter. 


tO hays 
iv cout 
lence 2nd 


relpedtir 
al Staple 
Cures f 
ey man 
Phe has 
tor Ad. 
ean time 
et, to2 
redted in 
dilposd 
> Owner 
per Cent 
er Want- 
1 Spau 
Goods, 
archouk 
ou d bt 
Value 
1.2 {mal 
matter 


upon Projects. 63 
matter. Theſe Banks, either by Cor- 


reſpondence with uh other, or an 
Order to their Caſhier in Loki. 
might with eaſe ſo paſs each olliet's 
Bills, that a man who has Caſh ar 
Plymouth , and wants Money at Ber- 
wick,, may transfer his Caſh at Ply- 
mouth to Newcaſtle in halt an DON 
time, without either Hazard , 
Charge, or Time, allowing only po 
Cent. Exchange : and {ook all the moſt 
diſtant parts #3 the Kingdom. Or if 
he wants Money at Newcaſtle, and has 
Goods at Worceſter, or at any other 
Cloathing-Town, ſending his Goods 
to be ſold by the Factory of the Bank 
of Worceſter , he may remit by the 
Bank to Newcaſtle, or any where elle, 
as readily as if his Goods were ſold 
and paid for ; and no Exactions made 
upon him I the Convenience he en- 
joys. 

This Diſcourſe of Banks the Rea- 

der 
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der is to underſtand to have no relas 
tion to the preſent Poſture of Aﬀeairs, 
with reſpect to the Scarcity of Cureatir 
Money , which ſeems to have put a 
ſtop to has part of a Stock we call 
Credit ; which always is, and indeed 
mult be the molt eflential part of a 
Bank , and without which no Bank 
can pretend to {ubliſt, at leaſt to Ad- 
Vantage. 

A Baak is only a Great Stock of 
Money put together, to be employ d 
by ſome of Ge Subſcabers , in the 
name of the reſt , for the Renefir of 
the Whole. This Stock of Money 
ſubliſts nor barely on the Profits of its 
own Stock, for that wou'd be incon- 
{1derable, but upon the Contingences 
and Accidents which Multipliciry of 
Buſineſs occaſions : As for Inſtance ; 
A man that comes for Money , _ 
knows he may have 1t To-morrow, 
perhaps he is in haſte, and won '£ _ 
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it to day : Only that he may be ſure 
of it to morrow, he takes a Memo- 
randum under he Hand of the Ofh- 
cer, That he ſhall have it whenever he 
calls for itz and this Memorandum 
we call a Bill. 'To morrow when he 
Intended to fetch his Money, comes 
a Man to him for Money ; and to 
ſave himſelf the labour of Telling, he _ 
gives; him the Memorandum or Bill 
aforeſaid for his Money; this Second 
Man does as the Firſt, and a Third 
does as he did, and 5 the Bill runs 
about a Month, T'wo ot Three ; and 
this is that we call Credit ; for by the 
Circulation of a quantity of theſe 
Bills, the Bank enjoys the full Bene- 
ht of. 25 much Stock iri real Value, as 
the ſuppoſttitious Value of the Bills 
amounts to ; and where-ever this Cre- 
dit fails, this Advantage fails ; for im- 
mediately all men come for their 
Money, and the Bank mult die of it 

F telf ; 
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ſelf; for I am ſure no Bank by the wichil 
ſimple Improvement of their fingle beſt bat 
Stock, can ever make any conf1der- t eine 
able Advantage. l| the | 

I confeſs a Bank who can lay a ith 000 
Fund for the Security of their Bills, mk j 
which {hall produce, firſt an Annual | ima," 


Profit to the Owner, and yet make 
good the Paſlant-Bill, may ſtand, and 
be advantageous too, becaule $4 iS 
a Real and a Su; opoſititious Value both, 
and the Real always ready to make 
ooo0d the Suppolttitious ; and this [I 
Low no way to bring to pals, but by 
Land, wich art the Ge time that 1t 
lies Transferrd to fecure the Vaiue 
of every Bill given out, brings in a 
ſeparate Profit to the Owner; and this 
way no queſtion bur the RO King- 


dom might be a Bank to it ſeit, tho 


no ready Money were to be Gd 
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with ny Notion of Land; being the 
beſt bottom for Publick Banks, and 
the eaſinels of bringing it to anſwer 
all the Ends of Money depoſited; 
with double Advantage ; bur I find 
my ſelt happily prevented by a Gen- 
tleman, who has publiſh'd the very 
ſame; tho' ſince this was Wrote ; and 
I was always Maſter of fo much Wit, 
as to hold my Tongue while they 
ſpoke who- underſtood the thing bet= 
ter than my ſelf. Oe” 

Mr. John Afeill of Lincolns-Inn ; 
in a ſmall Tra&t, Entituled, Seve- 
ral Aﬀſertions provd, wn Order to 
Create another Species of Money thai 
Gold and Silver, has fo diltinatly hand- 
led this very Caſe, with ſuch ſtrength 
ot Argument, ſuch clearneſs of Rea- 
fon, luch a Judgmient; and fuch a 
Stile, as all the Ingenious part of the 
World muſt acknowledge: themſelves - 
extremely. Oblig'd to him for that. 
Piece; F 2 At 
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At the ſight of which Book I laid 
by all that had been written by me on 
that Subject; for I had much rather 
confeſs my ſelf incapable of handling 
that Point hke him, than have con- 
vincd the World of it by my imper- 


tinence. 


Of the HicGn-Wars. 
T is a prodigious Charge the 


whole Nation groans under 

for the Repair of High-Ways, which, 
after all, lie in a very ll Poſture too ; 
I make no queſtion but 1f it was 
taken into Contideration by thoſe 
who have the Power to Direct 1t, the 
Kingdom might be wholly easd of 
that Burthen, and the High-Ways be 
kept in good condition, which now 
lie in a moſt ſhameful manner in moſt 
parts 
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parts of the Kingdom, and in many 
places wholly unpaſlable; from whence 
ariſe Tolls and Impolſitions upon Pal- 
ſengers and Travellers; and on the 
other hand, Treſpaſles and Incroach- 
ments upon Lands adjacent, to the 
great Damage of the Owners. 

The Rate for the High-Ways is the 
moſt Arbitrary and Unequal "Lax in 
the Kingdom ; in ſome places two or 
three Rates of 6 d. per |. in the year, 
in others the whole Pariſh cannot 
raiſe wherewith ro defray the Charge, 
either by the very bad condition of 
the Road, or diſtance of Materials ; 
in others the Surveyors raiſe what they 
never Expend ; and the Abuſes, Ex- 
actions, Connivances , Frauds, and 
Embezlements, are innumerable. 

'The Romans, while they Govern'd 
this Ifland, made it one of their prin- 
cipal cares to Make and Repair the 
High-Ways of the Kingdom, and the 

F 72 Chict 
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Chiet Roads we now ule, are of 
their Marking out ; the Conſequence 
of m aintaining chem was ſuch, or at 
calt fo cſteem'd, that they thought it 
nor below hem to Em proy their Le- 
gionary Troops in the W Ore 5 and it 
was lometimes the Buiinels oi whole 
Armies, either when in Winter-quar- 
ters, or in the intervals of "Truce or 
Peace with the Natives. Nor have the 
Romans left us any greater rokens of 
their Grandeur a a Magnificence, than 
Re Bins Of thoſe Cauſways and Wen 
ways which are at this day to be ſcen 
mn many parts of the Kingdom ; {ome 
of which has by the viſible Remains 
been diſcover'd to traverſe the whole 
Kingdom ; and others for more than 
2n Huncered Miles are to be tracd 
from Col ony to Colony, as they 
had particular occahon. The famous 
FH: gh-Way, or Stree r call d Watlme- 
firect, which ſome will rell you Began 
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at London-ſtone, and paſling that very 
Onſeque Street in the Ciry, which we to this 
Ich, day call by that Name, went on 
Y though, | Weſt to that ſpot where 'Tyburn now 
OY their | ſtands, and then turn'd North-Weſt in 
Is; ad fo ſtraight a line to St. Albans, that 'tis 
s of 1h now the exacteſt Road ( in one Line 
inter-qu for Twenty Miles) in the King- 
of Triccce{ dom; and tho' diſus'd now as the 
or have! Chief, yet 1s as good, and [I believe 
er tokens; the beſt Road to St. Albans, and is 
hceace,th {till calld the Street-way : From 
s2nd Strer whence it is trac d into Shropſhire above 
0 bel an Hundred and {txty Miles, with a 
lm; ſon multitude of viſible Antiquities upon 
JeRemisz: it, Diſcoverd and Deſcrib'd very A- 
e the why Curately by Mr. Cambden. "The Foſſe, 
« more another Roman Work, lies at this day 
) bet, 2s viſible, and as plain a high Caul- 
ak Ay, of above Thirty Foot broad, 
The ng Ditch d on either [1de, and Cop'd and 
9d Vir Pay d where need is, as exact and eve- 

Ty jot as beautiful as the King's new 
F 4 Road 
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Road through FHide-Park; in which ol 


hgure it now lies from near Marſhfield | af 
ro Cirenceſter, and again from Cirenceſter Tang \ 
to the Hill Three Miles on this ſ1de Gloy= = Na 
ceſter, which 1s nor leſs than Twenty rloncen 
{1x Miles, and is made ule of as the Tn co 
great Road to thoſe Towns, and pro- GSH 
bably has been ſo for a "Thouland —Canient 
Years with little Repairs. | Repard 
It we ſet aſide the Barbarity and jabjrant 
Cuſtoms of the Romans, as Heathens, think 1 
and take them as a Civil Government, 1) 
we mult allow they were the Pattern of make I 
the whole World for Improvement te High 
and Increaſe of Arts and Learning, 0400b| 
Civilizing and Methodizing Nations (in 


and Countries Conquer d by their Fi, 


Valour; and if this was one of their ous, hi 
great Cares, That conſideration ought ences 
co move ſomething. But to the great tn on 
Example of that Generous People, Ile De min 
add Three Arguments (2) 
_ | hol 


(1.) 'Tis 
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(1.) 'Tis Uſeful, and that as 'tis 
convenient for Carriages, which in a 
Trading Countrey is a great help to 
Negoce, and promotes univerſal Cor- 
reſpondence, without which our Inland 


Trade cou'd not be manag d. And un- 


der this Head I cou'd name a thouſand 
Conveniences of a ſafe, pleaſant, well- 


Repaird High-Way, both to the In- 


habitant and the Traveller ; but I 
think 'tis needleſs. 

(2.) Tis ealy. I queſtion not to 
make it appear 'tis ealy, to put all 
te High Roads, eipecially in England, 
in a noble Figure, Large, Dry, and 
Clean, well Drein'd and free from 
Floods, unpaſlable Sloughs, deep Cart- 
routs, high Ridges, and all the Incon- 
veniences they now are full of ; and 
when once done, much eaſier ſtill to 
be maintain'd fo. 

(2.) It may be Cheaper, and the 
whole Afeſsment for the Repairs of 
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High-Ways for ever be Drop, or 
Appli'd to other ulcs for the Publick 
Benefit. 

Here I beg the Reader's Favour for 
a {mall Digreſſion. 

I am not Propoſing this as an 
Undertaker , or "as. a Price- to 
the Publick , for which I will per- 
form it like one of the Projeftors 1 


ſpeak, of ; but laying open a Project 


tor the Performance , which when- 
ever the Publick -Aﬀairs will admit 


our Governors to Conſider of, will 


be found ſo feaſible, that no queſtion 


they may find Undertakers enough for 
the Performance ; and in this Under- 
taking-Age I do not doubt but 'twou'd 
be ealy at any time to procure Per- 
ſons at their own Charge to perform 
it for any ſingle County, as a Pattern 
and Experiment for the whole King- 
dom. 
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T be Propoſal is As follows. 


Firſt, That an A& of Parliament 
be made, with Liberty for the Under- 
takers to Dig and 'Trench, to cut down 
Hedges and Trees, or whatever isneed- 
tul for dirching, dreining and carrying 
oft Water, cleaning, enlarging and le- 
velling the Roads, with Power to lay 
open or inclole Lands; to incroach in- 
to Lands, dig, raiſe, and level Fen- 
ces, plant and pull up Hedges or 
Trees, for the enlarging, widening, 
and dreining the High-Ways, with 


Power to turn either the Roads, or 


 Wacer-Courſes, Rivers and Brooks, 


as by the Direors of the Works 
{hall be found needful , always allow- 
ng ſatisfaCtion to be firſt made to the 
Owners of ſuch Lands, either by aſ- 
I1gning to them equivalent Lands, or 
Payment in Money , the Value to 


be 
>. 
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be adjuſted by Two indifferent Per- 
ſons, to be Named by the Lord Chan- 
cellor, or Lord Keeper for the time 
being : - and no Water-Courle to be 
rurnd from any Water-Mill, without 
Satisfaction frik made both to the 
Landlord and "Tenant. 

But before I proceed, I mult ſay a 
word or two to this Article. 

The Chief, and almoſt the Only 
Caule of the deepneſs and foulneſs of 


the Roads, is occaſion d by the ſtand- 
Ing Water, which for want of due 


DleEqui 
rank, 2 
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Jes. ro E et it oft by ſcouring and 
opening Ditches and Dreins, ang '@ " 
ther Water-Courſes, and clearing of y 


Paſſages, loaks into the Earth, and : un 


foftens it to {uch a degree, that it can- = 
not bear the we johr o& Horles and 
Carriages; to prevent which, the Pow- Wi 
cr tO Dis, Trench, and Cut down, "Oe ay 
mention'd above, will be of abſolute ad 


neceſlity : But becauſe the liberty or Af 
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ſeems very large, and ſome may think 
"tis t00 great a Power to be granted to 
any Body of Men over their Neigh- 
bours : Tis anſwer'd; | 
(1.) Tis abſolutely neceſſary , or 
the Work cannot be done; and the do- 
ing of the Work is of much greater Be- 
nefit than the Damage can amount to. 
(2.) Satisfaction to be made to the 
Owner, and that firſt too, before the 
Damage be done, is an Unqueſtiona- 
ble Equivalent ; and Both together, I 
think, are a very full Anſwer to any 
Objection in That caſe. 
Beſides this A& of Parliament, 
a Commiſſion mult be granted to 
Fifteen, at leaſt, in the Name of the 
Undertakers, to whom every County 
{hall have Power to join Ten, who 
are to Sit with the ſaid Fifreen, fo often 
and fo long as the ſaid Fifteen do Sit 
tor Aﬀairs relating to that County ; 
which Fifteen, or any Seven of them, 
| EE {hall 
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{ſhall be Dire&tots of the Works, ts 
be advis'd by the ſaid "Fen, or any Five 
of them, m matters of Right and 
Claim ; and the ſaid "Fen to . adjuſt 
Differences in the Countries, and- to 
have Right by Procels to appeal 
in the name either of Lotds of Man- 
nors, or Privileges of "Towns or Cor- 
porations, who ſhall be either damag'd 
or encroach'd upon by the faid Work : 
All Appeals to be heard and determin d 
immediately by the ſaid Lord Chans 
cellor, or Commiſſion from him, that 
the Work may receive no Interruption; 

This Commiſſion {hall give Power 
to the ſaid Fifteen to prels Wagons , 
Carts, and Horſes, Oxen, and Men, 
and detain them to work a certain Li- 
mited Time, and within certain Limi- 
ted Space of Miles from their own 
Dwellings, and art a certain Rate of 
Payment : No Men, Horſes, or Carts, 
to be preſs d againſt their Conſent, du- 
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ring the times of Hay-time, or Har- 
veſt; or upon Market-days, if the 
Perſon aggriev'd will make Afﬀidavir 
he is oblig'd to be with his Horſes or 
Carts at the {aid Markets. 

It is well known to all who have 
any knowledge of the Condition the 
High-Ways in England now lyein, that 
in moſt places there is a convenient 
diſtance of Land left open for travel- 
ling, either tor driving of Cattel, or 


marching of Troops of Horle, with 
perhaps as few Lanes or Defiles, as in 
any Countries: The Croſs-Roads , 
which are generally Narrow, are yet 
Broad enough in molt places for two 
Carriages to paſs; but on the other 
hand, we have on moſt of the High- 
Roads a great deal of waſte-Land 
thrown in as it were for an Overplus to 
the High-Way ; which though it be 
usd of courſe by Cattle and T'ravel- 
lers on occaſion, is indeed no Benefit 


at 
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at all either to the Traveller as a Road, 
or to the Poor as a Common, or to 
the Lord of the Mannor as a Waſte; 
upon it grows neither "Timber nor 
Graſs, in any quantity anſwerable to 
the Land ; bur, tho to no purpoſe, is 
trodden down, poachd, and over- 
run by Drifts of Cattle in the Winter, 
or {poil'd with the Duſt in the Sum- 
mer: And this I have obſerv'd in ma- 
ny parts of England to be as good Land 
asany of the Neighbouring Encloſures, 
as capable of Improvement, and to as 
o00d purpoſe. 

Theſe Lands only being enclos'd 
and manurd, leaving the Roads to 
Dimenſions without meaſure ſufficient, 
are the Fund upon which I build the 
Prodigious Stock of Money that muſt 
do this Work. Theſe Lands, which 
I {hall afterwards make an Eſflay to va- 
lue, being enclos'd, will be either ſale- 
able to raiſe Money, or fit to exchange 
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with thoſe Gentlemen who muſt part 
with ſome Land where the Ways are 
narrow : Always reſerving a quantity 
of theſe Lands to be Let out to Te- 
nants ; the Rent to be paid into che 
Publick Stock or Bank of the Under- 
takers, and to be reſerv'd for keeping 
the Ways in the ſame Repair ; and the 
faid Bank to forfeit the Lands if they 
are. not ſo maintained," | 
Another Branch of the Stock muſt 
be Hands ; for a Stock of Men is a 
Stock of Money ; to which purpoſe 
every County, City, Lown, and Pa- 


riſh, ſhall beRarted ar a Ser Price, equi- 


valent to Eight Years Payment for the 
Repair of High-ways ; which each 
County, Q&c. {hall raiſe, nor by Aſ- 


felsment in Money, but by preſſing 


of Men, Horſes, and Carriages for 
the Work ; the Men, Horles, gc. to 
be employ d by the Directors : In 
oral Puniſhments, 


(3 25 
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as of Whippings, Stocks , Pillories , 
Houſes of Correction , WC. might be 
cally tranſmitted to 4 certain Number 
of Days Works on the High-Ways, 
and in Conlideration of this Pro- 
vition of Men, the Country {hou'd for 
ever after be acquirted of any Contri- 
bution, either in Money or Work, for 
Repair of the High-Ways, Building 
of Bridges excepted. 

There lies fome Popular ObjeCtion 
againſt this Undertaking ; and the firſt 


is, the great Controverted Point of 


England | Encloſure of the Common , 
which oils ro Depopulation, and "i 
jures the Poor. 


(2.) Who ſhall be Judges or Wo 
veyors of the Work, to Oblige the 


Undertakers to perform to 2 certain 
{1mited degree. 


Fox the Firſt ; The Encloſure of the 
Common ; A Clauſe that runs as far 
as to an Incroachment upon Magna 

Charta, 
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Charta, and a moſt conſiderable branch 
of the Property of the Poor : I An- 
{wer it thus. EN 

(1.) The Lands we Encloſe, are 
not {uch as from which the Poor do in- 
deed reap any Benefit, or ar leaſt any 
that is con(1derable. 

(2.) The Bank and Publick Stock, 
who are to Manage this great Underta- 
king, will have ſo many little Labours 
to perform, and Offices to beſtow, 
that are fit only for Labouring Poor 
Perſons to do, as will put them in a 
condition to provide for the Poor who 
are ſo Injur'd, that can work; and to 
thoſe who cannot, may allow Penſions 
for Overſeeing, Superviſing, and the 
like; which will-/be more than Equi- 
ene” OE | 

(3.) For Depopulations, the con- 
trary {hou'd belecur'd, by obliging the 
Undertakers; at ſuch and fuch certain 
diftances,toerect Cottages, Two ar leaſt 
©: in 
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in a place, which: wou'd be uſeful-to 


the Work, and fſafery of the Travellet, 


to which Thou! d 4 an Allotment of 


Land, always ſufficient to invite the 
Poor Inhabitane, in which. the Poor 
{thou'd be Toru tor Life Gratis, do- 
ing Duty upon the High-Way, 4s 
ſhow! d be appointed; by which, and 
many other Methods, the Poor ſho , 
be great Gainers by Ne Propoſal, in 
ſtrat of being Injurd. 

(4) Bythis ans of Cottages at 
proper diſtances, a Man might 2p 


vel over all England 45 chrough a Street, 
where he cou'd never want; either "os 


{cue from "Fhieves; or. Directions for 
his way. Wt = 


(5.) This: v very. Side once 
duly ſertied, might in a few Years ſo 


order it, _— there ſhou'd be no Poor 


for the "OOH and: if. {o, What. 
need of a PIPATANA for the Poor? Of 
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As to the ſecond Objection, Who 
ſhou'd oblige the Undertakers to the 
Performance ? 

(1.) I Anſwer, Their Commiſſion 
and Charter ſhow d become Void, and 
4ll their Stock Forfeit, and the FF, ads 
Encloſed and Unſold \ remain as a 
Pledge, which wou'd be Security {ufh- 
Cient. 

(2.) The Ten Perſons choſen out 
of every County, {ſhou'd have Power 
to Inſpect and Complain, and the 
Lord Chancellor upon ſuch Com- 
plaint, to make A Survey, and to de- 
termine by a Jury, in which caſe on 
Detaulr, they ſhall be oblig'd to pro- 
ceed. 

(2.) The Lands ſettled on the Bank 
{hall be liable to be extended for the 
Lies mentioned, if the ſame at any 
time be not maintained in the conditt- 
onat firſt provided, and the Bank to be 
amerc d upon Complaint of the Coun- 
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Theſe and other Conditions, which 


on a Legal Settlement to be ls by 


Wiſer Heads than -mine , might be 
thought on, 1 do believe wol 'd form a 
Conilication lo frm, 1o fair, and (o 
equally Advantageous tO (Ny Coun- 
try, to the Poor, and to the Publick, 
as has not been put 1n practice in theſe 
latter Ages of the World. To Di- 
{courle of this a little in general, and 
© inſtance in a Place, perhaps, that 
has not its fellow in the Kingdom, 


the Pariſh of Iſlington in Middleſex ; 


there lies through this large Pariſh 
the greateſt Road in England, and the 
molt frequented, eſpecially by Cattle 


for Smithfield-Markez ; this great Road 
has fo many Branches, and lies for ſo 
long a way through The Pariſh, and 
withal has the inconvenience ual a 
Clayey Ground, and no Gravel athand, 


thar, modeſtly ſpeaking, the I Pariſh is 


not oboe tO keep 1 Ir in Repair, by which 
: | MCans 


F indk Bure 
nl the mal 
I : Years lain 


i - 
i Hodls, 


(tn wh 
Mil 1 p L 


Hidga 


- kwasmp0 


andyetW 


Cone; Ant 


Pirth of 


newale La 


(of the 
Renir of h 
bu 
fi Wits , 
I'm =, [C 
& Vi, 
lng Ov 
Land {0 


al ly de, 


10ns, Whi 
be made! 
) Might | 
You d for 
ſair, and; 
' the Ca 
the Publ 
aCtice in th 
Id. Tol. 
veneral, x 
perhaps, t 
e Kingdon 
Wuldeſex 
laroe Pani 
land, andtt 
liy by Car 
IS reat Re 
nd lies for 
» Panſy, 
nience 0 
avel arfis 
the Part 


# 
Nair, by KI 
Mes. 


upon Projects. 37 


means ſeveral Croſs-Roads in the Pa- 
riſh lie. wholly Unpaſſable, and Carts 
and Horſes, and Men too, have been 
almoſt Buried in Holes and Sloughs, 
and the main Road it ſelf has for ma- 
ny Years lain in a very ordinary con- 
dition, which occaſton'd ſeveral Moti- 
ons in Parliament to Raiſe a Toll ar 
Highgate, for the performance of what 
it was impoſſible the Pariſh ſhou'd do, 
and yet was of {o abloluteneceſlity to be 
done; And is it not very probable the 
Pariſh of 7ington wou'd part with all 
the waſte Land upon their Roads, to be 
eas'd of the intolerable Afeſsment for 
Repair of the High-Way, and anſwer 
the Poor, who reap bur a {mall Bene- 
fit from it, ſome other way? And yer 
| am free to affirm, Thar for a Grant 
of Waſte, and almoſt uſeleſs Land, 
lying open to the Hign-Way, thoſe 
Lands to be improv'd, as they might 


caſily be, rogerher with the Eight 


G 4 Years 
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Years Aﬀtkliinions to be provided in 


Workmen, a noble Magni cent Caule- 
way might be Erected, with Dirches 
on either {1 de deep enough to receive 
rhe Water, and Dreins ſufhcient to carry 
It off, iphich Cauſway ſhou'd be Four 
Foot High art leaſt, and. from Thirty 
tO Forty Foot Broad, to reach from 
London to Barnet, Pay 'd in the middle, 
to keep it Copd, and ſo {uppli d with 
Gravel, and otlies proper Materials, 
as ſhou'd ſecure 1t from Decay wirh 

{mall Repairing. ' 
"oF hope no Man wou'd be 7h weak 
now, as to imagine that by Lands ly- 
ng o opentothe Road, to be Aſtgn 'dto 
ne Undertakers, 1 ns d mean that all 
* xchh-Common {hou'd be Enclos'd 
and Sold for this Work; but leaſt 
ſomebody ſhou'd ſtart ach Zl prepoſte- 
rous Objection, T think 'tis not im- 
Proper to mention, That where-ever 
a ac tot th IS tO be carrid over 4 
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Large Common , Foreſt, or Waſte 
without a Hedge on either hand for a 
certain diſtance, there the ſeveral Pa- 
riſhes ſhall allot the DireQtors a certain 
quantity of the Common to lie Pa- 
ralle] with the Road , at a propor- 
tioned number of Feet to the Length 
and Breadth of the ſaid Road ; con- 
fderation allo to be had to the Nature 


| of the Ground, or elſe giving them 


only room for the Road directly, ſhall 
ſuffer them to Encloſe in any one Spor 
ſo much of the ſaid Common, as ſhall 
be equivalent to the like quantity of 
Land lying by the Road; thus where 
the Land 1s good, and the Materials 
for erecting a Cauſway near, the leſs 
Land may ſerve; and on the contra- 
ry the more; but in general, allowing 
tem the quantity of Land propor- 
tioned to the length of the Cauſway, 
and Forty Rod .z Breadth, tho' where 
me Land 1s poor, as on Downs and 
Plains, 
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Plains, the Proportion muſt be con- 
{fider'd to be adjuſted by the Coun- 
try. 

of "I Point for the Dimenſions 
of Roads, ſhoud be adjuſted; and 
the Breadth of them, I think, cannot 
be leſs than thus : 

From London every way 10 Mlles 
the High Poſt-Road to be Built full 
40 Foot in Breadth, and 4 Foot High, 
the Ditches 8 Foot Broad, and 6 Foot 
Deep, and from thence onward 


30 Foot, and fo in Proportion. 
Croſs Roads to be 20 Foot Broad, 
and Ditches Proportiond; no Lanes 
and Paſles leſs than 9 Foot without 
Pitches. 
The Middle of t 


the Tg Caule- 
ways to be Þ 
or Gravel, and Kept always Two Page 
Higher than the S:Ges, that the Water 
might have a free courſe into the Ditch- 
cs, and Perſons kept in conſtant Em- 
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ploy to fill up Holes, let out Water, 
open Dreins, and the like, as there 
ſhou'd be occaſion : A proper Work 
for Highwaymen, and ſuch Malefa- 
tors, as might on thoſe Services be 
exempt'd from the Gallows. 

It may here be Objected, That 
Eight Years Afleſsment to be demand- 
ed down, 1s too much in reaſon to 
expect any of the Poorer ſort can pay; 
as for Inſtance; If a Farmer who 
keeps 2 Team of Horſe be at the 
common Afleſsment, to Work a Week, 


it muſt not be put {o hard upon any 


Man, as to Work Eight Weeks COge- 
ther. "Tis caſy to Anſwer this Obje- 
Ction. 

So many as ate wanted, muſt be 
had ; if a Farmer's Team cannot be 
ipard without - prejudice to him ſo 
long together, he may ſpare it at ſun- 
dry times, or agree to be Aﬀels'd, and 
pay the Aileſsment art ſundry Pay- 


ments ; 
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ments ; and the Bank may make it as 
caly to them as they pleaſe. 

Another Method, however, might 
be found to fix this Work at once; As 
ſuppoſe 2 Bank be ſettled for the High- 
ways of the County of M iddleſex , 
which as they are, without doubt, hs 
moſt us'd: of any in the Kingdom, lo 
alſo they require the more Charge, and 
in ſome Parts lie in the worſt Condi- 
tion of any in the Kingdom. _ 

It the Parliament fix the Charge 
of the Survey of the High-Ways upon 
2 Bank to be Appointed for that Pur- 
poſe, for a certain term of Years, the 
Bank Undertaking to do the Work, or 
to Forſeit the {aid Settlement. 

As thus : 
Suppoſe the Tax on Land, and 


Tenements for the whole County of 


Middleſex, does, or ſhoud be ſo or- 


derd, as it might amount to 20000l. 
per p More Or leſs, which it now 
| does, 
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does, and much more, including the 
Work of the Farmer's "Teams, which 
muſt be accounted as Money, and is 
equivalent to it, with ſome Allowance 
to be Rated for the Ciry ot London, Cc. 
who do enjoy the Benefit, and make 
the moſt uſe of the ſaid Roads, both 
for carrying of Goods, and bringing 
Proviſions to the City, and therefore 
in reaſon ought to Contribute towards 
the High-ways ; for it is a moſt un- 
equal thing, that the Road from Hig- 


gate to Smithfield-Market, by which 


the whole City is, in a manner, ſup- 
plid with Live Cattel, and the Road 
by thoſe Catrel horribly ſpoil'd, ſhou'd 
lie all upon that one Pariſh of Iſlington 
to Repair ; wherefore Ile ſuppoſe a 
Rate for the High-ways to be gather'd 
through the Ciry of London of 1 0000 l. 
per Ann. more; which may be Ap- 
pointed to be paid by Carriers, Dro- 
vers, and all ſuch as keep Teams , 

NOT Eee" "oe" Harder, 
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Horſes, or Coaches, and the like, or 
many ways,as is molt Equal and Rea- 
ſonable; the waſte Lands in the ſaid 
County, which by the Conſent of the 
Pariſhes, Lords of the Mannors, and 
Proprietors, ſhall be allowd to the 
Undertakers when Enclosd and Let 
out, may (the Land in Middleſex 
generally Letting high ) amount to 
5000 [. per Ann. more. It then an Act 
of Parliament be procur'd to ſettle the 
Tax of 30000 l. per Ann. for Eight 
Years, moſt of which will be Levi'd 


in Workmen, and not in Money, and 


the Waſte Lands for ever : I dare be 


bold to ofter, "That the High-Ways 
tor the whole County of Middleſex 
{hou'd be put into the following Form, 
and the 50001. per Ann. Land be bound 
to remain as a Security to main- 
tain them ſo, and the County be ne- 
ver Burthen'd with any further "Tax 
tor the Repair of the High-Ways. ' 

And 
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And that I may not Propoſe a Mat- 
rerin General, iſe begging the Que- 
ſtion, without Demonſtration, I ſhall 
enter into the Particulars, How it may 
be perform'd, and that under theſe 
following Heads of Articles. 


(1.) What IPropoſe to do to the Highs 


— — 


Ways. | 
(2.) What the Charge will be. 
(3.) How to be Rais d. 

- (4-) What Security for Performance. 
(5.) What Profit to the Undertaker. 


(1.) What I Propoſe to do to the 
High-Ways. 


[| Anſwer Firſt, Not Repair them : 
And yetSecondly, Notalter them, that 
7s, notalter the Courſe they run. 

Bur perfe&tly Build them as a Fa- 
brick. And ro deſcend to the Parriculars, 


& 
tis 
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tis firſt neceſſary to Note, which are 


the Roads I mean, and hai: Dimen- 
ſions. 


Firlt , The High Poſt- Roads, and 
they are for the County of Middleſex 


21s follows. 


Miles 


' Stanes, whichi 15 — _ —- 15 

Colebrook is from Houn/low — — 05 

A Uxbridge = — —— — 
From London toC Buſby the Old Street-way ———— 10 
Barnet, or near 1t — —— _—_—_ Og 

Waltham: Croſs in, Ware Road —— 10 

| Bow —_ —_ w—_ Mmmn_——_—___ 

67 


Beſides theſe, FO are "OY IF "IRE 2 
By-Roads, and Lanes, which muſt 
alſo be look'd after, and that fome of 


them may be put into Condition , 


others may be wholly lighted and fhur 
up, or made Drift-ways, Bridle-ways, 


or Foot-ways, as may be thought con- 


venient by the Countries. 
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The Croſs-Roads of moſt Repute are as follows : 


Miles 
| London 1 { Hackney, Old Ford, and Bow o5$ 
| Hackney q | Dalſton and I7ington —------ 02 


Hornſy, 'Muzz/lc=Hill, to 
| Whetſlon wc 
| The Chaſe, South-Gate, &c. & 
| call'd Greenlanes . 
| Enfield-Town, Whetſton, Tot- 

| Zeridge, to Erworth 0 


| Ditto | c 3 


© 
o6 
10 


Enfiela-Waſh 


| » Tottenham 
- 


Hamſteal, Hend and 
From 0 London to < "1h Mb" T* 4-6. Co 
S = | 
| Stanmore, to Pinner, to Ux- 
Edgworth bridge " EE. C08 
_ # London | | Harrow and Pinner-Green — Ix 
| ; Lonaon ' +I Chelſea, Filllam ———— og. 
Thiſtleworth , Twittenham , 
| Brantford and King ſtor : 0G 
1 Kingſton | Stanes, Colebrook and Uxbridge 17 
C Ditto } [_ Cherſey. Bridge = —— 06g 
; | Yo 
| — 
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And becauſe there may be many 
Parts of the Croſs-Roads which can- 
not be accounted in the Number a- 
bove-mention'd, or may flip my 
knowledge or memory, I allow an 
overplus of 5o Miles, to be added to 
the go Miles above, which together 
makes the Croſs-Roads of Middleſex 
to be 140 Miles. H For 


For the By-Lanes, fuch as may be 
flghred need nothing bur to be ditch'd 
up; ſuch as arefor private uſe of Lands, 
for carrying of Corn, and driving 
Cattle, are to be look d after by pri- 
vate hands. 

Burt of the laſt ſort, not to be ac- 
counted by. Particulars, in the fmall 
County of Mzddleſex, we cannot al- 
low lefs in Crofs By-lanes, from 
Village to Village, and from Dwell- 
ing-Houſes which ſtand our of the 


way to the Roads, than 1000 Miles. 


So in. the whole- County I reckon - 


up, | Miles 
Of the Hugh Poſt-Road ------ 0067 
| Of. Croſs-Roads leſsPublick --- 0140 
Of: By-Lanes and [Paſſes ----- 1000 


 Thefe are the Roads I mean; - and 
thus divided under their ſeveral deno- 


To 


miunations. 
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To the Queſtion, What I woud 


do to them ? I Anſwer, 

(1.) For the 67 Miles of High Poſt- 
Road, I Propoſe to throw up a firm 
ſtrong Cauſway well bottom'd, 6 Foor 
high in the middle, and 4 Foot on the 
ſide, facd with Brick or Stone, and 
crown d with Gravel, Chalk, or Stone, 
as the ſeveral Countries they are made 
through will afford, being 44 Foot 
in Breadth, with Dirtches on either 
{ide 8 Foot Broad and 4 Foor Deep; 
ſo the whole Breaath will be 60 Foot, 
it che Ground will permir. | 

| Ar the end of every T'wo Miles, 
or ſuch like convenient diſtances, ſhall 
be a Cottage Erected, with Half an 
Acre of Ground allow'd, which ſhall 
be given Gratis, with 1 s. per Week 
Wages, to ſuch Poor Man of the Pa- 


; Tiſh, as ſhall be approvd, who ſhall 


{4 Once, ar leaſt, every day, view his 


Walk, to open Paſlages for the Water 
H 2 LO 
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ro run into the Ditches, to fill up 
Holes or ſoft Places. 


Two Riders {hall be allow'd to be 
always moving the Rounds, to view 
every thing out of Repair, and make 
Report to the DireCtors, and to ſee 
that the Cottagers do their Duty. 

(2.) For the 140 Miles of Crofs- 
Road, a like Cauſway to be made, but 
of different Dimenſions, the Breadth 
20 Foot, if the Ground will allow 
ir, the Ditches 4 Foot Broad, 3 Foot 
Deep, the Heighth in the middle 
3 Foot, and on the fides 1 Foot, or 


2 Where it may be needful; to be alſo 


crownd with Gravel, and 1 s. per 
Week to be allow'd to the Poor of 
every Parith, the Conſtables to be 
Bound to find a Man to Walk on the 
High-Way every Diviſton , for the 
{ame Purpoſe as the Cottagers do on 
the Greater Roads. 
Poſts to be fer up at every turning 
TO 
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to Note whither it goes, tor the Di- 
rection of Strangers, and how many 
Miles diſtant. 

(3.) For a 1000 Miles By-Lanes, 
only good and ſuthcient Care to keep 
them in Repair as they are, and to 
carry the Water oft by cicaring and 
cutting the Ditches, and laying Ma- 
cerials where it 1s wanted. 

This 1s what I Propoſe to do to 
them ; and what it once perform'd, I 
ſuppoſe all People wou'd own to be an 
Undertaking both Ulſetul and Honour- 
able. 

(2.) The Second Queſtion I Pro- 
pole to give an Account of, 1s, What 
the Charge will be. 

Which I account thus ; 

The Work of the great Cauſway 
I Propoſe, ſhall not Coſt lefs than 
10 s. per Foot, ſuppoſing Materials to 
be Bought, Carriage and Mens La- 
bour to be all Hird, which for 67 

To H 2 Mijes 
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Miles in Length, is no leſs than the 
Sum of 176880 Pounds; as thus, 
Every Mlle accounted at 1760 
Yards, and 3 Foot to the Yaid, is 
5280 Foot, which at 10 s. per Foot, 
is 2640 |. per Mile, and that again 
Multiplied by 67, makes the ſum of 
170880, into which I include the 
Charge of Water-Courles , Mills to 
throw off Water where needful, 
Dreins, Cc. 
To this Charge mult be added, 
Ditching to Enclole Land for ? o Cot- 
tages, and Building 3o Cottages at 
401. each, which is 1200 l. 
The Workof the ſmaller Cauſway 
I Propoſe to finiſh at the Rate of 1 2 d. 
per Foot, which being for 140 Miles 
in Length, at 5280 Foot per Mile, 
amounts to 36960, _ 
Ditching, Dreining, and Repairing 
1000 Miles, ſuppos'd at 3 s. per Rod, 
as for 320000Rod, is 480001. which 
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added to the T'wo former Accounts, 
is thus, 


The High Poſt-Roads, or the Great Cawſey — 1178050 
The ſmall Camſey ——— —— —— 036960 
" By-Lanes, &C, ———— — 04.8000 


m__—- -_—-  ——- 


263940 


If ] were to Propole {ome Mea- 

ſures for the caſing this Charge, I 

cou'd, perhaps, lay a Scheme down 

TWO! how 1t may be perform d for leis than 
br joe one half of this Charge. 


Cottages 1 
90 |. 


aller Caulw: 


As firſt, By a grant of .the Court at 
the 0ld-Baily, whereby all ſuch Cri- 
minals as are Condemnd to Die for 
e Karol ” ſmallerCrimes, may inſtead of Tran- 
fo 140 Jþ {portation be Order'd a Year's Work 
Foot jr V rag High-Ways ; others inſtead of 
| ; 'ppings, a proportion d Time, 
and Repuli and _— ike ; = , by a mo- 
at 35M derate computation, provide us gene- 


\ $000], Wl 
$000 i —_ rally 
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rally aſupply of 200 Workmen, and 


coming 1n as faſt as they go off; and 


tet the Overſeers alone to make them 
Work. 


Secondly, By an Agreement with 
the Gumea-Company to furniſh 200 
Negroes, who are generally Perſons 
that do a great deal of Work ; and 
ali theſe are Subliſted very reaſonably 
out of a Publick Storc-houle. 

Thirdly, By Carts and Horſes to 
be Bought, not Hird, with a few 
Able Carters ; and to the other a few 
Workmen that have Judgment to Di- 
rect the reſt ; and thus I queſtion nor 


the Great Cauſway {hall be done for 


4 5. per Foot Charge ; but of this by 
the by. | 


Fourthly, A Liberty to ask Chari- 
rities and Benevolences to the Work. 
(3.) To the Queſtion, How this 
Money {hall be Rais'd ? I think it the 
Parliament ſettle the Tax on the 
County 
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County for Eight Years, at 30000. 
per Am. no Man need ask, how it 
ſhall be Rais'd, ----- It will be eaſy 
enough to Raiſe the Money ; and no 
Pariſh can grudge to pay a little larger 
Rate for ſuch a Term, on condition 


never to be Taxd for the High-Ways 


ment wy 
furniſh 1 


ally Pets 


Work; + any more. 

ry realonh + Eight Years Aſleſsment at 3 ooo0ol. 
oule, per Ann. 1s enough to afford to Bor- 
and Horlss row the Money by way of Anticlpa- 
\ With 2 & tion, if need be, the Fund being {ecur'd 


he other a k by Parliament, and appropriated tO 
oment (0D. that Uſe and no other. 
queltion nx As to what Security tor Perform- 
be done & © ance : 
ut of thus! The Lands which are Enclos'd may 
be appropriated by the ſame A& of 
10 43; Civ Parliament to the Bank and Underta- 
0 the VG Kers, upon condition of Performance, 
n, How! and to be Forteit to the uſe of the e- 
[ think i: veral Pariſhes to which they belong, 
Tx 15 Incaſe upon Preſentation by the Grand 
Coll Juries, 
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Juries, and reaſonable Time given, 
any part of the Roads in ſuch and 
ſuch Pariſhes , be not kept and main- 
caind in that Poſture they are Pro- 
posd to be. Now the Lands thus 
ſettled are an eternal Security to the 
Country, for the keeping the Roads 
in Repair ; becauſe they will always 
be of ſo.-much Value over the need- 
tul Charge, as will make it worth 
while to the Undertakers to preſerve __ 
cheir Title ro them ; and the "Tenure . c' 
of them being lo precarious, as to be 7 c 
liable ro Forfeiture on Default, they =, 
: a aL 10 NC 
will always be careful to uphold the 
Cauſways. 
Laſtly, What Profit ro the Under- "0 
takers? For we muſt allow them to *5 
Gain, and that conſiderably, or no _ 
Man wou'd undertake ſuch a Work. wtf ti 
Wil 4 js 
To this I propole, Firſt, : 
During the Work allow them out 
of the Stock 3000 l. per Ann. for Ma- 
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Afﬀer the Work is finiſh'd, fo much 
of the 5000l. per Ann. as can be ſav, 
and the Roads kept in good Repair, 
let be their own; and if the Lands 
Secur'd be not of the Value of 5000 l. 
a Year, Jet ſo much of the Eight 
Years Tax be ſet apart as may Pur- 
chaſe Land to make them up ; if they 
come to more, let the Benefit be to 
the Adventurers. 

It may be Obje&ed here, That a 
Tax of 30000l. for Eight Years will 
come in as faſt as it can well be laid 
out, and fo no Anticipations will be 
requiſite ; for the whole Work Pro- 
pos d cannor be probably finiſhed in 


lels Time; and it ſo, 


0 
The Charge of the Country amounts to 24.0000 
The Lands ſav'd Eizht Tears Revenue ——— 040000 
2 80000 


W nich 1s | 3000 [. ITLOLC chan the 
q Charge ; 
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Charge ; and if the Work be done fo 
much Cheaper, as is mentioned, the 
Profit to the Undertaker will be Un- 
reaſonable. 

To this I ſay, I wou'd have the 
Undertakers bound to accept the Sal- 
lary of 3000 |. per Ann. for Manage- 
ment, and if a whole Years Tax can 
be ſpar'd, either leave it Unrais'd up- 
on the Country, or put it in Bank to 
be improvd againſt any occaſion, of 
Building, perhaps, a great Bridge; or 


ſome very wet Seaſon, or Froſt, may 


; hey cou 
x cannot Þ 


ſo Damnify the Works, as to make y G h 
them require more than ordinary Re- - : a 
pair. Bur the Undertakers ſhoud Fo ; 
make no private Advantage of ſuch = 
an Overplus, there might be ways X i this we 
cnough found for it. 


Another Objection lies againſt the 
Poſſibility of Enclofing the Lands up- 
on the Waſte, which generally belongs 
WM i i Wl, 
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Ntioned, 4 to ſome Mannor, whoſe different T'e- 
wil be Y, nures may be ſo croſs, and ſo other- 
wiſe encumbred, that even the Lord 
Wd haxe of thoſe Mannors, though they were 
cept the Y willing, cou'd not Convey them. 
for Manx This may be Anſwer'd in General, 
en Ty. That an Act of Parliament is Omni- 
tUnraigd & potent with reſpect to Titles and Te- 
titin Bat  Nures of. Land, and can Empower 
Lords and Tenants to Confent to what 
ex Bride, Elſe they cou d not ; as tO Particulars, 
rg they cannot be Anſwer till they are 
or Froſt, m ; | 
| Proposd; but there is no doubt bur 


oaks an Act of Parhamenr may adjult it 
} alll'in one Head. 


_ M What a Kingdom wou'd England 
"fb " be if this were perftorm'd in all the 
git Counties of it! and yer I believe it is 
feaſible, even in the worſt. I have 
IT narrowly oblerv'd all the Conliderable 
lies 2920 Ways in that unpaſlable County of 
3 the Lan: Suſſex, which eſpecially in fome parts 
nerally bel in the Wild, as they very properly call 


| it, 


y occalion, 
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it, of the County, hardly admits the 
Countrey People to "Travel to Mar- 
Kets in Winter, and makes Corn dear 
at Marker becauth it cant be brought, 
and cheap ar the Farmer's Houſe 6 
cauſe he can't carry it to Market ; 

yer even in that County wou'd I ite 
certake tocarry on this Propoſal, and 
that to oy Advantage , if back'd 


with the Authority of an Act of Par- 


hament. 


| have ſeen in that horrible Coun- 
try the Road 60 to 100 Yards Broad, 


lie from fide to fide all Poach'd with 


Cattel, the Land of no manner of 


Benefit, and yet no going with a 
Horſe, but at every ſtep up to the 
Shoulders, full of Sloughs and Holes, 
and es, with ſtanding-water. It 
colts them incredible Sums of Money 
ro Repair them; and the very Places 
that are mended, wou'd fright a young 
Fraveller to go over them ; "The Ro- 
mans 
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mans Maſter'd this Work, and by a 
firm Cauſeway made a High-way 
quite through this . deep Country , 


ve brough through Darkm in Surry to Stanſted, 
'SHouke && and thence to Okeley, and ſo on to 
t Marke Arundel ; its Name tells us ' what it 
{\Woud In was made of; for it was call'd Stone- 
ropolal, x ſtreet, and many vilible parts of it re- 


main to this day. 

Now would any Lord of a Mannor 
retule to allow 40 Yards in breadth our 
of that Road I mention'd, to have the 


Yards Brou other 20 made into a Firm, Fair, and 
Poachd wn Pleaſant Cauſeway over that Wilder- 
5 manner i neſs of a Countrey ? 


g0INg With Or would not any man acknow- 
ep up to © ledge, Thar putting this Country into a 
johs and: condition for Carriages and Travellers 
ling-water, - ©O pals, would be a great Work? The 
1; of ur Gentlemen would find the Benefit of 


It 1n the Rent of their Land, and Price 
of their Timber ; the Countrey Pco- 


bn . Thei ple would find the difference in the 
32” Sale 


Wh 


112 An Eſſay 

Sale of their Goods, which now they 
cannot carry beyond the firſt Market- 
Town, and hardly thither; and the 
whole County would reap an Advan- 
tage an hundred to one greater than 
the Charge of it. And fince the Want 
we feel of any Convenience is gene=- 
rally the firſt Motive to Contrivance 
for a Remedy, I wonder no man ever 
chought of ſome Expedient for {o con- 


{iderable a Detect. 


Of ASSURANCES. 


SSURAN CES among Mer- 
chants I believe may plead Pre- 


"4 


-_- - fo 


ſcription, and has been of uſe rime 
out of mind in Trade; tho perhaps 
neyer {o much a Trade as now. 

'T'is a Compact among Merchants. 
its beginning being an Accident to 
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Trade, and aroſe from the Diſeaſe of 


Mens Tempers, who having run lar- 
ger Adventures in a ſingle Bottom 
than afterwards they found convenient, 
grew fearful and uncaly ; and diſco- 
vering their uneaſ:nels to others, who, 
perhaps, had no Effedts in the ſame 
Veſlel, they offer to bear part or the 
Hazard for part of the Profit ; Con- 
venience made this a Cuſtom, and 
Cuſtom brought it into a Method, till 
at laſt it becomes a Trade. 
[ cannot queſtion the Lawfulneſs of 
* it, fince all Riſque in Trade is for 
Gain ; and when I am neceſſitated to 
have a greater Cargo of Goods in ſuch 
or luch a Bottom, than my Stock 
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among W can afford to loſe, another may 
ay plead: ſurely offer to go a Part with me; and 
| ſa f i FEE, 4 . . 

nor Wer as tisjuſt if I give another part of che 
- tho pur Gain, heſhou'd run partot rheRiſque, 
; 45 nOW, ſo it is as juſt, that if he runs var: 
ng, Meru of my Rilque, he ſhou'd have parr 
1 Accident: I of 


114 An Eſſay 

of the Gain, Some Obje&t the dif- 
parity of the Premio to the Hazard, 
when the Enſurer runs. the Riſque of 
1 001. on the Seas from Jamaica to Lon- 
don for 40 s. which, ſay they, is pre- 
poſterous and unequal. "Though this 
Objection is hardly worth Anſwering 
ro Men of Bulineſs, yet it looks ſome- 
thing fair to them that know no bet- 
zer; and for the Information of ſuch, 
[ trouble the Reader with a tew Heads. 

Firſt, They muſt conſider the Enſu- 
rer is Our no Stock. 

Secondly, It is but one Riſque the 
Enfſtrer runs, whereas the Aflured has 
had a Riſque out, a Riſque of Debts 
abroad, a Riſque of a Market, and a 
Riſque of his Factor, and hasa Riſque 
of a Market to come, and therefore 
ought to have an an{werable Profit. - 

Thirdly, If ic has been a Trading 
Voyage, perhaps, the Adventurer has 
Paid Three -or - Fonr ſuch Premios, 

which 
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which ſometimes make the Enfurer 
clear more by a Voyage, than the 
Merchant ; I my felt have Paid 100 [. 
Enſurances in thoſe ſmall Premio's on 
a Voyage I have not gotten 5 o [. by ; 
and I ſuppoſe I am not the firlt that 
has done lo neither. 


This way of Afluring has alſo, as 


. other Arts of "Trade have, - {ufter'd 


ſome Improvement ( if I may be al- 
lowd that 'Term ) in our Ape; and 
the farſt ſtep upon it, was an En/ſurance- 
Offce for Houſes to Enſure them from 
Fire ; Common Fame gives the Pro- 
ject ro Dr. Barebone; a Man, I ſup- 
poſe, better known as a Builder than 
a Phyſician. Whether ir were his, or 
whoſe it was, I do not enquire; it was 
ſettled on a Fund of Ground-Rents, 
to Anſwer in caſe of Loſs, and mer: 
with very good Acceptance. 
But it was foon follow'd by another, 
by way of Friendly Society; where every 
; 3 One 
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one who Subſcribe, pay their Ouota to. 


Build up any Man's Houle who. is a 
Contributor, if it {hall happen to be 
Burnt. I won't decide which is the 
Beſt, or which Succeeded beſt, bur I 
believe the latter brings in moſt Money 
to the Contriver. 

Only one Benefit I cannot omit 
which they reap from theſe T'wo Socie- 
ties who are not concern d in either, 
Thar it any Fire happen, whether in 
Houſes Enſurd or not Enſurd, they 
have each of them a ſer of Luſty Fel- 
lows, generally Water-men, who be- 
ing immediately cail'd up, where-ever 
they live, by Watchmen Appointed , 
are, it muſt be confels'd, .very Active 


and Diligent in helping to pur our the 


Fire. 


/ 

As to any further Improvement to 
be made upon Aflurances in Trade, 
no queſtion there may, and I doubt 
not 
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upon Projects. EY 
not but on Payment of a {mall Dury 
to the Government, the King mighr 
be made the General Enſurer of all 
Foreign Trade : Of which more un- 
der another Head. 
I am of the Opinion allo, that an 
Office of Enſurance Erected to Enſure 
the Titles of Lands, in an Age where 
they are fo precarious as now, might 


be a Project not unlikely to ſucceed. if 


Eſtabliſh'd on,a good Fund. Bur I 
ſhall ſay no more to that, becauſe ir 
ſeems to be a Deſign in hand by ſome 
Perſons in Town, and is indeed no 
Thought of my own. 

Enſuring of Life I cannot admire 
I ſhall ſay nothing to it ; but that in 
Italy where Stabbing and Poyſoning is 
lo much in Vogue, ſomething may 
be ſaid for ir, and on contingent An- 
nuities; and yet I never knew the 
thing much approv'd of on any ac- 
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Of FR1ENDLY-SOCGIETIES. 


Nother Branch of Enſurance, is 

by Contribution, or ( to bor- 
row the Term from that before-men- 
tiond ) Friendly-Socteties ; which , 1s 
1n ſhort, a Number of People entring 
into 4 Mucual Compact to Help one 


another, in caſe any Dilaſter or Dt- 


ſtreſs Gl upon them. 


It Mankind *eou'd agree, as thele 
might be Regulated, all chings which 
have Caſn alcy 3 in chem, might be Se- 
curd. But one thing iS Parricularly 
requird. in this way of Aflurances; 
None can be admitted , bur fach 
whoſe Circumſtances are, at leaſt in 
lome degree, alike, and To Mankind 
mult be forted Lan Claſſes; and as 
their Contingences differ , every dif- 
ferent Sort may be a Society upon even 


_ Terms; forthe Circumſtances of Peo- 
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ple, as tO Life, difter extremely by the 
Age and Conſtirution of their Bodies, 
and difference of Employment ; as he 
that lives on {hore,againſ{t him chat goes 
co Sea, ora Young Man againit an Old 
Man ; or a Shopkeeper againita Solater, 
are unequal ; I dont pretend to deter- 
mine the Controverted Pointe of Pre- 
deſtination,the Foreknowledge and De- 
crees of Providence; perhaps,ita Man be 
Decreed to be Kill'd in the "Frenches, 
the ſame Foreknowledge Order d him 
zo Liſt himſelf a Soldier tnat ir might 
come to pals; and the like of a Sea- 
man ;z but this I am ſure, ſpeaking of 
Second Cauſes, a Seaman or a Soldier 
is {ubje&t ro more contingent hazards 
than other Men, and therefore are not 
upon equa] Terras to form ſuch a So- 
ciety ; nor is an Annuity on the Lite 
of ſuch a Man worth ſo much as it 
3s upon other Men; therefore it a So- 
clety ſhou'd agree together to Pay the 


[ 4. EX» 
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Exccutor of every Member fo ach 
after the Deceale of the {aid Mem- 
ber, the Seamens Executors wou'd 
molt certainly have an Advantage , 
and receive more than they Pay. So 
that 'tis neceflary to ſort the World in- 
to Parcels, Seamen with Seamen, Sol- 
diers with Soldiers, and the like. 

Nor is this a new thing; the Friendly 
Society mult not pretend to aſſume ro 
themielves the Contrivance of the Me- 
thod, or think us guilty of borrowing 
on them, when we draw this into 
other Branches: tor I know nothing is 
taken from them but the bare word, 
Friendly-Society, vihich they cannor pre- 
tend to be any confideravle piece of 
Invention neither, 

[ can refer them ro the very indivi- 
aual Practice in other things, which 
claims preſcription beyond Jo begin- 
Ng mr the iaft Age, and that is in our 
Marſhes and Fens in Eſſex, Kent, 
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and the Iſle of Ely; where great 
Quantities of Land being with much 
Pains and a valt Charge recovered 
out of the Seas and Rivers, and 
maintain'd with Banks (which they 
call Walls) the Owners of thoſe 
Lands agree to Contribute to the 
keeping up thoſe Walls, and keeping 
out the Sea , which 1s all one with a 
Friendly-Society; and it I have aPieceof 
Land in any Level or Marſh, tno' it 
bounds no where on the Sea or Ri- 
ver, yet I pay my Proportion to the 
Maintenance of the ſaid Wall or 
Bank; and if at any time the Sea 
breaks in, the Damage is not laid up- 
on the Man in whoſe Land the Breach 
happened, unleſs it was by his neglect, 
bur it lies on the whole Land, and is 
called a Level-Lot. 

Again, I have known it practiſed 
In Tenge of Horſe, eſpecially when 
it was ſo orderd that the Troopers 

| Mounted 
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Mounted themſelves; where every pri- 
vate Trooper has agreed to Pay, per- 

haps, 2d. per diem out of his Pay into 


a Publick Stock, which Stock was 
employed to Remouat any of the 
Troop who by Accident ſhou'd loſe 
his Horle. 

Again, The Sailors Contribution to 
the Cheſt at Chatham, is another 
Friendly-Society ; and more might be 
nam d. 

Toargue againſt the Lawkulneſs of 
this, woud be to cry down common vers a0 
Equity, as well as Charity ; for as 'tis ind or 
kind that my Neighbour {hou'd Re- {hour 
lieve me if I fall into Diſtreſs or De- :nokt b 
cay; fo tis bur Equal he ſhou'd dolo jw. ( 1 
if I agrced to have done the ſame for Nheves, Bl 
him ; and it God Almighty has Com- «(ff 
manded us to Relieve and Help one {44 
another in Diſtreſs, ſure ic muſt be jeg 
commendable to bind our ſelves by [flv 
Agreement ro Obey that Command ; jy; 

nay, 
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nay, it ſeems to be a Project that we 
are led to by the Divine Rule, and 
has ſuch a Latitude in 1t, that, for 


ought I know, as I ſaid, all the Diſ- 
aſters in the World might be prevent- 


dh _ed by it, and Mankind be ſecur'd from 


all the Miſeries, Indigences, and Di- 
ſtreſles that happen in the World. In 
which I crave leave to be a little Par- 
ticular. 

Firſt, General Peace might be ſe- 
curd all over the World by it, if all 
the Powers agreed to ſuppreſs him that 
Uſurpd or Encroach'd upon his 
Neighbour. All the Contingences of 
Life might be fenc'd againſt by this 
Method, ( as Fire 1s already ) as 
Thieves, Floods by Land, Storms by 
Sea, Lofles of all Sorts, and Death it 
ſelf, in a manner, by making it up to 
the Survivor, 

[ {hall begin with the Seamen; for 
as their Lives are ſubject to more ha- 

zards 
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zards than others, they ſeem to come 
firſt in view. 


Of Seamen. 


Sailors are Les Enfans Perdue, the 
Forlorn hope of the World; they are 
Fellows that bid Defiance to Terror, 
and maintain a conſtant War with 
the Elements; who by the Magick of 

their Arr, Trade in the very confines 
of Death , and are always poſted 
within ſhot, as I may fay, of the 
Grave : 'Tis true, reſt familiarity 
with Danger makes them deſpiſe it, +; Wn 
for which, I hope, no body will loſes þ 
lay they are the wiſer; and Cuſtom Slag) 1 
has ſo harden'd them , that We (men 
find them the worſt of Men, tho yr v 
always in view of their laſt Mo- jy wy 
menr. Jt I F 

| have obſery d one great Error (4 

in the Cuſtom of England, relating 
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to theſe ſort of People, and which 
this way of Friendly-Society wou'd be 
2 Remedy tor. 


If a Seaman who Enters himſelf, 
or is Preſsd into the King's Ser- 


vice, be by any Accident Wound- 


ed or Diſabled , ro Recompence 
him for the Loſs, he receives a 
Penſion during Lite, which the Sail- 
ors call Smart-Money, and 1s pro- 
portioned to their Hurt, as for the 
Loſs .of an Eye, . Arm, Leg.,..or 
Finger, and the like; and as tis 
a very Honourable thing, ſo tis 
but reaſonable, That a Poor Man 
who Loſes his Limbs ( which arc 
his Eſtate) in the Service of the 
Government, and 1s thereby diſa- 
bled from his Labour to get his 
Bread, ſhou'd be provided for, and 
not ſufferd to Beg or Starve for 
want of thoſe Limbs he lo& in the 
Service of his Country. 
or But 
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But if you come to the Sea 
men in the Merchants Service, not 
the leaſt Proviſion is made ; which 
has been the Loſs of many « good 
Ship, with many a Rich Cargo, which 
wound otherwiſe have been Sav d. 

And the Sailors are 'in the 
Right of it too: For Inſtance; A 
Merchant Ship coming home from 
tne Indies, perhaps very. Rich, meets 
with a Privateer (nor ſo Strong but 
that She might Fight him, and perhaps 
ger off ); the Czptain calls up his 


Crew, tells them , Gentlemen, Jou ſee 


how 'tis, T dont aueſtion Tony we may 
Clear our ſelves of this Caper, if en 
will Stand by Me. One of the 
Qrew-; 48 willing to Fight as the 
reſt, ma as far from a Coward as 
the Caprain, bur endow'd with a little 
more Wit than his Fellows, Repltes, 
Noble Captain, We are all willing to Fight, 
and don't queſtion but to Beat him 


off ; 
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tO the % off ; but here 1s the Caſe, If we are 

| Yiice, 6 Taken, we ſhall be ſet on Shore, and 

Made ; whi then ſent Home, and Loſe, perhaps, 

Many a gov our Cloaths, and a little Pay ; but if 

Cargo, why we Fight and Beat the Privateer , 

e been Sai perhaps Half a Score of us may be 

att in 1 Wounded and Loſe our Limbs, and. 

W In; then we are Undone and our Families ; 

Ing home fk of you will Sign an Obligation to us, 

ry Rich, = That the Owners, or Merchants, ſhall al- | 

t {6 Strong|\ low a Penſion to ſuch as are Maid, 

im, and pet; that we may not Fight for the Ship, 

In c2lls Ip. and 20 4a Beg gms Our ſelves, we will 

entlemen, Joy Þrmng off the Ship, or Sink by her 

mn but we 3 ſide > otherwiſe I am not willing to 

is Corr, i Fight, for my part. The Captain 
On of | cannot do this; fo they Strike, and 
rohr af he Ship and Cargo 1s Loſt. 

0 Hy : | | | 

© , Conn It | ſhoud curn this {ſuppos'd Ex- 
wd with ak ample iato a real Hiſtory, and Name 

al as, Ref the Ship and the Captain that did 

=. , lo, wt woud be too plain to be 

wg" contradicted. 
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Wherefore, for the Encouragement 
of Sailors in the Service of the 
Merchant, I woud have a Friendly- 
Society Ereted for Seamen ; where- 
in all Sailors, or Seafaring-men , 
Entring their Names , Places of 
Abode, and the Voyages they go 
upon , * at an Offce of Enſurance for 
Seamen, and Paying there a cer- 
rain ſmall Quarteridge , of 1 s. per 
Quarter, ſhou'd have a Seal'd Cer- 
tificate from the Governors of the 
ſaid Office, for the Articles hereafter 


mentioned. 


(1.) If any fuch Seaman, either 
in Fight, or by any other Accident 
at Sea, come to be diſabled, he ſhou'd 
receive from the {aid Office the fol- 


lowing Sums of Money, either 1n 
Penſion for Life, or Ready Money, as 


he pleas d, 
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I, 
ave a Friey fr” FER Es d1. 
| | Both Eyes 100 | | 
NUating-ny Both Legs . _ | | G PROgr-vEN 
For the + Right Han O i Per Anti: 
ob, Places T of: of , 4 Hand 50 > Or 0 4 > for Life. 
dYages they Right Arm 100 8 | 
0 Enſura | Lelt Arm 9 os 
: |} Both Hands 160 | , 12 | 
p there 2. (|, Both Arms 2003 {16 y! 
be, of 1.; 
e 4 Sealdl a Broken Arm, or Leg, or Thigh, _— _ 
UTC wn—_— _—— 


overnors 0 If taken by the Turks, 501. mandy his Ranſom: 
Artides her If he become Infirm and Unable to go to Sea, or 
Maintain himſelt, by Age or Sicknets, 6 1, per Ann: 
To their Wives if they are Kill'd or Drown'd, 50}: 


Saman, © In Conſideration of this, every Sea- 
other AC man Subſcribing to the Society, {hall 
ſabled, te Agree to Pay to the Receipt of the 
id Ofice tk" ſaid Office, his Quota of the Sum to 
loney, a be Paid, whenever, and as ofren as 
Ready Mow ſuch Clemens made the Claims 
to be Enterd into the Office, and 
upon ſufficient Proof made, tie Coe 

K  Vernors 
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Vernors to Regulare the Diviſion, and 
Publi{h it in Print. 

For Example : 

Suppole 4006 Seamen Subſcribe to 
this Society, and after Six Months, for 
no Man ihou'd Claim ſooner than 
Six Months, a Merchanr's Ship having 
Engagd a Privareer, there comes {ex 
veral Claims cogether : As thus ; 


l, 

A Was Wounded aud Lo#t one Leg —— Fo 
B Blown up with Power, ana has Lo#\, 

an Eye - — —_ 

C Had a Great Shot took af his Arm — 100 

D With a Splinter had an Eye Struck out 25 

200 

E Was KilPd with a Great Shot, to ooo : 

paid io his Wife — ; 


— Ar———_——_—_ 


— EIA G7 commmm__—_—_— 


250 


The Governors hereupon ſettle the 
Claim of theſe Perſons, and make 


Publication, T hat whereas ſuch and fuch 
Seamen, 
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Seamen, Members of the Society, have 
in an Engagement with a French Priva- 
4 teer, been ſo and ſo Hurt, their Claims 
i dſcrib upon the Office, by the Rules and Agree- 
Th. Months, ments of the ſaid Offce, being adjuſted 
1 looher t by the Governors, amounts to 2501. 
N.$ Shih ha which being equally divided among the Sub- 
there come ſeribers, comes to 1 8. 3 d. each ; which 
: As this, "af Perſons that are S ubſcribers to the faid 
Office are deſired to Pay in, for their re- 
ks ſpeFive Subſcriptions, that the ſaid 
7 HY Wounded Perſons may be Relievd ac- 
_ cordinely, as they expe&t to be Relievd, 
of his 4m = if the ſame, or the like Caſualty ſhou'd be- 
n Eje rut fall them. 
"  *Tis buta ſmall matter for a Man 
wb Sh, 0 to Contribute, it he gave 15. 3 d. 
= out of his Wages to Relieve Five 
- Wounded Men ot his own Fratetnity, 
but at the ſame time to be afſur'd that 
it he is Hurt or Maim'd he ſhall have 
the ſame Relief, it is a thing fo ratio- 
A ſub nal, that hardly any thing but a Hare- 
wa x braind 


Divition, + 
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brain'd Fellow that thinks of nothing, © 


wou'd omit Exitritngg himlelt into ſuch 
2n Ofhce. | 
E ſhall not enter f 3997 A into » this 


Afﬀeair. becauſe, perhaps, I may give 


the Propoſal to: ſome berlors who 
may ſet it on foot; and then the World 
may {ee the "EF ot: it- bl the Exc- 


cution. 


Il Fw Hridurs, 


The ſame Riechod of FrientheSs 


ciety I conceive woud be a very p10- 
per Propoſal for Widows. 

We have abundance of Women 
who have been Bred well, and Livd 
well, Ruin'd in a few Year, and, 
perhaps, left Young, with a Houſe full 
of Chidren, and nothing to Support 
them ; _ falls generally upon the 


Wives. of the Inferior Clergy, or of 


Shopkeepers and Artificers. 
LR ae avs They 
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They Marry Wives with perhaps 
2001. to 10000. Portion, and can 
{ettle no Jointure upon them ; either 


they are Extravagant and Idle, and 
Waſte it, or Trade Decays, or Lofles, 


” 


ks Ot nothy 
nlel nto | 


Nther into + 
L d, | may 0 


> Perſons y or 2 thouſand Contingences happen to 
lhentheF, bring a Tradelman to Poverty, and 
i by the] ne Breaks ; the Poor Young Woman, 


It may be,has Three or Four Children, 
and 1s driven to a thouſand ſhifts, 
while he lies in the Mint or Friars un- 
ler the Dilemma of a Statute of Bank- 
rupt ; but if he Dies, then ſhe is ab- 
lolutely Undone, unleſs ſhe has Friends 
tO go to. 


lows, 


of Frendh 
be 2 very | 
WS, 


Suppole an Office to be Erected, to 
be call'd An Offce of Enſurance for Wi- 
dows, upon the following Condi- 
tions : 

Two thouſand Women, or their 
Husbands for them , Enter their 
Names into a Regiſter to be kepr 
for that purpoſe, with the Names, 

K 7 Age, 
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Age, and Trade of. their Husbands, 
with the Place of their Abode, Paying 
at the time of their Entring 5 s. down 
with 1 5. 4 d. per Quarter, which is to 
the ſetting up and ſupport of an Office 
with Clerks, and all proper Oftcers 
for the ſame; for there is no main- 
tamins ſuch without Charge ; they 
receive every one of them a Certif- 
cate, Scal'd by the Secretary of the 
Office, and Signd by the Governors, 
for the Articies hereafter mentioned. 


Ir any one of the Women become 

a Widow at any time after Six Months 
from the Date of her Subſcription , 
upon duo Notice given, and Claim 
made at the Office in torm, as {hall 
be dire&ted, {he ſhall receive within 
Six Months after ſuch Claim made, 
the Sum of 500 !. in Money, without 
any Deductions, faving ſome {mall 
Fees to the Officers, which the ”_ 
ces 
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ſtees muſt ſettle, that they may be 


known. 

In Conſideration of this , every 
Woman fo Subſcribing, Obliges her 
ſelf to Pay as often as any Member 
of the Society becomes a Widow, the 
dye Proportion or Share allotred to 
her to Pay, towards tne 500 l. for the 
{aid Widow, provided her Share does 
not exceed the Sum of 5 5. 

No Seaman or Soldiers Wives to 
be accepted into ſuch a Propoſal as 
this, on the account betore-mention'd, 
becauſe the Contingences of their 
Lives are not equal to others, unleſs 
they will admit this general Exception, 
ſuppoſing they do not Die out of the 
Kingdom, 

It might alſo be an Exception, That 
ii the Widow , that Claim'd, had 
really, bona fide, leit her by her Hul- 
band to her own uſe , clear of all 
Debts and Legacies, 2000 [. ſhe 

K 4 {hou'd 
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{hou'd have no Claim ; the Intent be- 


ing to Aid the Poor, not add to the 
Rich. But there lies a great many 
Objections againft ſuch an Article: As 

(1.) It may tempt ſome to For- 
{wear themſelves. 

(2.) People will Order their Wills 
ſo as to Defraud the Exception. 

One Exception muſt be made; and 
that is, Either very Unequal Matches, 
as when a Woman of Nineteen Mar- 
ries an Old Man of Seventy; or 
Women who have Infirm Husbands, 
I mean. known and publickly ſo. To 
remedy which, T'wo things are to be 


done. 4. 


(1.) The Office muſt have moving 
Ofhcers without doors, who {hall in- 
form themſelves of ſuch matters, and 
it any ſuch Circumſtances appear, the 
Office ſhou'd have 1 4 days time to re- 
turn their Money, and declare their 
Subſcriptions Void. 

- (2.) No 
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\ (2.) No Woman whoſe Husband 
had any viſible Diſtemper , ſhou'd 
claim under a Year after her Sub- 
ſcription. 

One grand Objection againſt this 
Propoſal, is, How you will oblige 
People to Pay either their Subſcripti- 
on, or their Quarteridge. 


To this I Anſwer, By no compul- 


fron (tho! that mighr be perform'd 


00 ) but altogether voluntary ; only 
with this Argument to move it, that 
if they do not continue their Pay- 
ments, they loſe the Benefit of their 
paſt Contributions. 

I know it lies as a fair Objetion 
againſt ſuch a Project as this, That the 
number of Claims are ſo uncertain, 
That no Body knows what they en- 
gage in, when they Subſcribe, for ſo 
many may Die Annually out of T'wo 
thouſand, as may make my Paymenr 
20 Or 25 |. per Ann, and if a Woman 

happen 
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happen to Pay that for Twenty 
Years, though {he receives the 5 o0 |. 


at laſt ſhe is a great Loſer ; but if the 
dies before her Husband, ſhe has leſ- 
{ened his Eſtate conſiderably, and 
brought a great Loſs upon him. 

Firſt, I ſay to this, That I wou'd 
have ſuch a Propoſal as this be ſo fair 
and fo caſy, that it any Perſon who 
had Subſcrib'd, found the Payments 
roo high, and the Claims tall too of- 
ren, it ſhou'd be attheir liberty at any 
time, upon Notice given, to be Re- 
leaſed, and ſtand Obligd no longer ; 
and it fo, Yolenti non fit injuria; every 
one knows belt what their own Cir- 
cumitances will bear. 

In the next Place, becauſe Death is 
a Contingency, no Man can directly 
calculare, and all that Subſcribe muſt 
take the hazard ; yer that a Prejudice 
againſt this Notion may not bebuilt on 
wrong grounds, let's examine a little the 

pro- 
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probable hazard, and ſee how many 
{hall die Annually out of 2000 Sub- 
ſcribers, accounting by the common 
proportion of Burials, to the number of 
the Living, 

Sir William Petty in his Political 
Arithmetick, by a very Ingenious Cal- 
culation, brings the account of Buri- 
als in London, to be 1 in 40 Annually, 
and proves it by all rae proper Rules 
of proportiond Computation ; and 
Ile take my Scheme from thence. 

If then One in Forty of all the 
People in England Die, that ſup- 
poles Fifty to Die every Year out 
of our Two Thouſand Subſcribers ; 
and for a Woman to Contribure 5 s. 
to every one, wou d certainly be to 
Agree to Pay 121. 105. per Ann. upon 
her Husband's Life, to receive 5 00 l. 
when he Did, and loſe itif ſhe Di'd 
frlt ; and yet this wou'd not be a Ha- 


zard beyond reaſon too great for the 
(Gain, BuzL 
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But [I {ſhall offer ſome Reaſons to 
prove this to be impoſſible in our 
Caſe ; Firſt, Sir Wilkam Petty allows 
the City of London to contain about a 
Million of People, and our Yearly 
Bill of Mortality never yet amounted 
ro 25000 in the moſt Sickly Years 
we have had, Plague Years excepted, 
tometimes but to 20000, which is but 


One in Fifty : Now it 1s to be conſi- 


derd here, that Children and Ancient 
People make up, one time with ano- 


ther, at leaſt one third of our Bills of 


Mortality; and our Aſſurances lies 


UPON NONC but the Midling Age of 


the People, which 1s the only Age 
wherein Lite is any thing ſteady; and 
if that be allow d, there cannot Die 
by his Computation, above One in 
Eighty of ſuch People every Year; bur 
becauſe I wou'd be ſure to leave room 
for Caſualty, Tle allow One in Fifty 
ſhall Die out of our Number Sub- 
Icribd. Secondly, 
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Secondly, It muſt be allow'd, that 


our Payments falling due only on the 


Death of Husbands, this One in Fifty 


muſt not be reckoned upon the T'wo 
thouſand; for 'tis to be ſuppos'd at 
leaſt as many Women {hall Die as 
Men, and then there is nothing to 
Pay ; ſo that One in Fifty upon One 
Thouſand, is the molt that I can ſup- 
poſe {hall Claim the Contribution im 
a Year, which is Twenty Claims a 
Year, at5 s.each, and is 5 l. per Ann. and 
if a Woman Pays this for Twenty 
Year, and Claims at laſt, ſhe is 
Gainer enough, and no extraordinary 
Loſer if {he never Claims at all : And 
| verily beheve any Office might Un- 
dertake to Demand ar all Adventures 
not above 6 [. per Ann. and iecure the 
Subſcriber 500. in caſe ſhe come to 

Claim as a Widow. 
I forbear being more particular on 
this Thought, having occaſion to be 
. larger 
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larger in other Prints ; the Experiment 
being refolv'd upon by ſome Friends, 


who are pleas'd to think this too uſeful 


a Project not to be put in execution ; 
and therefore I refer the Reader to the 
Publick Practice of it. 


| have ham'd thele two Caſes as ſpe- 
cial Experiments of what might be 
done by Aſfurances in way of Friend- 
ly Society ; and 1 believe I mighr 
without Arrogance affirm, "That the 
fame Thought might be improv'd in- 
ro Methods that ſhou'd prevent the 
General Miſery and Poverty of Man- 
kind, and at once ſecure us againſt 
Beggars, Pariſh-Poor, Alms-Houles, 
and Hoſpitals; and by which, not a 
Creature ſo Miſerable, or fo Poor, but 
ſhould claim Subhiſtence as their Due, 

and not ask it of Charity. 
I cannot believe any Creature ſo 
wretchedly baſe, as to Beg of mere 
choice, 
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chigice ; but either it muit proceed 
from Want , or ſordid prodigious 
Covetoulnels ; and thence I afhrm, 
There can be no Beggar, but he ought 
to be either Reliev d, or Puni{hd, or. 
both. If a man begs for mere Cove- 
touſneſs, without Want, tis a baſenels 
of Soul ſo extremely ſordid, as oughr 
to be us'd with the urmoſt Contempr, 
and puniſh'd with the Correction due 
to a Dog, If he begs for Want, that 
Wanr is procurd by Slothfulneſs and 
Idleneſs, or by Accident ; it the latter, 
he ought to be relievd; i the for- 
mer, he ought to be puni{h'd tor the 
Cauſe, bur at the ſame time reliev'd 
allo ; tor no man ought to ſtarve, let 
his Crime be what it will. 

[hall proceed therefore to a Scheme, 
by which all Mankind, be he never ſo 
mean, ſo poor, ſo unable, ſhall gain 
tor himſelf a Juſt Claim to a comforta- 
ble Subſiſtence , whenſoever Age or 

Caſualty 
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Caſualty ſhall reduce him to a neceſ- 
fity of making ule of it. There is a 
Poverty ſo far from being Deſpicable, 
that 'tis Honourable, when a man by 
direct Caſualty , ſudden Providence, 
and withour any procuring of his own, 
is reduc'd to want Relief from others, 
as by Fire, Shipwreck, Loſs of Limbs, 
and the like. 

Theſe are ſometimes fo apparent , 
that they command the Charity of 


others ; but there are alſo many Fa- 
milies reducd to Decay, whoſe Con- ' 


ditions are not fo publick , and yet 
their Neccfatics as great. Innumera- 
ble Circumſtances reduce men to 
want ; and prefling Poverty oblige 
ſome people to make their Caſes pub- 
lick, or ſtarve; and from thence came 
the Cuſtom of Begging, which Sloth 
and Idlenels has improv'd intoa Trade. 
Bur the, Method I propoſe, thoroughly 
put in practice, would remove the 
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Cauſe, and the Effte& wou'd ceaſe of 
courle. 


Want of Conſideration is the great 
reaſon why People do not provide in 
their Youth and Strength for Old Age 
and Sickneſs; and the enſuing Propoſal 
is, inſhort, only this, "Thar ail Perſons 
in the time of their Health and Youth, 
while they are able to Work and 
ſpare it, ſhoud lay up ſome ſmall 
inconfiderable part of their gettings 
as a depofir in fate hands, to lie as a 
Store in bank to relieve them, it by 
Age or Accident they come to be dit- 
abled, or uncapable to Provide {or 
themſelves; and that it God {ſo Bleſs 
them, that they nor theirs never come 
to need it, rhe overplus may be em- 


ploy'd to relieve ſuch as ſhall. 


If an Office in the ſame nature 
with this, were appointed in every 
County 


An Efay. 
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County . 


Poverty might eaſily be prevented, 
and Begging wholly ſuppres d. 


The Propoſal 1 is for 


A PensSIlonOFrFice. 


* ſome convenient place, where 
ſhall. be a Secretary, a Clerk, and a 
Searcher, always arrending, 


Thar all "TIE of People, who are 
Labouring People, and of Honeſt Re- 
pute, of what Calling or Condition 
foever, Men or Women, Beggars and 
Soldiers excepted, who being Tound of 
their Limbs, and under Fifty Years 
of Age, ſhall come to the {aid Office, 
and enter their Names, Trades, aca 
Places of Abode, into a Regiſter to 
be kept. for char purpole, and ſhall 
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pay. dowri ar the time of the faid En- 
tring, the Sum. of Sixpence, and from 
thence One Shilling per Quarter 5 {hall 


every.. one. have an_ Aſſurance under 
the Seal of the ſaid Office, for theſe 


tollowing Conditions. 


—Y | 3 Every fach Subſcriber; if by 
any Cafualty ( Drunkenneſs ind Our 
rels excepted) they break their Limbs; 
diflocate Joints, or, are. dangeroully 
Maim'd or Bruisd, able Surgeons 


appointed for that purpoſe 144] take 


' them: into their care; and ende >2Vour 


their Cure Gratis. 


\ (2.) If they are at any rinte dange- 
rouſly Sick, on notice given to the faid 
Office, hls Phyſicians ſhall be ap» 
pointed to Viſie tne, and give their 
Preſcriptions Gratis. 

(3.) If by Sickneſs or Accident, as 
FL hay lole their L lbs OT 


Eyes, fo as to be vikibly diſabled ro 


L.1 Work, 


Work, and are otherwiſe Poor and 
unable to provide for themſelves; 


they {hall either be Cur'd at the Charge 
of the Office, or be allow'd a IG 


for Sileillerics during Life. 

(4.) If they become Lame, Aged; 
Bedrid, or by real Infirmity of Bo- 
dy Toh Pox excepted ) are unable to 


Work, and otherwiſe uncapable tO Pro- : 


vide ior themſelves, "on proot made 
that it 1s really and honeltly lo, they 
{hall be taken into a Colledge or 


Ho ſpital provided for that purpoſe, 


and be decently maintain'd during life. 


(5.) It they are Seamien, and die 
FREE. on board the Merchants Ships 
they were employd in, or are caſt 
away and drown'd, or a and die 


in flavery, their W idows ſhall receive 


2 Pen{ion dv Iring their Widowhood. 


(6.) If they were Tradeſmen, and 


paid the Pariſh Rates, ut by decay 
and failure of Trade chey Break and 


are 
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are put in Priſon for. Debt, they ſhall 
receive a Penſion for Subliltence during 
clofe Impriſonment. | 

| (7.) If -by Sickneſs or Accidents 


they are reduc'd to extremities of Po- 


verty for a ſeaſon, on a true repre- 


entation to the Office, they {hall be 
Reliev dasthe Governors ſhall ſee caule, 


* It is to be Noted, That in the 4th. Ar- 
_ ticle ſuch as by Sickneſs and Age are 
diſabled from Work, and Poor, ſhall be 
 takeninto the Houſe and provided for 
-. . whereas in the 3d. Article, they who 
.- are Blind, or have loſt Limbs, &c, 
..-. ſhall have Penſwns allow d them. 


_ The reaſon of this difterence 1s this : 
A Poor Man or Woman that has 
loſt his Hand, or Leg, or Sight, is 
viltbly diſabled, and we cannot be 
deceiv'd, whereas other Infirmities are 
not ſo eahily judg'd of, and every body 


L 2 wou d 
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wou'd be claiming 2 Penſion, when 


but few will demand being taken | into. | 
an Hoſpital but ſuch a5 Are really 1 in | 


want- 
And that this might is manag d 


with ſuch Care and Candor as a De- / 


{1 19n which carries {o good a face 


ou Uger to be, I Propole the following | 
o ths (0 


ethod for pm it 1N Practice. 


[ Tiki every adi of Rl I Yes of th 


2 magnitude muſt have lome princi- 


4211 Agent to puſh it forward, who 

oy manage and direct every thing 
iapays with: direction of che Gov Cr- 
mo” 


And Firſt, Ile {uppole One Genc- 


ral Office RIPE} for the oreat Pa- 
riſhes ' of Stepney and W bitechappel 

and as Fle lay down afterwards ſome 
Methods to oblige all People to come 
in and Subſcribe, ſo I may be allow d 
to a here, har all the Inhabt- 


rants 


; There 
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Penfion, y, cants of thoſe Two large Pariſhes 
mn : 

eng taken; ( the meaner Labouring ſort I mean. ) 

4 ze rel Thou'd Enter their Names, and that 

' the number of them {hound be a 

ht be my. 120000, as | believe they wou'd be 


andor as; 2 [ealt, 


lO g00d 2 


fe the fol _Fixſt, There ſhou'd be Namd 50 
bin Prod of rhe principal Inhabitants of the 

..- faid Pariſhes ( of which the Church- 
mW Wardens for the time being, and all 
"- ® theJuſtices of the Peace dwelling in 


2ve LOME 7: | | 
= the bounds of the ſaid Pariſh, and the 


1: q . . p I 
It Wd, Afjniſters reſident for the time being, 


i p 10077 
rect enery. (0 (he part ) to be Governors of the 


v: he Þ {234 Office. 

The ſaid 50 to be firſt Nominated 
pole Onth by the Lord-Mayor of London for the 
Dr ne 97 time being, and every Vacancy to be 
( [hte fupplid in 10 days at fartheſt, by the 
ckerwars Majority of Voices of the reſt. 

| Peoplt 6 The 50 to chuſe a Committee of 
maybe 11, to fit twice a week, of whom 3 to 


call te! L 4 be 


152 An Eſſay 
be a Cuorum ; with a Chief Governor, 
a Deputy-Governor, and a Treaſurer. 

In the Office,a Secretary with Clerks 
ot his own, a Regiſter, and 2 Clerks, 
4 Searchers, a Meſlenger, one in daily 
artendance under Salary, a Phyſician, 
a Surgeon, and 4 Vilttors. 

In the Hoſpital, more or leſs, accord- 
ing to the Number of People enter- 
taind, a Houlckeeper, a Steward, 
Nurſes,” a Porter, and a Chaplain. 

For the Support of this Office, and 
chat the depoſite Money might go to 
none but the Perſons and Uſes for 
whom 1t is paid, and that it might not 
be ſaid Officers and Salaries was the 
chief end of the Undertaking, as m 
many a Project it has been; I pro- 
pole, "That the Manager, or Under- 

aker, who I mentiond belore, be 
the Secretary, who ſhall have a Clerk 
allow'd hinz, whoſe buſineſs it ſhall 
be to keep the Regiſter, rake the En- 
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tries and give out the Tickets Seald 
by the Governors, and Sign d by him- 
ſelf, and to Enter always the Payment 
of Quarteridge of every Subſcriber. 
And thatthere may beno Fraud or Con- 
nivance, and too great Trult be not re- 
pos d in the faid Secretary, every Sub- 
{criber who brings his Quarteridge, is to 
put it into a great Chelt, lockt up with 
11 Locks, every Member of the 
Committee to keep a Key, ſo that it 
cannot be open'd bur in the Preſence 
of them all ; and every time a Subſcri- 
ber pays his Quarteridge, the Secre- 
tary ſhall give him a Seald Ticker, 
thus [chritma 96.] which {ſhall be allow'd 
as the Receipt of Quarteridge for that 
(Quarter, | 


Note, T be reaſon why every Subſcri- 
ber ſhall take a Receipt or Ticket 
for his Ouarteridge, is becauſe this 
muſt be the ftanaing Law of the 

Ofiee 
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Offce, that if any Subſcriber fail 
to pay ther Quarteridge, they ſhall 
never Claim after it, until double 


/o much be patd , nor not at all 
that Quarter, whatever befalls them. 


The Secretary ſhou'd be allow'd to 
have 2 d. for every Ticket of Entry 
he gives our, and 1 d. for every Receipt 


he g1ves for Quarteridge, to be ac- 
counted for as follows : 


One Third to himſelf in lien of 
Salary, he being to Pay Three Clerks 


out of it. 


One Third to the Clerks, and other 
Officers among them, 


And One Third to defray the inci- 
dent Charge of the Office. 
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| Thus Calculated. Per Ann, 
| the In Fr ©: 8 


1666 3 4 


” mmm — 
4 


Neil douk y 00000 Subſcribers paying 1 4d. each every 
Hp * Quarter 1s __ mcg m—————— 


| To the Secretary per Ann. 
befal they Ons Third 3 and Three Clerks hen LS. 


[. Pev Ann, 
allow! h "To a Regiſter - -T OO 
t of bin | ToaClerk- ww——-50 


To 4 Searchers =—- --100 
One Third 3 To a Phyſician Ioo | ERS. "0; M 


HY Rect | To a Surgeon 100 
[0 be , c. To Four Viſttors 100 


% 
» 


| Men, 55. each firting, 


To Ten Committee- LM 
[#2 
twice per Week 15s 


| One Third #* Toa Clerk of Com- f* 
IN Ill ( Fo Incident | Mittees— -—— > bo | 
| rep Cle Charges, ſuch } To a Meſſenger —— 40 7 EE —F 
25 A Houſe for the Office 40 

A Houſe for the 6 
| Hoſpital ——- $199 
c Contingencies 705: 

| 155. 7 d. 


2ndott 


mT — 


1666 Z 4&4 


All the Charge being thus paid out 
of ſuch a Trifle as 1 d. per Quarter, 
the next Conſideration is ro examine 
what the Incomes of this Subſcription 
may be, and in time what may be the 
Demands upon ir. —.; 


'M rhe In; 
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If 100 ooo perſons ſubſcribe, they pay? 
down at their entring, each 6 4. which is.j 2592 


L. 


And the firſt year's Payment is in Stock 


at 15. per Quarter ————— > 20000 


It muſt be allow'd, that under Three? 
Months the Subſcriptions will not be well } 
compleat ; ſo the Payment of Quarteridge 
ſhall not begin but from the Day afrer the | 
Books are full,or ſhut up; and from thence * 
one year is to paſs before any Claim can be ; 
made ; and the Money coming 1n at ſepa- 175 
rate times, I ſuppoſe no Improvement | 
upon it for the firſt year, except of the 
2500, which lent to the King on ſome 
good Fund, at 7 /. per Cent. Intereſt, advances | 


the firſt year, — OO — a 3 


The Quarteridge of the Second year, 
abating for 1000 Claims, cc. 7; 9860 


And the Intereſt of the firſt year's Mo-) . 
ney, at the end of the ſecond year, lent: to | 
the King, as aforeſaid, at 7 per Cen. Inte- - 


1774 


The Quarteridge of the Third year, 
abating for Claims, . _ 5 19400 ©0 oo 


The Intereſt of former Caſh, to the end) 
of the Third Year, —— 
Income of Three Years 


3284. 08 oO 


Cs 2 


66933 18 oo 


Note, Any perſon may pay 2 S. up to 
5 8. Quarterly, if they pleaſe, and upon a 


Claim, will be allow'd in proportion. 
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To aſſign whatſhall be the Charge 


upon this, where Contingency has fo 
great a ſhare, is not to be done; bur 
by way of Political Arithmertick a pro- 
bable Gueſs may be made. 


"Tis to be noted, That the Penſions 1 
propoſe to be paid to Perſons claim- 
ing by the Third, Fifth, and Sixth 
Articles, are thus ; Every Perſon 
who paid 1 8. Quarterly , ſhall re- 
ceive 12 d. Weekly, and ſo in pro- 


portion, every 12 d. paid Cuarterly 
by any one Perſon, to receive ſo ma- 
ny Shillmgs Weekly, if they come t6 


claim a Penſton. 


The frlt Year no Claim is allow'd; 

{o the Bank has in Stock compleatly 

22500 |, From thence we are to 
conlider the Number of Claims. 

Sir Wilham Petty, 1n his Political A- 

richmetick , ſuppoſes not above once 

in 
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in 40 to dye per Ann. out of the whole 
number of people; and 1 can by no 
means allow, that the Circumſtances 
of our Elaims will be as frequent as 
Death ; for theſe Reatons: , 

(1 F Our Subſcriptions celpe all 
perſons. grown; and in the Prime of 
their Age ; paſt the firſt, and .provi- 
ding againſt the laſt part of Danger. 


Sir Walkam 's Account including, Chil- 
dren and. Old People, which always 


makes up One Third of the Bills of 


Mortality. 


(2.) Our Claims will fall thin at 
and let bur 
the Money increaſe or Ten Years, 
2S it does in the Account for Three 
rwould be almoſt fuficient to 


firſt , for ſeveral Years; 


Years, 
_ maintain the whole Number. 

(3.) Allow that Caſualty and Po- 
verty are our Debtor-f1de ; Health , 
Proſperity þ and Death, are the Cre- 
diror-lide of the Account ; : and in all 


pro- 
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probable Accounts, thoſe "Three Arti- 
cles will carry oft Three Fourth Parts 
of the Number, as follows: If 1 in 
40 ſhall dye Annually , as no doubt 
they ſhall, and more, that is 2500 a 
year, which in 20 Years is 50000 of 
the Number, I hope I may be allow'd 
One "Third to be out of condition to 
claim, appparently living withour the 
help of Charity ; and One Third in 
Health of Body, and able to work ; 
which put together, makes 833322 ; 
ſo it leaves 16668 to make Claims of 
Charity and Penſions in the firſt 20 
years, and - One halt of them muſt, 
according to Sir Willam Petty, Die on 
our hands 1n 20 years; ſo there remains 
but 8334. 

Bur to put it out of doubt, beyond 
the proportion to be guelsd at, Ile 
allow they ſhall fall thus ; 

The Firſt Vear, we are to note, none 

can claim, and the Second Near the 


Number 
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Number muſt be very few, but in- 
creaſmg ; wherefore I ſuppoſe, 
One in every 500 {hall _ [ 
the ſecond year, which is 200,> 500 
The Charge whereof is 
Onc in every 100 the third X 
year, iS 1000; the Charge 6 
Together with the-former 200, 500 


3 000 


to carry on the Calculation. 

We tind the Stock uy ; . 
the end of the 2d year,9 66933 18 © 

The Quarteridge of 
the 4th year , abating 19000 OO © 
as before, 

Intereſt of the Stock, 4882 17 6 

The Quarteridge of? 
te 5th ets 

intereſt of the Stock, 6473 oo © 


AW— 


1115879 ph 
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1 8600 ©0 © 
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|. 
The Charge 3000 
| 2000to fall the 49} 
Year 
And the Old wi 


tinued 


5000 


000 ©0 &g 


2006 the 5th Year $5000 6) 
The Old continued 11000 oo o 


27000 Oo & 


By this computation the Stock is 
increaſed above the Charge in Five 
years 893791. 15 s. 6d. and yet here 
are ſundry Articles to be conlidered. 
on both {ſides of the Account, that 


will neceflarily increaſe the Stock and 
dirnimſk the Charge. 
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Firſt, In the Five | 
years time 6200 ha-| 
ving claim d Charity, |. 
the Number being a-|' 
bated for in the reckon- 
ing above for Stock, * HHS BHS 
it may be allow d New | 34 
Subſcriptions will be} 
taken in to keep the} 
Number full , which}: _ 
'1n Five Y ears arrounts} v _ 
—_——— = "I 

Their Sixpences 1s 155 OO © Th 

a :i the Cha 
3555 000, 

Which added to foot ' 
t1587906, 155. Oak... a. 
Augments the Stock 119434 15 6 Ml 
oo Ges thi 
| | Urinke, 1 

ome: A 
lex | 1 Our 


port Projedfs. 


Six thouſand two}: 
hundred perſons claim-| 
ing help , which falls]: 
to be ſure, on the|ſ 
| Aged and Infirm, I]. 
think,at a modeſt com-} 
putation, in Five years 4000 00 © 
time 500 of them|; 


1 
= 
| 


may be dead , which, | 
without allowing an-;' 
nually, we take at an| 
Abatement of 4000 wh 


our of the Charge 


3+ 


Which rediices mer, —_— 
Charge ro $5 FM 


Beſides this, the Intereſt of the 
Quarteridge, which is {uppoſed in the 
former Account to lie dead till the 
Year is out, which caſt up from 

T M 2 Quarter 
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Quarter to Quarter, allowing it to be 
put out Quarterly, as 1t may well be, 
amounts to by computation for Five 
Year, 5250l. 

From the 5th year, as near as can 
be computed, the Number of Penſio- 
ners being {o great I make no doubt 
but they Thall 1 Die off of the hands 
of the Undertaker as faſt as they ſhall 
fall in, excepting ſo much difference 
AS the- Payment of every Year, which 


the Intereſt of the Stock {hall ſupply. 


tor Example : 


|. s. d. 
Ar the end of the 


Fifth Year the Stock 
in hand 
The Payment © 
the Sixth Year 
Intereſt of the Stock 


g_— — 


94629 15 6 


F 
20000 OO © 


FAS: O04. © 


120037 19 6 
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[. 3, th 


Allow an over-} 


plus Chargefor keep- 
ing in the Houſe, aa IN © 
which will be dear-f 

er than Penſions , 


10000 |. per Ann. | | 


Charge of the 6th 
P_ 22500 OO © 


Balance in Caſh 87537 19 6 


— ——_—C c—_— _ 


— NY 
i — — 


120037 19 6 


This allo is to be allow'd, That all 
thoſe Perlons who are kept by the Of- 
hce in the Houle ſhall have Employ- 
ment provided for them, whereby no 
Perſons ſhall be kept Idle, the Works 
to be ſuited to every one's Capacity 
without Rigour, only ſome diſtinCti- 
on to thoſe who are moſt willing to 


M 3 Work ; 
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Work ; the Profits of the ſaid Work 
to the Stock of the Houle. 

Belides this there may great and 
very profitable Methods be found: out 
©o improve the Stock beyond the ſet- 
ied Intereſt of 7 per Cent. which per- 
| haps may not always be to be had, 
for the Exchequer is not always Kids 
rowing Money ; but 


| need not want opportunities of great 
and very conſiderable Improv ement. 
Alſo it wou'd be a very good Ob- 
ject for Perſons who Die Rich to leave 
Legacies to, which in time might be 
very well ſupposd tO raiſe pl ſtanding 
Revenue BE. Ss 
* Iwonct ſay but various Contingen= 


cies may alter the Charge of this Un- 


dertaking, and {well the Claims be- 


yond proportion, further than I ex- 
tend it ; 


iS ; ly ailwer < n the Cee” 


t10ns; 


2 Bank of 
80000 |. employ d by faithful hands, 


| Ungke no 
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rions, by above 80000 |. in Stock to 
Provide for it. 

As to the Calculation being made 
on 2 vaſt Number of Subſcribers, and 
more than, perhaps, will be allow d 
likely to Subſcribe, I think the pro- 
portion may hold good in a few, as 


well as in a great many ;z and, per- 
haps, if 20000 Subſcribd, it might be 


as effectual; I am indeed willing to 
think all Men ſhoud have Ja 
enough to lee the uſetulneſs of ſuch a 
Deſign, and be perſwaded by their In- 
tereſt ro engage in it; but ſome Men 
have leſs Prudence than Brutes, and 
will make no proviſion againſt Age 
till it comes; and to deal with ſuch, 
Two ways might be usd by Authori- 
ty to Compel them. 

( 1.) The Church-Wardens and 
Juſtices of Peace {ſhou'd ſend the 
Beadle of the Pariſh, with an Officer 
belonging to this Office, about to the 


M 4 Poorer 


168 An Eſſay 


Poorer Pariſhioners to tell them, That 
fince ' ſuch Honourable Proviſion is 
made for them to ſecure themſelves in 
Old Age from Poverty and Diſtreſs, 
they ſhou? d expect no Reliet from the 
Pariſh, if they retus'd to Enter them- 
ſelves, and by ſparing ſo ſmall a part 
of their Earnings tO proven furure 
Miſery. 

3 ; The Church-Wardens of every 
Parifh might refuſe the removal of 
Perſons xd Families into their Pariſh 
but upon their having Encred 1 into this 
Ofhce. 


.) All Perſons. ſhou'd be Fr 
lickly defir'd to forbear giving any 


ing to Beggars ; and all common 
Zeggars ſuppreſs' d a a certain time ; 
tor - this woud effectually ſuppreſs 
Beggery at 1 

 Andto oblige the parihes to do 


this on behalf of ſuch a Project, the 


Governor of the Houle ſhou d ſecure | 
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che Pariſh againſt all Charges coming 
upon them from any Perſon who did 
Subſcribe and pay the Quarteridge, 
and that wou'd moſt certainly oblige 
any Pariſh to endeavour that all the La- 
bouring Meaner People in the Pariſh 
{hou'd enter their Names ; for in time 
'rwou'd moſt certainly take all the 
Poor in the Pariſh off of their hands. 
I know that by Law no Pariſh can 
refaſe to Relieve any Perſon or Fami- 
ly fallen into Diſtreſs, and therefore 
to ſend them word they muſt expect 
no Relief, woud {ſeem a vain threat- 
ning ; but thus far the Pariſh may do, 
they ſhall be efteem'd as Perſons who 
deſerve no Relict, and ſhall be usd 
accordingly ; For who, indeed, wou'd 
ever pity that Man in his Diſtreſs, who 
at the expence of Tio Pots of Beer 
a Month , mignt have prevented it, 
and wou d not ſpare it 2 


As to my Calculations, on which 1 
do 
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do not depend neither, I ſay this, if 
they are probable, and that in Five 
years time a Subſcription of a Hun- 
dred thouſand Perſons wou'd have 
v#4453-7...40 
Charges paid, I defire any one but to 
reflect what will not ſuch a Sum do:; 
for inſtance, were it laid out in the 
Million Lottery 
now Sold art 6 1. each, and bring in 
1 L. per Ann. for Fifteen Years, every 


1 0001. fo laid out, pays back in time 


2500l. and that time wou'd be as 
faſt as it wou'd be wanted, and there- 
fore be as good as Money ; or it laid 
out in improving Rents, as Ground- 
Rents with Buildings to devolve in 


;, 0&4 m CA, at. 


Tickets , which are 


time, there is no queſtion but a Reve- 


nue wou'd be raisd in time to Maintain 
One third 


Claim Charity. 
And I detire any Man to 
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ſider the preſent State of this King- 
dom, and tell me, it all the People 
of England, Old and Young , Rich 
and Poor , were to Pay into one 
common Bank, 4 5s. per Ann. a Head, 
and that 4 s. duly and honeſtly ma- 
nag'd, Whether the overplus paid by 
thoſe who Die off, and by thole who 
never come to Want, wou d not in all 
probability Maintain all that ſhou'd 
be Poor, and for ever Banith Beggery 
and Poverty out of the Kingdom. 


—_—_— 
— | ———_ 


Of W AGERING. 


AGERING, as now pra- 
&tisd by Polities and Con- 
tracts, is become a Branch of Aſſu- 
rancesz it was before more properly 
a part of Gaming, and as it deſerv'd, 
had but a very low eſteem; but 


ſhifting 
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ſhifting ſ1des, and the War providing 
proper ſubjects, as the contingences of 
Sieges, Bartels, I reaties,andCampaigns, 
it encreas d to an extraordinary Repu- 
tation , and Offices were erected on 
purpoſe wnich manag d it to a ſtrange 
degree and with great Advantage , 
cipecially to the Office-keepers ; ſo 
that as has been computed, there was 
not leſs Gaged on one fide and other 


upon the ſecond Siege of Limerick, 4 Rept 


than T'wo hundred thouſand Pound. ed vy 


How "tis managd, and by what 


trick and artifice it became a Trade, 

and how inſenſibly Men were drawn 

into it, an ealy Account may be 

given. | Wage nc 
[ believe Novelty was the firſt le, 

wheel that ſer ir on work, and Ineed '\” 

make no reflection upon the power of 

that Charm : It was wholly a new 

thing, art leaſt upon the Exchange ot 

London ; and the firſt occaſ1on thar gave 


it 
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it a room among publick Diſcourſe, 
was ſome Perſons forming Wagers on 
the Return and Succels of King James, 
for which the Government took occa- 
ſion to uſe them as they deſerv'd. 

[ have heard a Bookſeller in King 


James's time ſay, That if he wou'd have 


a Book ſell, he wou'd have it Burnt by 
the hand of the Common Hangman ; the 
Man, no doubt, valud his Profit 
above his Reputation ; bur People are 
ſo addicted to profecute a thing that 


ſeems forbid, that this very practice ' 


ſeem'd to be encourag'd by its being 
Contraband. 

The Trade encreasd, and firſt on 
the Exchange and then in Coffee-houles 
it got lite, till the Brokers, thoſe Ver- 
min of Trade , got hold of it, and 
then particular Offices were ſet apart 
for it, and an incredible reſort thi- 
ther was to be ſcen every day. 


Theſe Offices had not been long in 


being, 


dds Fa, 


% 
I ReEeRn.o. gy Seo Ss mow 


id aw C__- 
being, but they were throng'd with 


Sharpers and Setters as much as the 
Groom-Porter's, or any Gaming-Or- 
dinary in Town, where a Man had 
nothing to do, but to make a good 
Figure and prepare the Keeper of the 
Ofhce to O1Ve him a Credit as 4a g00d 
Man, and though he had not a Groat 


{ to pay, he ſhoud take Guineas and 


ſign Policies, till he had receiv'd, perhaps 


3 or 4001. in Money on condition to 


pay great Odds, and then Succels tries 
the Man; it he Wins, his Fortune 1s 
, made; if not, he's a better Man than 


he was before, by juſt ſo much Mo- 
ney, for as to the Debt, he is your 
Humble Servant in the Temple or 
IW hitehall. ES 
Bur beſides thoſe who are but the 
Thieves of the Trade, there 1s a Me- 
thod as effetual to ger Money as poſ- 
ſible, manag'd with more appearing 
Honeſty, bur no leſs Art, by "On 
the 


je Hgertt 


ij 


þ r-keeP 
(6 (das, al 
F 

For 
\Town 1n 
x the V1 
/; begznning 
15 IGOCONL 
x the op 
{Town wil 
2395 not be 
x: has t1w0 
Zanunction 
Rekeeper | 
© 2ll diſco 
an, and of 
ihe nkenh 
. v06S ON 7 
Ns Ws; a 
the me « 
nd the OW 
{Kel he 


ing 
muck 44 
ie 4 Mail 
ake adj 
Keeper of 
fedit as 1 Y 
ad nota 
e Giliicky 
fecery d, pi 
0n (Onditt 
len Succtht 


better Mani 
ſo mud | 
Jebt, he 
che Tenpt 


Who ate bil 
there 1s 2 
Money} 
jore 3p 


Aft, by 
EF 4 


bs Fort 


upon Projects. 175 
the Wagerer , in Confederacy with 
the Office-keeper, ſhall lay vaſt Sums, 


great Odds, and yet be always ſureto 
Wk 


For Example : 

A Town in Flanders, or elſewhere, 
during the War is beſteg'd ; perhaps 
at the beginning of the Siege the De- 
fence is vigorous, and Relief probable, 
and it is the opinion of molt people, 
the Town will hold out /o long, or 
perhaps not be taken at all : The Wa- 


gerer has two or three more of his ſort 


in conjunction, of which always the 


Ofhce-keeper 1s one ; and they run 
down all diſcourſe of the taking the 
Town, and offer great Odds it ſhall 
not be taken by ſuch a day: Perhaps 
this goes on a Week, and then the 
Scale turns; and tho' they ſeem to 
1:-old the ſame opinion ſtill, yet under- 
?:nd the Offce-keeper has Orders to 
Lake all the. Odds which by their Ex- 


ample 
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ample was betore given, againſt che 
raking the Town ; and bb all their 
firſt-given Odds are cally lecur'd, and 
yet the people brought into a vein of 
Betting againſt the Siege of the Town 
tO0. Then they ofder all the Odds 
to be Taken as long as they will run; 
while they themlelves openly give 
Odds , and f{ign Polities, and often- 
times take their own Maney , till they 
have receivd perhaps double what 
they at firſt laid; Then they turn the 
Scale at once, and cry down the Town, 
and lay that it ſhall be taken, till the 
length of the firſt Odds 1s fully run; 

af by this Manage, if the Town hy 
taken they win perhaps "T'wo or "TI hree 
Thouſand Pounds, and if it be not 
taken, they are no Lofin neither. 

Tis viſible by experience, not one 
Town in ten 1s beſieg'd, but 'tis taken. 
The Art of War is fo improv 'd, and 
our Generals are lo wary, that an Ar- 

mny 


Wis&G 
15 ap ol 


Fe 


- that, b) 
mot the 
fren-hanid ; 

wthe To 
i's Merhot 


| tie Toi 
1200 | 
tne Town 


nd \o(e 


a, aWaink { 
( Id all t; 
ly ecard, 

INtO a ew 
ho of the Ti 
ler all the (| 
they wil 
() openly 
Iities, aud - 
Mare , til 
ds double 
hen they tr 
downtheTy 
e taken, tl 
00s 1s full | 
if the Tor 
Ns Two 0! Il 
and if it by 
ofers neithe 
Yerlence, dt 
7d, but ti b 
) inprolG, 
ary, rat at 


upon Projects. 1759 
my ſeldom attempts a Siege, but when 
they are almoſt ſure ro go on with tt ; 
and-no Town can hold ont, it a Re- 
lief cannot be had from abroad. 

Now if I can by firſt laying 500 l. 
to 200 [(: with 4, that the Town ſhall 
not be taken, wheedle in B to lay me 
5000 |. to 2000 |. of thefame; and 
after that, by bringing down the 
Vogue of the Siege, reduce the Wagers 
to Even-hand ; and lay 2000 l. with 
C that the Town {hall not be taken 
by this Mechod, 'tis plain, 


If the Town be not Faken, I win 
22001: andlofe 2000 |. | 
Eee Townbe Taken, Iwin 5 060 1. 


and loſe 2500 [. 


/This-is Gaming by Rute, and in 
fuch a Knot 'tis impoſſible to loſe; for 
if It is 1h any Man's or Company of 
Men's power, by any Artifice to alter 

N the 


—— 
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the Odds, 'tis in their -power to com- 
mand tie Money our of every. man's 


Pocket, who has. no more Wit than 
to venture. 


SSL 
F all Perſons who are Objects of 

our Charity , none. move my 
Compaſſion , like thole whonx it 
has pleas'd God to leave in a full ſtate 
of Health and Strength, bur deprivd 
of Reaſon to act for themlielves. And 
it is, in my opinion, one of the great- 
eſt Scandals upon the . Underſtanding 
of others, to mock at thoſe who want 
it. Upon this accountI think the Ho- 
ſpital we .call Bedlam, to be a- Noble 
Foundation ; A vidhle Inſtance of the 
ſenſe our FO BE hadiof the oreateſt 
Unhappinefs which can betal Human 
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Kind: Since as the Soul in Man di- 
ſtinguiſhes him from a Brute, fo where 
the Soul is dead ( for lo it isas to act- 
ing ) 10 Brute fo much a Beaſ as 5 
Man. Burt {iace never to have i; and 
to have loft it. are f} ynonimous in the 
Effect, I rh: how it came to pals, 
that in the Settlement of that Hoſr pital 
they made no Provihtion for Perſons 


born without the uſe of their Reaſon, 


call Fools , 


{uch as we Or, More pro- 


perly, Naturals. 


 Weule ſuch in En9!ard with i thelaſt 
Contempt , which [ think is 2 itrange 
Error, ſince tho' they are uſeleſs to the 
Cormmicnwealth ; they are only ſo by 
God's direct Providence, and no pre- 
Vious Fault. 

I think twould very well become 
this Wile Aoe to take care of {uch :. 
And perhaps ey are A particular 
Rent-Charge on. che Great Family of 
Mankind , Ickt by the Maker of us all; 

N 2 like 


150 
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like a Younger Brother, who tho' the 
Eſtate be given from him, yet his Fa- 
ther expected the Heir ſhould take 
{ome care of him. 

It I were to be ask'd, Who ought 
in particular to be charg'd with this 
Work? I would anſwer in general, 
Thoſe who have 4 Portion of Under- 
ſtanding extraordinary : Not that I 
would lay a Tax upon any man's 
Brains, or diſcourage Wit, by appomt- 
Ng Wiſe Men to maintain Fools: But 
fome "Tribute is due to God's Good- 
nels for beltowing extraordinary Gitts; 
and who can it be better paid to, 


than ſuch as ſuffer for want of the ſame 
Bounty ? 


For the providing therefore ſome 
Subliltence for ſuch, that Natural De- 
| tes may not be exposd : 
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It is Propos d, 


That a Fool- Houſe be Erected,either 
by Publick Authority, or by the City, 
or by an Act of Parliament; into 
which, all that are Naturals, or born 
Fools, without Reſpect or DiſtinCtion, 
ſhould be admitted and majntain'd. 

For the Maintenance of this, a ſmall 
ſtated Contribution, ſert]'d by the Au- 
thority of an Act of Parliament, with- 
out any Damage to the Perſons pay- 
ing the ſame, mught be very eaſily 
raisd, by a Tax upon Learning, to 


be paid by the Authors of Books. 


Every Book, that ſhall be Printed 
1m Folio, from 40 ſheets and 
upwards, to pay al the Licenſmg, 
( for the whole Impreſſion. ) 

Under 40 ſheets, 

very Quarto, 
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Every Octavo of 10 _m_ and 


upward, 5 as 
Every Octavo under 10 ſheets," 

and every Bound Book mn 12-. T7 dds 

Every ſtitch'd Pampblet, "2% 


Reprinted Copies the ſome Rates. 


- This Tax to be paid into the "ne 


ber of London for the {pace of Twen=- 
ty Years, 'would without queſtion 


raiſe a "ORE {nfficient to Build- and 


Purchaſe 2 Settlement for this Houſe. 


\ I ſuppoſe this little T'ax being to be 


rais'd at {o few places as the Printing- 
Prefles, or the Licenſers of Books, and 
conſequently the .. Charge but very 
{mall in gathering, might bring in a- 


bout 1500 [. per 4inum, for the term 
of Twenty Yeats, «which would per- 
form rhe Work tO the degree follow- 


in 
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tion. of : arg 4 cc; lary or ſuitable 
to: Werks of Ghar'ity } ; and be built 
ſomewhere out of To wn, for the ſake 
ot--the-Air,. -- 

..T he Building, t to coſt about 10001. 
or if the Revenue exceed, to coſt 
2000 |. at moat,-and the Salaries mean. 


in Proportion. | 
w the Hſe, 


A Steward , ———————-3ol. per Ann 
A Purveyor, — ——— — 20 | 

A Cook, » = Sn—_ __— 0 

A Butler, — 1 


Six Women tc 2? the Cook ., and? 
clean the Houtc, 4 1. each, — 
Six Nurſes to 0 Te nd the People f 


3 I. cach, — Lg 

A Chagkedas. — {—_—_—_____] 0 

152 

A Hundred Alms-People , at 81.) g _ 
per Ann. Dyet, ec. _—_— 


Aa. 


952 I. per Ann. 


The Table for the Officers, and 
Contingences , and Cloaths f WY 
the Alms- People, and Firing, 
put together, =— =—— 

An Auditor of the Accounts, a Committee of the 

Governors, ' and Two Clerks, 
Here 


N 4 


OO I. per Ann. 
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Here I ſuppoſe 1500 Pounds 
per Ann. Revenue, to be ſerrl'd upon 
the Houſe, hack. tis very probable 
might be rial 'd from the Tax afore- 
ſ\1d. Burt fince an Ad of Parliament 
iS neceſſary to be had for the Collecting 
this Duty , and that Taxes for keeping 
of Fools would be aifficultly obtain d , 
while they are ſo much wanted for 
Wiſe Men; I would propole to raile 
the Money by voluntary Charity , 
which wou'd be a Work would leave 
more Honour to the Undertak ers, than 
Feaſts and great Shows , which OUT 
Publick Bodies too much diminiſh 
their Stocks with. 

But to pals all ſuppoſitious ways, 

which are cafily thought of, bur "TY 


ly procurd ; I propoſe to maintain 


Fools out of our own Folly : And 
whereas a great deal of Money has 
been «Se about in Lotteries, the 
following Propoſal would very cally 
mo Our Work. A Ch: a- 
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A Charity-Lottery. 


That a Lottery be ſet up by the 
Authority of the Lord-Mayor and 
Court of Aldermen, for a Hundred 
thouſand Tickets, at Twenty Shilkngs 
each, to be drawn by the known Way 
and Method of drawing Lotrerics, as 
the Million-Lottery was drawn ; in 
which no Allowance to be made to 
any body ; but the Fortunate to re- 
ceive the full Sum of One hundred 
thouſand Pounds put in , without 
Diſcount; and yet this double Advan- 
tage to follow : 

(1.) That an immediate Sum of 
One hundred thouſand Pounds {ſhall 
be raisd and paid into the Exchequer 
for the Publick Uſe. 

'(2.) A Sum of. above Twenty 
thouſand Pounds be gain'd, to be pur 
znto the hands of known Truſtees, to 


be 
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be laid out in a Charity for the Main- 


tenance of thePoor. 

That as ſoon as the Money ſhall be 
come in, it ſhall be paid into the:Ex- 
chequer, either on ſome. good Fund,: if 
any ſuitable, or on the Credit of Ex- 
chequer 5 and that when the Lot- 
tery 1s drawn, the .Fortunatetto receive 
Tallies or Bills from the Exchequer for 
their Money , payable at Four Years. 

The Exchequer receives this Money, 
and gives out 'Tallies according to. the 
Prizes, when tis drawn, all payable at 
Four Years ; and the. Intereſt of this 
Money tor Four Years is ſtruck in Tal- 
lies proportion'd to the time, and gi- 
ven to the ruſtees ; which 1s the Pro- 
ht I propoſe for the Work. 

Thus the Fortunate have an imme- 
diate Title to their- Prizes, at Four 
Years, without Intereſt ;, and the Ho- 
 ſpital will have alſo. an immediate 
Title to 6000 |. per Ann. for Four 


Years, 
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Years, which is the Intereſt at 6 per 
Cent. per. Ann.,... ... - 
Ws any ſhould object TY the 
Time--of Raying for their. Prizes, it 
ſhould be anfwer'd thus, That i al 
ever did not like. to ſtay the Time for 
the Money , upon diſcounting Four 
Years Intereſt at 8 per Cent. Qhould have 
their Money down. 
6 think this Specimen wall inform 
any body what might be done by Lot- 
reries, were they not hackney d about 
in Private Hands, who by Fraud and 
Il Management put them out of Re- 
pute, and ſo neither gain themſelves, 
nor ſuffer any uſeful handſome Delign 
tO > ſucceed. | 
'Twould be needleis, I ſuppoſe, to 
mention, Thar ſuch a Propoſal as this 
ought to be ſer on foot by Publick 
Approbation, and by Men of known | 
Integrity and Eſtates, that there may 
be no room left = A ſuſpicion of 
private advantage. in 7 
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If this or any equivalent Propoſal 
ſucceeded to raiſe the Money, I would 


have the Houſe eſtabliſh'd as aforeſaid, 
with larger or {ſmaller Revenues, as 
neceſſity oblig d ; then the Perſons to 
be receiv d {hould be without diſtin&ti- 
on or reſpect, but principally ſuch as 
were really Poor and Friendleſs ; and 
any that were kept already by any Pa- 
riſh-Coliection, the ſaid Pariſh Ghould 
zlow Forty Shillings Yearly towards 
their Maintenance ; which no Pariſh 
would refuſe that ſubſifted chem whol- 
ly before. 


I make no queſtion but that if ſuch 


an Hoſpital was erected within a Mile 


or two of the City, one oreat Circum- 
ſtance would happen, (v:z,) Thar the 
coramon fort of people, who are ve- 
ry much addicted to rambling in the 
_ Fields, would make this Houſe the 
cuſtomary Walk, to divert themlelves 
with the Obje&ts to be ſeen there, and 
oo 
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ro make whart they call Sport with the 
Calamity of others; as is now {hame- 
fully allow'd in Bedlam. 

To prevent this, and that the con- 
dition of ſuch, which deſerves Pity, 
not Contempt , might 'not be the 
more exposd by this Charity, it ſhould 
be order d, That the Steward of tne 
Houſe be in Commiſſion of rhe Peace 
within the Precin&ts of the Houle only, 
and authoriz d ro puniſh by limited 
Fines, or otherwiſe , - any perſon that 
{hall offer any Abuſe to the poor Aims- 
people, or ſhall offer ro make Sport 
at their Condition. — 

It any perſon at Reading of this, 
{ſhoud be fo impertinent as to ask, 
To: what purpoſe I wou'd appoint a 
Chaplain in an Hoſpital of Fools? I 
could anſwer him very well, by tay- 
ing, For the ule of the other Perſons, 
Officers and Artendants in the Houle, 


But 
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Bur beſides char, Pray, Why not «a W* Y 
Chaplain for Fools, as well as for oy 
Knaves, fince both, tho in a different pience 
manner, are uncapable of reaping any i = 
benefit by Religion , unleſs by ſome BW 
invilible Inf'uence they are made do- 4+ moſt ft 
cible; and fince the ſame Secret Power "01d ac 
can reſtore theſe to their Reaſon, as Realon 
muſt make the other Senf1ble ; Pray, Reaſon 1nl 
Why not a Chaplain ? Ideots indeed in; Perl 
were denied the Communion in the #1 confut 
Primitive Churches , but I never read : [at |deo 


they were not to be pray d for, or 
were not admutted to hear. 

If we allow any Religion, and a 
Divine Supreme Power , whoſe In- 
fluence works inviſibly on the hearts 


up 


YB. 


of men ( as he muſt be worſe than the T\isCh; 
people we talk of , who denies it ), we | ſnd 
muſt allow at the ſame time, that i \dg ; 
Power can reſtore the Realoning-Fa- & ly yy 
culry to an Ideot ; arid tis our part tO up }jg , 
uſe the proper means of {upplicating ni my 
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| Heaven to that end, leaving the diſpo- 


ſing-part to the Hue of unalterable 
Providence. 

The Wiſdom of Providence has 
not left us without Examples of ſome 
of the moſt ſtupid Natural Ideots in 
the world, who have been reſtor'd to 
their Reaſon, or as one would think, 
had Reaſon infus'd after a long Life of 
Ideotiſm ; Perhaps, among other wiſe 
ends, to confute that ſordid Suppoſiti- 
on, "That Ideots have no Souls. 


Of BANKRUPT SS. 


4% Chapter has ſome Right to 
ſtand next to that of Fools; 
tor beſides the common accepration 
of late , which makes every Vnfortu- 
nate Man a Fool, I think ao man {ſo 
much made a Fool of as a Bankrupt. 


j 
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If I may be allowd ſo much li- 
berty with our Laws, which are gene- 
rally good, and above all things are 
remperd with Mercy , Lenity , and 
Freedom, This has ſomething in it of 
Barbarity ; it gives a looſe to the Ma- 
lice and Revenge of the Creditor, as 
well as a Power to right himſelt, while 
it leaves the Debtor no way to {how 
himſelf honeſt : It contrives all the 
ways poſhible to drive the Debtor to 
deſpair, and encourages no new In- 
duſtry, for it makes him perfectly un- 
capable of any thing but ſtarve. 

This Law , eſpecially as it 1s 
now frequently executed, tends 
wholly to the Deſtruction of the 
Debtor, and yet very little to the Ad- 
varitage of the Creditor. 

(1.) The Severities to the Debtor 
are unreaſonable, and, it I may ſo 
ſay, a little inhuman 5 for it not only 
ftrips him of all in a moment, but 

; renders 
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renders him for ever incapable of help- 
ing himſelf, or relieving his Family by 
future Induſtry. It he {capes from Pri- 
ſon, which is hardly done too, it he 
has "nothing left, he muſt ſtarve, or 
live on Charity ; if he goes to work; 
no man dare pay him his Wages, biat 
he ſhall pay it again to the Creditors; 
if he £33 any private Stock left for a 
Subfiſtence, he can put it no where ; 
every man is bound to be a "Thief, and 
rake it from him : It he truſts it in 
the hajwis of a Friend, he muſt recerve 
it again as A great Courteſy, for that 
Friend 1s hable to account for it; 1 
have known a poor man proſecuted 
by 4 Statute to that degree, that all he 
had left was a little Money, which he 
Knew not where to hide ; art laſt, that 
he might not ſtarve, he gives ir to: his 
Brother ; who "OE entertain d him :; 
the Brother, afrer he had his Money, 
quarrels with him to ger him our of 

T S) his 
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his Houſe ; and when he deſires him 
ro ler him have the Money lent him, 
gives him this for Anſwer, I cannot pay 
you ſafely, for there is a Statute againſt 
you ; which run the poor man to ſuch 
Extremities, that he deftroy'd himſelf. 
Nothing is more frequent , than for 
men who are reducd by Miſcarriage 


in Trade, to Compound and Ser up: 


again, and get good Eſtates ; but a 
Statute, as we call it, for ever ſhuts up 
all doors to the Debtor's Recovery ; as 
it Breaking were a Crime fo Capital, 
that he ought to be caſt out of Hus 
man Society, and expos d to Extzemni- 
tics worſe than Death. And, which 
wall further expoſe the fruitleſs Severity 
of this Law , 'tis eaſy to make it ap- 
pear , Thar all this Cruelty, to. the 
Debtor is ſo far ( generally ſpeaking ) 
from advantaging the Creditors,. that 
it deſtroys the Eſtate, conſumes it in 
extravagant Charges , and unleſs the 

Debtor 
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Debtor be conſenting, ſeldom makes 
any conliderable Dividends. And F 
am bold to ſay, "There is no Advarn- 
tage made by the profecuiting of a 
Starute with Severity, but what right 
be doubly made by Methods more 
merciful. And tho'I am not to pre- 
ſcribe to the Legiſlators of the Nation, 
yet by way of Eflay I take leave to 
give my Opinion and my Experience 
in the Methods, Conſequenees, and 
Remedies of this Law. 
All people know , who remember 
any thing of che Times when that Law 
was made, that the Evil it was points 
ed at; was grown very rank,and Breaks 
ing to defraud Creditors fo much a 
Frade, that the Parliament had good 
realon to ſer up a Fury to deal with it x 
and 1 am. far from reflecting on the 
Makers of that Law, who, noqueſti- 
on, ſaw 'twas neceſlary art that time : 
Bur as Laws, tho' in themſelves good, 
OY NE eEY © 2:6 _.; 
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are more or leſs ſo, as they are more 
or leſs ſeaſonable, {quar'd, and adapt- 
ed to the Cironaillances and Time of 
the Evil they are made againlt ; fo 
'twere worth while ( with Siibmillion ) 
for the ſame Authority to examine : 
(1.) Whether the Length of Time 
fince that ACt was made, has not gi- 
ven Rh nn ro Debrors, 

. To evade the Force o the A& 
ty Ways and Shifts to avoid the 
Power of it, 
{tates out of the reach of it ? 

2, To turn the Point of it againſt 
thole whom it was made to re- 


lieve? Since we lee frequently now, 


that Bankrupts deſire Statutes, and 
procure them to be taken out a- 
oainft themſelves. FF) 
(2.) Whether the menation of 
this Law are not often carried on be- 
yond the true Intent and Meaning of 


the A it felt, by Perſons, who be- 
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ſides being Creditors, are allo Malici- 
ous, and gratify their private Revenge, 
by proſecuting the Offender, to the 
Ruin of his Family. 

If theſe T'wo Pointsare to beprovd, 
0 Yam then I am fare "twill follow, Thar this 
oi ot | Act is now a Publick Grievance to 
k, has I the Nation; and I doubt not but will 
(018, be one time or other repeal'd by the 
ice 0f th: = Game Wile Authority which made it. 

$ 10 av0K: (1.) Time and Experience has ftur- 
eur the miſh'd the Debtors with Ways and 
ach of ti'&— Means to evade the Force of this Sta- 


A 


totem tute, and to ſecure their Eſtate againſt 
3 made thereach of it; which renders it often 
equentyy — imſ1garficant,, and conſequently , the 
- Sarures, Knave, againſt whom the Law was 
> taken 0 particularly bent , gets off ; while he 
only who fails of mere Neceſſity, and 

«emits Whoſe honeſt Principle will not permit 
irried of, him to practice thoſe Methods , is ex- 
| Mean! Pos d ro the Fury of this At: And as 
ns, lo! things are now orderd, nothing is 
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more eaſy, than for a man to order oy «b 
his Eſtate fo, that a Statute ſhall have ja 
NO power over it, or at leaſt buta Y 
STEST> | (00, 
{# che Bankrupt be a Merchant, no * 
St-:-1te can reach his Effects beyond jure 2010 
the Seas; ſo that he has nothing to ſe- £1 
eure but his Books, and away he goes arm 20 
into the Friars. If a Shopkeeper, he Ar Jum 
has more difficulty ; bur that is made 4nd to 2 
eaſy, for there are Men (and Carts) ro te 
be had , whoſe Trade it is, and who al Joi bd 
in One Night ſhall removethe greateſt aw, If 
Warehouſe of Goods, or Cellar of ul tle 
Wines in the T'own, and carry them #þ, lays: 
off into thoſe Nurſeries of Rogues, (rut 
the Mint and Friars; and our Conſta- int in 
bles and Watch, who are the allow'd- (tm! 
Magiſtrates of the Night, and who Hind, 
ſhall ſtop a poor little lurking Thiet, «mw þ 
that it may be has ſtole a bundle of nt one vi 
old Cloaths, worth 5 s. ſhall lerthem « Gm 
all paſs without any ditturbance, and rj, | 
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ſee a hundred honeſt men robb'd of 
their Eſtates betore their faces, to the 
Erernal Infamy of the Juſtice of the 
Nation. 

And were a man but to hear the 
Diſcourſe among the Inhabitants of 
thoſe Dens of Thieves, when they 
firſt ſwarm about a New Comer, to 
comfort him ; for they are not all 
harden'd to a Ike degree at once. ----- 
Well, ſays the firft, Come, don't be con- 
cern'd, you have 'got a good Parcel of 
Goods away, 1 promiſe you ; you need not 
value all the World. Ah! woud T had 
done fo, lays another, T'de a laugh'd at 
all my Creditors. Ay , lays the young 
Proficient in the harden'd Trade, but 
my Creditors | Damn the Creditors, lays a 
Third, Why, there's ſuch a one and ſuch 
a one, they have Creattors too, and they 
won t agree with them, and here they live 
like Gentlemen , and care not a farthing 
for them. Offer your Creditors Half 4 

O 4 Crown 


on We 
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Crown in the Pound , and pay it them in 
Old Debts, and if they won't take it , let 
them alone, they'll come after you, neveh 


fear it, 0! But a Statute, fays he a- 
oain, O! But the Devil, cries the 


Minter. Why, "tis the Statutes we live 


by , ſay they: Why, if 'twere not for 
Statutes , Creditors would comply , and 


Debtors wou d compound, and We Honeſt 


Fellows here of the Mint wou'd be ſtary d. 
Prithee , What need you care far a Sta- 


tute * 4 Thouſand Statutes can't reach 
you here. This is the Language of the 
Countrey , and the New Comer ſoon 
learns to ſpeak it; ( for I think may 
ſay , without wronging any man, I 
have known many a man go in a- 
mong them Honeſt, that 1s, withour 
Ill Deſign, but I never knew one come 
away fo again. ) -----Then comes a 
Graver Sort among this Black Crew, 


(for here, as in Hell, are Fiends of 


Degrees , and different Magnitude ), 


and 
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and he falls into Diſcourſe with the 
New Comer, and gives him more ſo- 
lid Advice. Look you, Our, 1am con- 
cern to ſee you melancholly, T am m your 
Circumſtance too , and if you'll accept of 
it, Ile give you the beſt Advice I can 
and ſo begins the Grave Diſcourſe. 


The man is in too much trouble, 
not. to want Counſel, fo he thanks 
him, and he goes on : Send a Summons 
to your Creditors, and offer them what you 
can propoſe in the Pound ( always reler- 
Ving a good Stock to begin the World 
again ), which if they will take, you are 
a Freeman, and better than you were be- 
fore; if they won't take it, you know the 
worſt of it, you are on the better ſide of 
the bedge with them : Tf they will not take 
t, but will proceed to a Statute. you have 
nothing to do, but to oppoſe Force with 
Force ; for the Laws of Nature tell you , 
you muſt not ſtarve ; and a Statute 1s fo 

EE 
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barbarous, ſo unjuſt , ſo malicious a way 
of proceeding againſt a man, that T do not 
think any Debtor obligd to conſider any 
thing but his own Preſervation, when once 
they go on with that. -----For why, ſays 


the old ſtudi'd Wretch , ſhould the 
Creditors ſpend your Eſtate in the Com- 
mijjion, and then demand the Debt of you 
too © Do you owe any thmg to the Commuſ- 
ſion of the Statute ? ( No, ſays he) ; 
Why then, lays he, I warrant their Charges 
will come to 200 |. out of your Eſtate, 
and they muſt have 10 s. a day for ſtar- 
ving you and your Family. T cannot ſee 
why any man ſhould think 1 am bound m 


Conſcience to pay the Extravagance of other 


men. If my Creditors ſpend 5 o0l. ingetting 
m my Eſtate by a Statute, which 1 offer d to 
ſurrender without it , T'le reckon that 
500 |. paid them, let them take it among 
them ; for Equity is due to a Bankrupt 
as well as to any man ; and if the Laws 
do not give it vs, we muſt take it. 
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This is too rational Diſcourſe nor to 
pleaſe him, and he proceeds by this 


Advice; the Creditors cannot agree , 


but take our a Statute ; and the man 


that offer'd at farſt, it maybe, 10 s. in 
the Pound, is kept in that curſed place 
till he has ſpent it all , and can offer 
nothing, and then gets away beyond 
Sea, or after a long Conſumprion gets 
off by an Act of Relief ro poor 
Debtors, and all the Charges of the 
Statute falls among the Creditors. 
Thus I knew a Statute taken out a- 
oainſt a Shopkeeper in the Countrey, 
and a con(iderable Parcel of Goods too 
ſeizd, and yet the Creditors , what 
with Charges, and two or three Suits 
at Law, loſt their whole Debts, and 
8 s. per Pound Contributon-Money 
tor Charges; and the poor Debror, 
like a man under the Surgeon's hand, 
died in the Operation. 


(| 
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(2.) Another Evil that Time and 
Experience has brought to light from 


this Act, is, when the Debtor himſelf 
{hall confedivatc with ſome particular 
Creditor to take out a Statute; and 
this is a Maſter-piece of Plot and In- 
triegue: For perhaps iome Creditor ho- 


neſtly receiv'd in the way of Trade a 


large Sum of Money of the Debtor 
for Goods fold him when he was ſuz 
Juris 5 
himſelf a Bankrupt before that time, 
and the Statute ſhall reach back to 


bring 
help pay a Rogues Debr. 
{hall go and borrow a Sum of Money 
upon a Parcel of Goods, and lay them 
to Pledge; he keeps the Money, and 
the Site {hqll ferch away the Goods 


Or a man 


ro help forward the Compolition. 
Theſe are Tricks [ can give too good 
an account oi, having more than once 
ſuffer d by he Experiment. | could 
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give a Scheme of more ways , but | 
think 'tis needleſs to prove the Necel- 


ſity of laying aſide that Law, which 


is pernicious to both Debtor and Cre- 


ditor, and chiefly hurtful ro the Honeſt 
Man who it was made to preſerve. 

The next Enquiry 1s, Whether the 
Extremities of this Law are not often 
carried on beyond the true Intent and 
Meaning of the Act it ſeit , for Mali- 
cious and Private Ends, to gratity 
Paſtion and Revenge ? 

I remember the Anſwer a Perſon 
oave me, who had taken out Statutes 
againſt ſeveral Perſons , and ſome his 
near Relations, who had fail d in his 
Debt; and when I was one time dif- 
luading him from proſecuting a man 
who ow'd me Money as. well as him, 
[ usd this Argument with him ; Tor 
know the man has nothms left to pay. 
{hats true, lays he, T1 know that well 
enough, To what purpoſe then , ſaid I, 


w1l! 
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will you proſecute him? Why, Revense 
is ſweet, laid he. ----Now a man that 
will proſecute a Debtor , not as a 
Debtor, but by way of Revenge, ſuch 
a man 1s, I think , not intentionally 
within the benehr of our Law. 

In order to {tate the Caſe right, 
there are four Sorts of People to be 
confiderd in this Diſcourſe ; and the 
true Caſe 1s how to diſtinguiſh them. 


(1.) There is the Honeſt Debtor, 
who fails by vittble Neceſſity, Loſles, 
Sickneſs, Decay of Trade, or the 
like. 

(2.) The Knaviſh, Deſigning, or 
Idle, Extravagant Debtor, who tails 
becauſe either he has run our his Eſtate 
in Exceſfſes, or on purpoſe to cheat 
and abuſe his Creditors. 

(3.) There is the moderate Credi- 
zor , who ſeeks but his own , but 
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it, and yet will hear reaſonable and 
juſt Arguments and Propoſals. 

(4.) There is the Rigorous Severe 
Creditor, that values not whether the 
Debtor be Honeſt Man or Knave , 
Able, or Unable; but will have his 
Debt, whether it be to be had or no; 
withour Mercy, without Compaſſion, 
full of 11 Language , Paſſion , and 
Revenge. 


How to make a Law to ſuit to all 
theſe , is the Caſe: That a neceſſary 
Favour might be ſhown to the firſt , 
in Pity and Compaſſion to the Untor- 
tunate, in Commileration of Caſual- 
ty and Poverty, which no man 1s ex- 
empt from the danger of. That a due 
Rigor and Reſtraint be laid upon the 
ſecond, that Villany and Knavery 
might not be encourag'd by a Law. 
1 bat a due Care be taken of the third , 
thac mens Eſtates may , as far as can 


be, 
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be, ſecurd to them. And due Limits 
ſet [0 the [ajt , thar no man may have 


an unlimited Power over his Fellow- 
Subjects, co the Ruin of both Life and 
Eſtate. 

All which I humbly conceive niight 
be brought to pals by the following 
Method; co which I give the Title of 


A Court of Enquiries. 


This Court ſhould conſiſt of a ſes 
le&t Number of Perſons, to be choſen —_ 
Yearly our of the ſeyeral Wards of * nd Di 
the City , by the Lord-Mayor and aDcotor 
Court of Aldermen; and our of the "_o 
ſeveral Inns of Court , by the Lord Ti Ofce 
Chancellor, or Lord Keeper, for the ahul, vie 
time being; and to conhilt of, a zrendin 

Þvnmoners 
: ; | | | WIN 
pH ii To be choſen by the reſt, wh, 
A Treaſurer, and nam d every ear alſo. 
eee: A Judge 
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- ry - f Jug of Cauſes for the Proof of 
er his Fel Fifty two Citizens, out of every Ward 
both Liky two ; of which number to be Twelve Mer= 

chants. | = 

COncerye tj Two Lawyers ( Bariſters at leaſt ) 
the folly out of each of the Inns of Court. 
Ne the Tr. 


That a Commiſſion of Enquiry 

quirts, into Bankrupts Eſtates be given to 
theſe, conhirm'd and ſertF'd by Act of 

conſiſt of Parliament, with Power to Hear, Try, 
s obey and Determine Cauſes as to Proof of 


ral Wxs Debts, and Diſputes in Accounts be- 
Mag. ween Debtor and Creditor , without 
” ls. 

| The Office for this Court to bc at 
Guildhall, where Clerks ſhou'd be al- 
Ways attending, and A Ouorum of the 
Commuſſioners to ſit de Die im Diem, 
from Three to Six a Clock in the Af 
en by (1  ternoon, : 
every j (ſi; 
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To this Court every man who finds 
himſelt preſs'd by his Aﬀairs, ſo thar 
he cannot carry on his Buſineſs, ſhall 
apply himlfelt as follows : 

' He ſhall go to the Secretary's Of- 
fice, and give in his Name, with this 
{ſhort Petition : 


'fo the Honourable the Prefident and 
Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's 
Court of Enquiries. "The humble 
Petition of A. B. of the Pariſh of 

in the 


Haberdaſher. 


9 heweth, 


Hat your Petitioner being unable t6 

carry on his Buſmeſs , by reaſon 

of great Loſſes and Decay of Trade, and 
being ready and willing to make a full and 
entire Diſcovery of his whole Eſtate , and 
to deliver up the ſame to your Honours up- 
on Oath , as the Law direfts for the ſa- 
tisfaction 
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tisf ation of his Creditors, and having to 
that purpoſe entred his Was es tho 


of this 
Inſtant : 
Your Petitioner bank y br ays the Pro- 
tection of this Honourable Court. 


And {hail ever Pray, OI 


| The Secretary | is to lay this Petition 
before the Comm nes ; Who {hall 
ſign ir of couile 5 and the Peitioner 
ſhall have an Officer ſent horae with 
him immediately , Who {Þall take Poſ- 
ſefion of his Houſe and Goods, and 
an exact Inv cntory of every thing 
therein {hall be taken ar his race 
by other Officers alſo, appointed by 
the Court; according ro which Inven- 
tory the hrſt Officer and the Bank- 
rupt alſo {hall be accountable. | 

This Officer {hall ſuperſede event 
che Sheriff In Poſleffion , xcepting 
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by an Extent for the King ; only with 


this Proviſion ; 

Thar if the Sherift be in Poſſeſſion 
by Warrant on Judgment, obtain'd 
by due Courſe of Law, and without 
Fraud or Deceit, and, bona fide, in 
 Poſleſfion before the Debtor entred his 
Name in the Office, in ſuch caſe the 
Plaintiff ro have a double Dividend 
allotted to his Debt ; for it was the 
fault of the Debtor to let Execution 
come upon his Goods before he ſought 
for Protection ; bur this not to be al- 
low'd upon Judgment confeſs'd. 

If the Sherift be in Poſlefſion by 
fieri facias for Debt immediately due 
co the King, the Officer however {hall 
- quit his Poſſeſſion to the Commulſion- 
ers, and they ſhall ſee the King's Debr 
tully fatished, before any Diviſion be 
made to the Creditors. 

The Officers in this caſe to take no 
Fee from the Bankrupt, nor to ule any 
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indecent or uncivil Behaviour to the 
Family ( which is a moſt notorious 
Abuſe now permitted to the Sherifts 
Officers ), whoſe Fees I have known, 
on ſmall Executions , on pretence of 
Civility, amount to as much as the 
Debt, and yer behave themſelves with 
unſufferable Inſolence all the while. 


This Officer being in Poſleſſion, the 
Goods may be removd, or not re- 
mov d, the Shop ſhut up, or not {hut 
up, as the Bankrupt upon his Rea- 
ſons given to the Commiſſioners may 
defire. 

ThelInventory being taken,the Bank- 
rupt ſhall have Fourteen Days time, 
and more if defird , upon ſhowing 
g00d Reaſons to the Commiſſioners, 
co ſettle his Books, and draw up his 
Accounts ; and then {hall deliver up 
all his Books, rogether with a full and 
true Account of his whole Eſtate, 

P 2 Real 
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Real and: Perſonal; tro: which: Account 
- {hall make Oath ; and: afterwards 


any particular of it, if the Come 


| mild require: 


After this Account civen itt, the 


Commiſſioners {hall: have Baa ro 
examine upon Oath all his Servants; or 


any other: Perſon ;. and if it appears 


that he has conceal any thing, in 


breach of his Oath: to Puniſh him, as 


IS. hereafter ſpecified: 


* Upon: 2 fair and juſt Sarrender of all: 
his Eftater and Fife ects, bona fide ," ac 


cording. to 'the true: "FLOWS and Mean- 


ing of the AQ, th e Commiſſioners ſhall 


return to him in” Money; . or {rich of 

his Goods as he {hall chule, at a 'Vvalue 

by a juſt Apprailement, "TR per Cent. 

of all we Eftare he ſurrender'd to him, 

together with 2-{fall and tree Diſcharge 
from 'all his Creditors. © © © 
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among t the Creditors, who are to apply 
themſelves to the Cormaitloners, The 
Commiſſioners tro make a neceſſary 
Enquiry into the Nature and Circum- 
tinces of the Debts demanded, that 
no pretended, | Debt be claim'd Gag the 
private Account of the Debtor : In 


order to which Faq airy , they ſhall 


adminiſter the. following: Oath to the 
Creditor, for the; &, Proof. of the Debt. 


'A B. do ſolemn» wear and atteſt, 
"That the Accoitize yereto anner D 
is true and rint. 1i2D eLirp. Ar- 
ticle therein rightly and 7rilly ftated 
afid tharg'd-in £52 Names of the Per- 
tons. to 30m t3ep ve Zong : And that 
there 18 no Perſon 02 fam? nantd, 
conceat'd, o2 alter'd in the fat Zccount 
by me. 92 by ny Unowledge, Drver, 
92 Conſent : And that the ſaid | 
Ry does reaily and bona fide owe 
and ſand indebted to me foz my own 
p20per account, the full 1m of 


mentiond i1t the ſaid 


Account, and that foz a fair and juſt 
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Clalue made god to him, as by the faid 
Account expreſs'd ; and alſo thae J 
have not made o2 tinown of any Prt- 
vate Contract, P2oniiſe, oz Agz@ment 
vetween him the 1atd 

(02 any body foz2 31m) and me, o2 any 
Perlon whatſoever. 


So help me God. 


Upon this Oath, and no Circum- 
ſtances to render the Perſon ſuſpected, 
the Creditor ſhall have an unqueſti- 
on d Right to his Dividend , which 
ſhall be made without the Delays and 


Charges that attend the Commiſſions 
of- Bankrupts. For, 

(1.) The Goods of the Debtor {hall 
upon the fhrit meeting of the Credi- 
cors, be either ſold in Parcels, as they 
ſhall agree, or divided among them 
in due proportion to their Debts. 

(2.) Whar Debts are ſtanding out, 
the Debtors ſhall receive Summonss 
from the Commiſlioners, to pay by a 

certain 
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certain time limited ; and in the mean 
time the Secretary is to tranſmit Ac- 
counts to the Perſons owing 1t, ap- 
pointing them a reaſonable time to 
conſent or diſprove the Account. 

And every Six Months a juſt Divi- 
dend ſhall be made among the Credi- 
tors of the Money receivd : And ſo 
if the Effects lye abroad, Authentick 
Procurations ſhall be fignd by the 
Bankrupt to the Commiſſioners, who 
thereupon correſpond with the Perſons 
abroad, in whoſe hands ſuch Effects 
are, who are to remit the ſame as the 
Commiſſioners order ; the Dividend 
to be made , as before, every Six 
Months, or oftner, if the Court ſee 
caule. 

If any man thinks the Bankrupt 
has lo much favour by theſe Articles, 
that thoſe who can diſpenſe with an 
Oath have an opportunity to cheat 
their Creditors , and that hereby roo 

much 
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much Fncour agement is piven: to men 


to turn Bankrupt ; let them confider 


tho Eafineſs of the Difcovery, the Dif 7 


ficalty of a Concealment; andthe Pe- 
nalty on the Offender. 

(1:) I would have a Reward of zo 
per Cent. be' provided to be paid to any. 


perſon who ſhould mike diſcqvery of 
any part of the Bankrupt s Eſtate con- 
him : which would make 


ceaFd 'by 
Diſcoveries eaſy and frequent. 


(2.) Any perſon who ſhould claim 


any Debt among, the Creditors , for 
the account of the Bankrupe, or his 


Wife or  Childre en ; 


than is, bona fide, duc to him 'for Va- 
lue recery 'd and to be made out; or 
any perſon who ſhall receive in Truſt, 


or by Deed of Gift, any part of has 


Goods or other Eſtate of the Bank- 
rupt, with deſign to preſerve them for. . 
the ule. of the ' aid Bankrupt, or his 

pos Wife 


or with deſign ro- 
relieve them out of it, other or more 
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Wife or Children, or with deſign to 
conceal rhem from the Creditors, {hall 
forfeit for every ſuch Act 500 l. and 
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have his Name publiſh'd as a Cheat, - 
and a Perſon not fit to be credited by 
any man. This would make. it very 
difficult for the Bankrupt to conceal 
any thing; BORE 

(23.) The Bankrupt having given 
his Name, and put the Officer into 
Poſſeſſion, ſhall not remove out of 
the Houſe any of his Books; but du- 
ring the Fourteen days time which ne 
ſhall have to ſettle the Acccunts , 
ſhall every night deliver the Books in- 
to the hands of the Officer; and the 
Commiſſioners ſhail have liberty, if 
they pleaſe, to take the Books the 
firſt day, and cauſe Duplicates to be 
made, and then to give them backto 
the Bankrupt to ſertle the Accounts. 

(4.) If ic ſhall appear that the 
Bankrupt has given in a falſe Account, 


has 
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has conceald any part of his Goods 
or Debts, in breach of his Oath, he 
{hall be ſet in the Pillory at his own 
door, and be impriſon'd during Life, 
without Bail. 

(5.) To prevent the Bankrupt con- 
cealing any Debts abroad, it ſhould 
be enacted , That the Name of the 
Bankrupt being entred at the Office, 
where every man might ſearch gratis, 
ſhould be Publication enough ; and 
that after ſuch Entry, no Diſcharge 
from the Bankrupt ſhou'd be allow'd 
in Account to any man, but whoever 
wou d adventure to pay any Money 
ro the ſaid Bankrupt or his Order, 
{hou'd be {till Debtor to the Eſtate, 
and pay it again to the Commil- 
110ners. 


And whereas Wiſer Heads than 
mine mult be employ d to compole 
chis Law, if ever it be made, they 
will have time ro conſider of more 

ways 
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ways to ſecure the Eſtate for the Cre- 
ditors, and, if poſſible, to tye the hands 
of the Bankrupt yet faſter. 


This Law, if ever ſuch a Happineſs 


ſhou'd ariſe to this Kingdom, would 
be a preſent Remedy for a multitude 
of Evils which now we feel, and 
which are a ſenſible detriment to the 


Trade of this Nation. 

(1.) With ſubmiſſion , I queſtion 
not but it wou d prevent a great nunt- 
ber of Bankrupts, which now fall by 
divers Cauſes: For, 

1. It wou'd eftectually remove all 
crafty deſign'd Breakings, by which 
many Honeſt Men are ruin'd. And 

2. Ot courſe 'twou'd prevent the 
Fall of thoſe Tradeſmen who are 
torcd to break by the Knavery of 
{uch. 

(2.) It wou'd effectually ſuppreſs all 

thole SanEtuaries and Refuges of 
Thieves, the Mint , Friars , Savoy , 


Rules, 
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Rules, and the like; and that theſe 
two ways; | a 

1. Honeſt Men wou'd have no 
need of it, here being a more Safe, 
Eaſy, and more Honourable Way to 
get out of "Trouble. 

2. Knaves ſhou'd have no ProteCti- 
on from thoſe Places, and the A&t be 
fortified againſt thoſe Places by the 
following Clauſes, which I have on 
purpoſe reſery'd to this Head. 

Since the Proviſion this Court of 
Enquiries makes for the eaſe and de- 
liverance of every Debtor who is ho- 
neſt, is ſo conſiderable, 'tis molt cer- 


tain that no man, but he who has a 
deſign to Cheat his Creditors, will re- 


fuſe ro accept of the Favour; and 


therefore it ſhou'd be Enacted, 


Thar if any man who 18a Tradeſ- 
man or. Merchant ſhall break or fail, 
or {hut up Shop, or leave off Trade, 
and {hall not either pay or ſecure to 


his' 
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his Creditors' their full and whole 
Debts, Twenty Shillings in the Pound, 
without Abatement or Deduction; or 
ſhall convey away their Books or 
Goods, in order to bring theit Credi- 
tors to any Compoſition ; or ſhall 
not apply to this Office as aforeſaid, 
{hall be guilty of Felony, and upon 
Conviction of the fame , {hall ſuffer 
as a Felon, without Benefit of Clergy. 

And if any ſuch perſon ſhall cake 
Sanctuary either in the Mint, Friars, or 
other pretended Priviledge-Place , or 
ſhall convey thither any or their 
Goodsas aforeſaid, to {ecurethem from 
their Creditors, upon Complaint rhere- 
of made to any of His Vajeſty's Ju- 
ſtices of the Peace, they {hall imme- 
diately grant Warrants to the Conſta- 
ble, exc. to ſearch for the ſaid Perſons 
and Goods , who {hall be aided and 
aſifted by the T rain'd-Bands, if need 
Þc, without any Charge to the Credi- 


tors, 
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tors, to ſearch for and diſcover the 4 Conſt 
{aid Perſons and Goods; and who- « 1 Civil 
ever were aiding in the carrying in the fi te fl 
ſaid Goods, or whoever knowingly ' - « ſho 
receiv d either the Goods or the Perſon, = * 
{hou'd be alſo guilty of Felony. as 
For as the Indigent Debtor is a % 
branch of the Commonwealth, which ®? 2 
deſerves its Care, fo the wilful Bank- jad, " 
rupt is one of the worſt ſort of Threves. 12 larger , 
And it ſeems a little unequal, that a :ninary: 1 


poor Fellow, who for mere Want ſteals 
trom his Neighbour ſome Trifle, {hall 
be ſent out of the Kingdom , and 
ſometimes out of the World ; while a 
ſort of people who defye Juſtice, and 
violently reſiſt che Law, ſhall be ſut- 
fer d ro carry mens Eſtates away before 
their faces, and no Officers to be found 
who dare execute the Law upon 
chem. me | 
Any man wou'd be concern'd to 
hear with whar Scandal and Reproach 
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Foreigners do ſpeak of the Impotence 
of our Conſtitution in this Point : 
That in a Civilizd Government, as 
ours is, the ſtrangeſt Contempt of 


Authority is ſhown , that can be in- 
tanc'd in the world. 


I may be a little the warmer on 
this Head , on account that I have 
been a larger Sufferer by ſuch means 
than ordinary: Burt I appeal to all the 
world as to the Equity of the Caſe ; 
Whar che difference is between having 
my Houle broken up in the Night to 
be robbd, and a man coming in g00d 
Credit, and with a Proffer of Ready 
Money in the middle of the Day, 
and buying 500 |. of Goods, and car- 
ry them directly from my Warchoule 
intothe Mint, and the next day laugh at 
me, and bid me defiance ; yet this Thave 
ſeen done: Ithink 'tis the juſteſt thing 


in the world, that the laſt ſhou'd be 
Q elteem'd 
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elteem'd the greater Thief, and de- and 


{erves molt to be hang. id, and 
I have ſeerr a Creditor come with- of | 

his Wiſe and Children , and beg of wjented ; 

the Debtor only to let him have part Yriculars 1 


of his own Goods again, which he {l think! 
had bought, knowing and deiigning ro alan bod 
break: I have ſeen him with Tears «the Meth 
and Intreaties petition for his own, or dot tix 
but ſome of it, and be taunted and «jun [ ho 
{wore at, and denied by a lawcy in- t{amſtance 
lolent Bankrupt: "That the poor man 
has been wholly ruin'd by the Cheat. 
'Tis by the Villany of ſuch, many an 
Honeſt man is undone, Families ſtarv d 
and ſent a begging,and yet no Puniſh- 
ment preſcrib'd by our Laws for it. 


By the aforeſaid Commiſion of En- 
quiry, all this might be moſt eftectual- 
ly prevented, an Honeſt , Indigent 
Tradeſman preſervd , Knavery de- 
tected, and puniſhd ; Mionts , 
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Friars, and Privilege-Places fup- 
prelsd , and without doubt a great 
number of Inlolencies avoided and 
prevented ; of which many more 
Particulars might be inſiſted upon, 
but I think theſe may be ſuffcient to 
lead any body into the Thoughr; and 
for the Method, I leave it to the wile 
Heads of the Nation, who know bet- . 
ter than | how to {tate the Law to the 
Circumſtances of the Crime. 


—_— 


Of ACADEMIES. 


WW have in England fewer of 
theſe chan in any part of the 
World, at leaſt where Learning 1s in 
lo much eſteem. Bur to make amends, 
the two great Seminaries we have, are 
without compariſon the Greateſt , I 
wont ſay the Beſt in the World ; and 

& Bs tho 
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tho' much might be ſaid here concern- 
ing Univerſities in general, and Foreign 
Academies in particular, I content my 
ſelt with noting that part in which we 
ſeem defective. "The French, who juſt- 
ly value themſelves upon erecting the 
molt Celebrated Acaderay of Europe, 
owe the Luſtre of it very much to 
the great Encouragement the Kings of 
France have given to it. And one of the 
Members making a Speech at his En- 
trance, tells you, That tis not the leaſt 
of the Glories of their Invincible Monarch, 
to have engroſs d all the Learnmg of the 
World m that Sublime Body. 

_ The peculiar Study of the Academy 
of Paris, has been to Refine and Cor- 
re& their own Language ; which they 
have done to that happy degree, that 
we ſee it now ſpoken in all-the Courts 
of Chriſtendom, as the Language al- 
low'd to be moſt univerſal. 
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I had the Honour once to be a 
Member of a ſmall Society, who 


ſeem'd to offer at this Noble Deſign 


in England. But the Greatneſs of the 
Work, and the Modeſty of the Gen- 


tlemen concern d, prevail d with them 


to defiſt an Enterprize which appeard 


roo great for Private Hands to un- 
dertake. We want indeed a Richlieu 
tro commence {ſuch a Work : Forl am 
perſuaded, were there ſuch a Genius in 
our Kingdom to lead the way, there 
wou'd not want Capacities who cou'd 
carry on the Work to a Glory equal to 
all that has gone before them. "The 
Engliſh Tongue is a Subject not ar all 
lels worthy the Labour of ſuch a So- 
ciety than the French, and capable of 
a much greater Perfection. The 
Learned among the French will own, 
That the Comprehenſiveneſs of Ex- 
preſſion is a Glory in which the Ene- 
jb Tongue not only Equals but Ex- 
TE, Q 2 CLis 
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cels its Neighbours ; Rapin, St. Fvre- 
ont , and the moſt Eminent French 
Authors have acknowledg'd it : And 
my Lord Roſcommon , who is allow'd 
to be a good Judge of Engliſh, be- 
caule he wrote it as exact y as any ever 


did, expreſles what I mean, in theſe 
Lines ; : 


*© For who did ever im French Authors wor 
*©'T he Comprehenſive Engliſh Energy * 
© The weightyBullion of oneSterling Line, 


& Drawn 1 to French Wire wou d through 
whole Pages ſrine. 


* And if our Neighbours will yield 

* us, as their greateſt Critick has done, 
*the Preference for Sublimity and No- 
* bleneſs of Stile,we will willingly quit 
« all Dae to their Infi gnificant 

» © Guiety. 

'Tis great pity that a Subject {o No- 
ble ſhou'd not have fome as Noble to 
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attempt it : And for a Method, what 
greater can be ſet vbetore us, than the 
Academy of Paris * Which, to give 


the French their due, ſtands foremoſt 
among all the Great Attempts in the 


Learned Part of the World. 


The preſent King of England, of 


whom we have ſeen the whole World 


writing Panegyricks and Encommms,and 


whom his Enemies, when their Inte- 


reſt does not {ilence them, are apt to 


ſay more of than our ſelves; as in the 


War he has given ſurprizing Inſtan- 
ces of a Greatneſs of Spirit more than 
common; ſo in Peace, I dare ſay, with 
Submiſſion , he ſhall never have an 


Opportanity to illuſtrate his Memory 
more, than by ſuch a Foundation : 


By which he ſhall have Opportunity 
ro darken the Glory of the French 


King in Peace, as he has by his daring 


Attempts in the War, 
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Nothing but Pride loves to be flat- 
terd, and thatonly as tis a Vice which 
blinds us to our own Imperfections. 
I think Princes as particularly unhap- 
py in having their Good Actions mag- 
nity d, as their Evil Actions cover : 
But King Wilkam , who has already 
won Praile by the Steps of dangerous 
Virtue, ſeems reſery'd for ſome Acti- 
ons which are above the Touch of Flat- 
tery, whoſe Praiſe is in themſelves. 

And ſuch wou'd this be : And be- 
cauſe I am ſpeaking of a Work which 
ſcems to be proper only tor the Hand 
of the King himſelf, I {hall not pre- 
ſume to carry on this Chapter to the 
Model, as I have done in other Sub- 
jects. Only thus far; RES 

Thar a Soceiety be erected by the 
King himſelf , if his Majeſty thought 
fit, and compoſed of none but Per- 
ſons of the firſt Figure in Learning ; 
and twere to be wiſh'd our Gentry 
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were ſo much Lovers of Learning, 
that Birth might always be join'd with 
Capacity. 


The Work of this Society ſhou'd 
be to encourage Polite Learning, to 
poliſh and refine the Engliſh Tongue, 
and advance the ſo much neglected 
Faculty of Corre&t Language, to eſta- 
bliſh Purity and Propriety of Stile, and 


to purge it from all the Irregular Ad- 


ditions that Ignorance and Aﬀectation 
have introduc'd ; and all thoſe Inno- 
vations in Speech, if I may call them 
ſuch, which {ſome Dogmatic Writers 
have the Confidence to foſter upon 
their Native Language, as if their Au- 
thority were ſufficient to make their 
own Fancy legitimate. 


By ſuch a Society I dare ſay the 
true Glory of our Engliſh Stile wou'd 
appear; and among all the Learned 

EO en . Part 
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Part of the World, be eſteem'd, as it 
really is, the Nobleſt and moſt Com- 
prehenſ1ve of all the Vulgar Langua- 
ges in the World, 

Into this Society ſhould be admitted 
none but Perſons Eminent for Learn- 
ing, and yet none, or but very 
few , whoſe Buſineſs or Trade was 
Learning : For I may be allowd., I 
ſuppoſe, to lay, We have ſeen many 


great Scholars, meer Learned Men, 


and Graduates in the laſt Degree of 


Study , whoſe Engzliſh has been far 
from Polite , full of Stiffneſs and At- 
feation, hard Words, and long un- 
uſual Coupling of Syllables and Senten- 
ces, which ſound harſh and untune- 
able to the Ear, and ſhock the Reader 
both in Expreſſion and Underſtanding, 
In ſhort, There ſhould be room in 
this Society for neither Clergyman, Phy- 
fician, or Lawyer. Not that I wou'd 


put an Afront upon the Learning of 
any 


:ny time 
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any of thoſe Honourable Employ- 


ments, much leſs upon their Perſons : 
Bur if 1 do think that their ſeveral] 
Profeſſions do naturally and ſeverally 
preſcribe Habits of Speech to them pe- 
culiar to their Practice , and prejudi- 
cial to the Study I ſpeak of, I believe 
I do them no wrong. Nor do I deny 
but there may be, and now are among 
ſome of all thoſe Profeſſions, Men of 
Stile and Language , great Maſters of 
Engliſh , whom few men will un- 
dertake to Corre&t ; and where ſuch 
do at any time appear, their extraor- 
dinary Meritſhou'd find them a Place 
in this Society ; but it ſhou'd be rare, 
and upon very extraordinary Occal1- 
ſons, that ſuch be admutted. | 
[ woud therefore have this Society 
wholly composd of Gentlemen ; 
whereof Twelve to be of the Nobi- 
lity, if poſſible, and Twelve Private 
Gentlemen, and a - Claſs of Twelve 
fo | tO 


wow 
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; .lq (0 ſearc 
to be left open for meer Merit, let- it y 4 
be fonnd in who or what ſort it would, gn 
which {ſhould lye as the Crown of ; 
their Study , who have done ſome- "© 
thing eminent to deſerve it. The i 
Voice of this Society ſhould be ſufh- ' "I 
Client Authority for the Uſage of Auchonti 
Words, and ſufficient allo to expoſe * ® te 
the Innovations of other mens Fan- * # Sil 
cies; they ſhoud preſide with a Sort ad Manner 
of Judicature over the Learning of the Ml rregul 
Age, and have liberty to Correct and * ot Lit 
Cenſure the Exorbitance of Writers, © and | 
eſpecially of Tranſlators. The Re- mud app 
putation of this Society wou'd be our by 
enough ro make them the allowd tn, and 
Judges of Stile and Language; and wad V 
no Author wou'd have the Impudence unihPyge 
to Coin without their Authority. Cu- we lmpy 
ſtom, which is now our beſt Autho- | Yun Aur 
rity for Words, wou'd always have  b\ny 
its Original here, and not be allowd 
without it, There ſhou'd be no more 
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5ccaſion to ſearch for Derivations and 
Conſtructions, and twou'd be as Cri- 
minal then to Com Words, as Money. 

[The Exerciſes of this Society wou'd 
be Lectures on the Engliſh Tongue, 
Eflays on the Nature, Original, U- 
ſage, Authorities and Differences of 
Words, on the Propriety, Purity, and 
Cadence of Stile, and of the Polite- 
neſs and Manner in Writing; RefleCti- 
ons upon Irregular Uſages, and Cor- 
re&tions of Erroneous Cuſtoms in 
Words; and in ſhort, every thing 
that wou'd appear neceſlary to the 
bringing our Engliſh Tongue to a due 
Pertetion , and our Gentlemen to a 
Capacity of Writing like themſelves ; 
to baniſh Pride and Pedantry, and f1- 
lence the Impudence and Impertinence 
of Young Authors, whoſe Ambition 
1s to be known , tho' it be by their 


Folly. 


I ask 
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[ ask leave here for a Thought or 
two about that Inundation Cuſtom 
nas made upon our Language and 


Diſcourſe by Familiar Swearing ; and 
{ place it here, becauſe Cuſtom has ſo 


tar prevail d in this fooliſh Vice, that 


a man's Diſcourſe is hardly agreeable 
without it ; and ſome have taken up- 
on them to lay, It is pity it ſhoud not 
be lawful, "tis ſuch a Grace m a man's 
Speech , and adds ſo much Vigour to his 
Language. 

I defire to be underſtood right, and 
that by Swearing I mean all thoſe Cur- 
fory Oaths, Curſes, Execrations, Im- 
precations, Afeverations, and by 
whatſoever other Names they are di- 
ſtinguiſh'd, which are usd in Vehe- 
mence of Diſcourſe, in the Mouths 
almoſt of all men more or leſs , of 
what ſort foever. 

I am nor about to argue any thing 


of their being ſinful and unlawtul, as 
| forbid 
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forbid by Divine Rules; let the Parſon 


| alone to tell you that , who has, no 


queſtion, ſaid as much to as little pur- 
poſe in this Caſe as in any other: Bur 
[ am of the opinion, that there is no- 
thing ſo Impertinent, fo Inſ1gnificant, 
fo Senſlels and Fooliſh, as our vulgar 
way of Diſcourſe , when mix'd with 
Oaths and Curſes; and I wou'd only 
recommend a little Conl1deration to 
our Geatlemen , who have Senſe and 
Wit enough, and wou'd be aſham'd 
to ſpeak Nonlenle in other things, bur 
value themielves upon their Parts ; I 
wou'd but ask them to put into Wri- 
ting the Common-Places of their 
Dilcourle, and read them over again, 
and examine the Engliſh, the Cadence, 
the Grammar of them ; then ler them 
turn them into Latin, or tranſlate them 
into any other Language, and but ſee 
whata Jargon and Confuſion of Speech 
they make together, 
7 Swear 
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Swearing, that Lewdneſs of the 
Fongue, thar Scum and Excrement 
of the Mouth ; is of all Vices the 
moſt fooliſh and ſenfleſs ; it makes a 
mans Converſation wnpleaſant , his 
Diſcourſe fruitleſs, and his Language 
Nonſenſe. : 

Ic makes Converſation unpleaſant, 
at leaſt to thoſe who do not uſe the 
ſame fooliſh way of Diſcourſe; and 
indeed, is an Afront to all the Com- 


pany who {wear not as he does; for if 


| ſwear and Curſe in Company, I ei- 
ther preſume all the Company likes it; 
or affront them who do not. 

Then 'tis fruitleſs ; for no man is 
believ'd a jot the more for all the Aſle- 
verations, Damnings and Swearings 
he makes : Thoſe who are us to it 
themſelves, do not believe a man the 
more , becauſe they know they 
are ſo cuſtomary , that they fſigni- 
ty little ro bind a mans Intentt- 
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on ; and they who practiſe them not, 
have ſo mean an opinion of thole that 
do; as makes them think they deſerve 
no belief. 


+ Then, they are the Spoilers and 
Deſtroyers of a man's Diſcourſe , 


and turn it into perfe& Nonſenſe ; 


and ro make it out, I muſt de- 
ſcend a little ro Particulars, and de- 
fire the Reader a little to foul his 
Mouth with- the Bruitiſh , Sordid , 
Senſleis Expreſſions, which ſome Gen- 
tlemen call Police Engliſh, and ſpeak- 
ing with 4 Grace. 


Some part of them indeed, tho! 
they are fooliſh enough , as Ef- 
tects of a mad, inconſiderate Rage, 
are yet Engliſh; as when a man ſwears 
he will do this or that, and it may 
be adds, God damn him he will; that is; 
God damn bim if be don't : This, tho 
it be horrid in another ſenſe, yer may 
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be read in writing , and is Engliſh : 


But what Language 1s this ? 

Jack, God damn me Jack , How do'ſt 
do , thou little dear Son of a Whore ? 
How haſt thou done this long time , by 
God ? ----And then they kiſs; and the 
rother, as lewd as himſelf , goes on ; 

Dear Tom, I am glad to ſee thee with 
all my heart, let me dye. Come, let us 90 
take a Bottle, we muſt not part fo ; pri- 
thee let's go and be drunk by God.---- 


Lang and the Graces and Delt- 
cacies of Stile , which if it were put 
nto Latin, I wou'd fain know which 
is the principal Verb. 

But for a lictle further remembrance 
of this Impertinence, go among the 
Gameſters, and there nothing 1s more 


This is ſome of our new florid 
Language, 


frequent than, God damn the Dice, or 


God damn the Bowls. 


Among 


, "= 


8 poltine 


Among thi 
1, Fonds 
God damn 
; Leap: 
Mches , and 
nd 1nQum 
men of the 
age, IO 
in. 
Ts true, 
wbeſt Aut 
-t{hould 
the Juag 
«d Cuſto 
nds, 1ndee 
on, ma 
lire; þ 


ut be ſu 
Way 
Ten 
& It, 


ind i; Engl 
tis? 


hi loo thine. 
all , 90ts: 
«TT Ie, lt 


{not part thi 
un kb 07:08 


o& if it vert 


, 20 FINILOLRE 
 noching 6 SL. 
qi tO! Ni, 


dt 


Jack Huy h 
OL of a Why 


CY k k; ut 


Tlad [0 (ſeth We 


Our new | 
Graces and 


fin know it 


her remem 


| pon ProjeGs. 243 

Among the Sportſmen 'tis, God damn 
the Hounds, when they are at a Fault; 
of God linn the Horſe , it he. bau'ks 
a Leap: They call men Sons of 
Bitches , and Dogs , Sons of Whores : 
And innumerable Inſtances may be 
given of the like Gallantry of "Fa 


guage, grown now ſo much a Cu- 


ſtom. 


"Tis true, Cuſtom is allow'd to be 
our beſt Authority for Words, and 'tis 
ht it ſhould be jo; but Reaſon muſt 
be the Judge of Genie in Language, 
and Cuſtom can never prevail over It. 
Words, indeed, like Ceremonies in Re- 
ligion, may be {ubmitted to the Ma- 
giftrare 3 but Senſe, like the Eflentzals, 
IS poſitive , Uunalterable , and can- 
not be ſubmitted ro any Juriſdiction ; 
tis a Law to it ſelf, 'ris ever the ſage, 
even an Act of Parliament cannot al- 
rer 1Cc. 


R 2 Words, 
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Words , and even Ufages in Stile, 

may be. alter d by Cuſtom, and Pro- 
prieties in Speech differ accord- 
ing to the ſeveral Diale&ts of the 
Count rey, and according to the dif- 
ferent manner in which ſeveral Lan- 
ouages ao ſeyerally expres themlelyes. 

Bui there is a dire Sionification of 
Words, or a Cadence in _ effion , 
which we call [peaking Senſe ; this,iike 
Fruth J is fullen and the ſame , ever 
was and will be ſo, in what manner, 
and in what Language foever tis ex- 
preſsd. Words without it, are only 
Noiſe, which any Brute can make as 
well as we, and Birds much better ; 
for Wo: ds without Senſe make but dull 
Muſick. "Thus a man may ſpeak in 
Words, but pertectly unintelligible as 
ro Meaning ; he may talk a great deal, 
but ſay nothing, Burt ts the proper 
Polition of Words , adapted to their 
Signif: cations, Ok makes them in- 
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relligible, and conveys the Meaning 
of the Speaker to the Underſtanding 


of the Hearer ; the contrary to which 
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we cail Nonſen, e; and there is a ſu- 
perfluous crowding in of infignificanc 
Words, more than are needful to ex- 
preſs the thing intended, and this 
13 Impertinence ; and that again Car- 
ry d to an extreme, 18 ridiculous. 

Thus when our Diſcourle 1s inter- 
iind with needlefs Oaths, Curles, and 
long Parentheſes of [mprecations, and 
==: ſome of very indirect f1gnificati- 
on, they become very Impertinent ; and 
R or being run to the extravagant de- 
oree inſtanc'd in before, become PCr- 
fectly ridiculous and Nonſe iſe ; and 
without forming it into an Argument, 
it appears to be Nonſenſe by the Con- 
rradictorineſs; and it appears Imperti- 
nent , by the Infignificancy of the Ex- 
preſſion, 
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Aku all, how. little it: becomes S. 
Gentleman to debauch his Mouth with : 
| Foul Language, I. refer to. thenalelyes 2 


In a few Particulars; 


This Vicious ro WES has prevaild 


upon' Good | Manners too. far ; | but 
Yer. there are ſome degrees ro which i it 


15 Not yet arriv'd. 


As firſt, The worlds lives to cis 4 
Folly will neither teach it to, nor ap- | 
prove of it in their Children: Some | 
of the moſt careleſs wilt indeed nega- = 
rively reach it, by not repr oving them - 
foric; but. ſare no man ever orderd his 


Children to be raught tocurle or ſwear. 


"2. The Grace of Swearing has not 


obtain d' to be a Mode yet among: the 
Women; God damn ye,does not ſt well 
«_—e Female Tongue ; 1t ſeems to 
BC a } Maſculine Vice,which the Women 


are not arriv'd to yet.; ' and I woud 


only cehire thoſe Gentlemen who pra- 
Grice it  themlelves, ro hear 1 Woman 
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It has no Muliick at all there, I 
am ſure ; and juſt as little does it be- 
come any Gentleman ; if he wou'd 
ſuffer himſelf to be iuds' d by all the 
Laws of Senſe or Good Manners in 
the world. 

'Tis a ſenſlels, 
Practice ; 


ſwear : 


fooliſh, ridiculous 
tis a Mean to no manner 
tis Words ſpoken which f1g- 
nify nothing ; tis Folly acted for the 
ſake of Folly, which is a thing even 
the Devil himſelf don't practice : The 
Devil does evil, we fay, bur it is for 
{ome delign, either to ſeduce others, 
Or, as ſome Divines ſay, from a Prin- 
ciple of Enmity to his Maker : Men 
Steal for Gain, and Murther to gratity 
their Avarice or Revenge; Whore- 
doims and Raviſhments Adulteries 
and Sodomy, are committed to pleaſe 
a vicious Appetite , and have always 
alluring Objects ; —_ generally all 


| Vices ave {ome previous Cauſe, and 


R_ 4 


y 565 
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ſome viſible Tendency ; "but this, of 

all Vicious Practices, ſeems the moſt 
Nonſenſical and Ridiculous; there. is 

neither Pleaſure nor Profit; .NO Deſi 1gn 

purſued, no Luſt oratified , but 1 18:4 

mere Frenzy | of the Tongue, "A Vo- 

mit of the Brain , which. works by 

putting a Contrary "Pg. the Courſe þ 

of Nature. ur 

| Again, other Vices men n nd ſome 

Reaſon or other to- give for. or Ex- 

cuſes to palliare ; men plead Want; ro bis and B 
Extenuate Theft ; and ſtrong Proves = Par 
cations , to excuſe Murthers ; and ul perceive 
many a lame Excuſe they ill bring thitice; 
for Whoring ; but this ſordid Habit., frits Lad 
even thoſe t practiſe it will ownro be min execuri 
a Crime, and make no Excuſe for it; tmp 
and the moſt I cou'd ever hear a man nk ts 
lay for it, Was, That he cou'd not help it. ena Bu 
| Beſides, as tis an inexcuſable Im- FRY 
pertinence, ſo 'tis a Breach upon Good yg nds 
Marimers 5 and Converſation, for 2 man 


TOW Odiqus 
WE Ren Fo, » 
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©S. to impoſe rhe Clamour of his Oaths 

Hh \ upon the Company he converſes 

I Tm with ; if there be any one perſon in 

61 wy the Company chat does not approve 

be : the way, tis an impoſing upon him 
) 


2% witha freedom beyond Civility ; as if 
ueh wols 2 man {hou'd Fart before a Juſtice, or 
0 the talk Bawdy betore the Queen, or the 
TIRG} mn 

men find: To ſuppreſs this, Laws, Acts of 
ebor, o Parliaments , and Proclamations, are 
plea Van, Bawbles and Banters, the Laughter of 
lrong tm the Lewd Party, and never had, as I 
ures; cou'd perceive, any Influence upon 
they will,  - the Practice 3 nor are any of our Ma- 
Jordi Fix giftrates fond or forward of purting 
wow: — them in execution. 

\Excuker: It muſt be Example, not Penalties, 
cher am muſt ſink this Crime; and if the Gen- 
odutis  tlemen of Eneland wou'd once drop 
xcuſabe © 1t as a Mode, the Vice is ſo fooliſh 
vpn —=and ridiculous in iz ſelf, 'rwou'd ſoon 
n, foraw — grow odious and out of faſhion. 


This 
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This Work ſuch an Academy 


might begin; and I believe no- 


thing woud ſo ſoon explode the 
Practice, as the Publick Diſcou- 
ragement of it by ſuch a Society. 
Where.all our Cuſtoms and Habits 
both in Speech and Behaviour , 
ſhoud receive an Authority. All 
the Diſputes about Precedency 
of Wit, with the Manners, Cu- 
ſtoms, and Ulages of the Theatre 
woud .be decided here ; Plays 
ſhou'd paſs here before they were 
Acted, and the Criticks might give 
their Cenſures , and damn at their 
pleaſure; nothing wou'd ever dye 
which once receiv'd Life at this Ori- 
ginal : The Two Theatres might 
end their Jangle, and diſpute for 
Priority no more ; Wit and Real 
Worth {ſhou'd decide the Contro- 
very, and here ſhoud be the In- 
fallible Fudze. 
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The Strife wou'd then be only to do well, 
And he alone be crown'd who did excell. 
Ye call them Whigs, who fr om the Church 
withdrew, 
But now we have our Stage-Diſſenters too, 


W ho (cruple Ceremonies of Pit and 


Box, 


And ve y few are Sound and Orthodox : 


But love Diſorder ſo, and are ſo nice, 
They hate Conformity, tho" tis in Vice. 
Some are for Patent-Hierarchy; and ſome, 
Like the old Gauls, ſeek out for Elbow- 
room. ; 
Their #bitrary Governors diſown, 
And build a Conventicle-Stage 0 their 
owN. 
Phanatick Beaus make up the gawdy Show, 
And Wit alone appears Incognito. 
Wit and Religion ſuffer equal Fate ; 
Neglett of both attends the warm Debate. 
For while the Parties ſtrive and counter- 
mine, 
W it will as well as Piety decline. 
DT . Next 
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Next to this, which I eſteem as. the 


moſt Noble and moſt Uſeful Propoſal ' 
in this Book, I proceed to Academies * 


for Military Studies; and becauſe I de- * 


fon rather to expreſs my meaning, than 
make a large Book, | bring chem all 
into one Chapter. 

I allow the War is the beſt Acade- * 
my in the World , where men {tudy * 
by Neceſſity, and practiſe by Force , 
and both to fome purpoſe, with Duty 
in the Action, and a Reward in the 
End ; and tis evident to any man 
who knows the World, or has made 
any Obſervations on chings, what an 
improvement the Engliſh ago has 
made, during this Sep en Years War. 

Bur ſhould you ask how dear 1: 


firſt coſt, and what a condition Eng- wr 
land was in for a War at firft on this my, kl ind 


account; how almoſt all our Engieers | 
and Great Officers were Foreigners, 
| - YOTNED IVES SE” wo 
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may put us in mind how neceſlary it 
» isto have our people lo practisd in the 
UkivlÞy Arts of War, that they may not be 
( to Act Novices when they come to the Expe- 
id becajl © riment. 
Y Meanine: I have heard ſome, who were no 
| briogth great Friends to the Government, take 
advantage to refiect upon the King 
the bel in the beginning or his Wars in Ireland, 


here mai! That he did not care co truſt the Eng- 

rachile rk liſh, but all his Great Othcers, his Ge- 

roſe, wl nerals, and Engineers were Foreigners. 

ET OO ; S pf Ba = 

1 Redo And cho” the Cale was lo plain as to 

nt 10 257" need no Anſwer, and the Perſons ſuch 

11 (bx: as deſerv d none, yet this muſt be ob- 
"ga ; , 

tn o7 fervd, tho twas very ſtrange, "That 
ngs, W; 

10, Xx, When the preſent King rook Poſleflion 

gh . Ir: . 

"Yer: Of this Kingdom, and ſeeing hiraſelt 

& hork entring upon the bloodieſt War this 

Age has known, began to regulate his 

Army , he tound bur very tew among 

Mouir the whole Martial Part of the Nation fit 
| bs” 

re Foro ro make ule of tor General Officers; and 
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was forced to employ Strangers, and —_ 
make them Engliſhmen ; as the Counts gras _ 
Schomberg, Gmnkel, Solms, Ruvigny, and 4; andit we 
others: And yet itisto be obſery'd alſo, 10 Civil ] 
that all the Encouragement imaginable tv woud 
was given to the Engliſh Gentlemen, to {mel now, 
qualify themſelves, by giving no leſs mrement. 
than Sixteen Regiments to Gentlemen xillows the 
of Good Families, who had never ter has ex 
been in any Service , and knew but { former 1 
very little how to command them : «mightily 
Of theſe ſeveral are now in the Army, !; {yy in F 
and have the Rewards ſuitable to their : where, 
Merit, being Major-Generals, Briga- aer of the 
ders, andthe dine. - thifinek, 
If then a long Peace had ſo reduc'd ,(,, , p, 
as to a degree of Ignorance thatmight ,,,.. hon 
have beendangerous to us, had we not ,,, dab 
a King, who isalways follow'd by the Ay vol 
greateſt Maſters in the World , Who bh: Yubs 
knows whar Peace and different Go- ,, k w 
vernors may bring Us TO again? "ould wk 
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The manner of making War dit- 
fers perhaps as much as any thing in the 
world ; andif we look no further back 
than our Civil Wars ; 'tis plain a Ge- 
neral then wou d hardly be fit to be a 
Collonel now, ſaving his Capacity of 
Improvement. The Defenf1ve Art al- 
ways follows the Offenhtive ; and tho 
the latter has extremely got the ſtart 
of the former in this Age, yet the 
other is mightily improving alſo. 

We ſaw in England a bloody Civil 
to the old 
Temper of the Engliſh , fighting was 
the Buſineſs. "T'o have an Army Ily- 
Ing in ſuch a Poſt, as not to be able 
ro come at them, was a thing never 
heard of in that War ; even the weak- 
eſt Party would always come out and: 
hoht ; Dunbar Fight, for inſtance ; 
and they that were beaten to day, 
would fight again to morrow , and 
{eek one another out with ſuch Eager- 

LHHTS  YONS 4 


250 An Eſſay 
neſs, as if they had been in haſte to 
have their Brains knock'd our. En- 
campments, Intrenchments, Batteries, 
Counter-marchings , fortitying of 
Camps, and Cannonadings, were 
ſtrange, and almoſt unknown things, 
and whole Campaigns were palt over; 
and hardly any Tents made uſe of. 
Battels, Surprizes, Storming of Towns, 
Skirmiſhes, Sieges, Ambulcades, and 
Beating up Quarters , was the News 
of every day. ,Now tis trequent to 
have Armies of Fifty chouland men of 
a ſide ſtand at Bay within view of one 
another, and ſpend a whole Cam- 
paign in Dodging , or as tis genteely 
call'd, Obſerving one another, and then 
march oft into Winter-Quarters. The 
difference is in the Maxims of War, 
which now differ as much from what 
they were formerly, as Long Perukes 
do from Piqued Beards; or as the Ha- 
bits of the People do now, from what 
F "oe? ty 
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they then wore. The preſent Maxims 
of the Wat are :; 


Never Fight without 4d manifeſt Advans 
Lage. 
And always Encaimp ſo as not to be 


forc'd to it. 


Ard if two oppoſite Generals nicely 
obſerve both theſe Rules, it'is impoſ- 
ſtble they ſhoud ever come to fight. 

| grant that this way of making 


War ſpends cenerally more Money 


and leſs Blood than former Wars did ; 
but then it ſpins Wars out to a great- 
er Length ; and I almoſt queſtion 
whether it this had been the way of 
Fighting of old , our Civil War had 
not laſted till this day. Their Maxim 


WAS; 
Whejeever jou mieet your Enemy, fight him: 


S But 
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But the Caſe is quite different now 
and I think 'tis plain in the preſent 
War, that tis not he who has the long- 
eſt Sword, ſo much as he who has the 
tongeſt Purſe, will hold the War our 
beſt. Europe is all engag'd in the War, 
and the Men will never be exhauſted 
while either Party can find Money ; 
but he who finds himſelf pooreſt , 
mult give out firſt ; and; this 1s evi- 
dent in the French King, who now in- 
Clines to Peace , and owns it, while 
at the ſame time his Armies are nu- 
merous and whole ; but the Sinews 


fail, he finds his Exchequer fail , his 


Kingdom drain'd, and Money hard to 


come at : Not that I believe halt the 
Reports we have had of. the Miſery 
and Poverty of the French are true; 
but 'tis manifeſt the King of France 
finds, whatever his Armies may do, 


the Confederates , and therefore he = 
4 | 


his Money won't hold out ſo long as 
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all the means poſſible ro procure a 
Peace, while he may do it with the 
moſt advantage. ; 
There is no queſtion but the French 
may hold the War out ſeveral Years 
longer; bur their King is too wiſe to 
let things run to extremity ; he will 
rather condeſcend ro Peace upon hard 
terms now, than ſtay longer, if he 
finds himfelf in danger to be forc'd to 
worle: 


This being the only Digrefſion 1 
delign to be guilty of, I hope I ſhall 


be excus'd it. 


The Sum of all is this, That ſince 
tis ſo neceſſary to be in a condition for 
War in a time of Peace, our People 
{hou'd be inur'd to it. Tis ſtrange 
thar every thing ſhou'd be ready but 
the Soldier : Ships are ready, and our 
Trade keeps the Seamen always 

$2 taught, 
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taught, and breeds upmore ; but Sol- 
diers, Horſemen, Engineers, Gunners, 
and the like, muſt be bred and taught; 
men are not born with Muskets on their 
Shoulders, nor Fortifhcations in their 
Heads ; tis not natural to ſhoot 
Bombs, and undermine Towns : For 


which purpoſe I propole, 


A'Royal Academy for Military Exerciſe es. 


The Founder the King himlelt ; the 
Charge to be paid by the Publick, 
and fertled by a Revenue from the 
Crown, to be paid Yearly. 


_ I propoſe this to conſiſt of Four 
Parts. 


(1.) A Colledge for breeding up 
of Artiſts in the uſeful Practice of all 
Military Exerciſes ; the Scholars to 
be taken in Young, and be gs 
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and afterwards under the King's Care 
for Preferment, as their Merit and 
His Majeſty's Favour {hall recommend 
them ; from whence His Majeſty 
wou d at all times be furniſh'd with 
able Engineers, Gunners, Fire-maſters, 
Bombardiers, Miners, and the like. 

The Second College tor Volun- 
tary Students in the ſame Exerciles ; 
who ſhoud all upon certain limited 
Conditions be entertaind, and have 
all the advantages of the Lectures, 
Experiments, and Learning of the 
College, and be allo capable of ſe- 
veral Titles, Profits, and Settlements 
in the ſaid College , an{werable to 
the Fellows in the Univerſities. 

The Third College for Tempo- 
rary Study, into which any Perſon 
who is a Gentleman, and an En- 
gliſhman, entring his Name , and 
conforming to the Orders of the 
Houle, ſhall be entertain'd like a Gen- 


S 4 tleman 
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tleman for one whole Year gratis, and 
raught by Maſters appointed our of 
che "Sucadhd College. 

The Fourth College , of Schools 
only , where all Perſons whatſoever 
for 2 ſmall Allowance {hall be taught 
and entred in all the particular 0 
ciles they deſire ; and this to be fup- 


plid by the Proficients of the firſt 
College. 


T cou d lay out the Dimenſions, and ne- 
ceſſar y Incidents of all this Work; but 
fince the Method of ſuch a Founda- 
tion 1s eaf) 'y and regular jr om the Mo- 
del of other Colleges, I jhall only 
frate the Oecononry of the Houſe. 


The Building nawft = very Large, 
and ſhoud rather be Stately and Mag- 
nificent in Figure, than Gay and Colt- 
ly in Ornament : And I think ſuch a 
Houſe as Chelſea-College, only about 
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four times as big, wou'd anſwer it ; 
and yet I believe might be fhniſh'd for 


as little Charge as has been laid out 


in that Palace-like Hoſpital, 


The Firſt College ſhould conſiſt 
of, 


One General. 


Frye Collonels. 
Twenty Captams. 


Being ſuch as Graduates by Prefer- 
ment, at firſt nam'd by the Founder ; 
and after the fr{t Setrlement to be 


choſen our of the Firſt or Second Col- 


lege; with Apartments in the Col- 
lege, and Salaries. 


The General 300 |. per Ann, 
The Collonels 100 


The Captains 60 


d 4 
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2 000 Scholars ; among whom ſhall 
be the following Degrees; 


Governors 100. Allowd 10l. per An. 
Direfors 200. $, 
#:Xempts 200, "$5 - 
Proficients 5 00. 

Tuniors 1000. 


The General to be nam'd by the 
Founder, out of the Collonels ; the Col- 
lonels to be nam d by the General, out 
ct the Captains ; the Captains out of 
the Governors ; the Governors from the 
Purefors, and the DireFors from the 
Exempts, and fo on. 

The Juniors to be divided into Ten 
Schools ; the Schools to be thus go- 
vern d : Every School has 


i 00 Juniors, in 10 Claſſes. 


F 


Every Claſs to have 2 Direfors. 
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100 Claſſes of Juniors, 1s 1 000 
Each Claſs 2 Direttors, 200 
1200 
od The Proficients to be divided into 
Five Schools : 
Every School to have 10 Claſſes of 
10 each. 
amd bjs Every Claſs 2 Governors. 


nels; Gel. 


Kanda 5O Claſſes of Profictents, 18 500 


fans Olt Each Claſs 2 Governors, is 100 
1075 from t: — 


ars trom t 600 


Jed into Ti The Exempts to be Supernumerary, 
be thus having 2 {mall Allowance, and main- 
raind in the College till Preterment 


offer. 


Virethar The Second College to confift of 
i Loluntary Students, to be taken in afrer 


ll aA CCi- 
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2 certain Degree of Learning, from 
among the Proficients of the Firſt , or 
from any other Schools, after ſuch 
and ſuch Limitations of Learning ; 


who ſtudy at their own Charge, being 
allow'd certain Privileges; as, 


Chambers Rent-free , on condition of 
Reſidence. 

Commons gratis, for certain fix d LerMms. 

Preferment, on condition of a Term of 


lears Reftdence. 
Uſe of Libraries, Inſtruments, and 
Leftures of the College. 


This College ſhould have the fol- 


1owing Preferments, with Salaries. 


A Governor, 200 |. per Ann. 
A Preſident, 100 

50 College-Majors, 50 
2 00 Profictents, 10 


500 Voluntary Students , without Al- 
lowance. The 
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The Third and Fourth Colleges, 


conſiſting only of Schools for Tem- 
porarary Study, may be thus ; 


The Third being for Gentlemen to 
learn the neceſlary Arts and Exerciſes, 
ro qualify them for the Service of their 
Countrey, and entertaining them one 
whole year art the Publick Charge, 
may be ſuppos'd to have always One 


thouſand Perſons on its hands, and 


cannot have leſs than 100 Teachers ; 
who I wou'd thus order ; 


Every Teacher [hall contmue at leaſt 
One year, but by allowance "Two years 
at moſt; fhall have 261. per Ann. 
Extraordmary Allowance ; ſhall be 
bound to give their conſtant Atten- 
dance, and [hall have always 5 Col- 
lege-Majors of the Second College te 
ſuperviſe them, who ſhall command a 
Month , and then be ſucceeded by 5 


others, 
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others, and ſo on; 101. per Ann. 
extraordamary to be paid them for 
their Aitendance. 

The Genticn who praQiſe, to be 
put ro no manner of Charge, but to 
be oblig'd ſtrictly to the tollowing Ar- 
ticles : 


(1.) To conſtant Reftdence, not to lye 


Out of the Houſe without leave of 


the College-Major. 

(2) To perform all the Colleze-Exer- 
ciſes, as appointed by the Maſters, 
without diſpute. 

(3.) To ſubmit to the Orders of the 
Houſe. 

To quarrel, or give Ill Language , 
ſhou'd be a Crime to be puniſh d by 
way of Fine only, the College-Major 
to be Judge, and the Offender be 
put into Cuſtody 


means every Gentleman who has been 
aflronted, has fufficient fatisfaction. 


But 
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Burt to Strike, Challenge, Draw, or 
fight,ſhou'd be more leverely puniſh'd; 
the Offender to be declar'd no Gentle- 
man,his Name poſted up at theCollege- 
Gate, his Perſon expell'd the Houle, 
and to be pumpd as a Rake if ever 
he 1s taken within the College-Walls. 

The Teachers of this College to be cho- 

ſen, one half out of the Exempts of 
the Firſt College, and the other out of 
the Proficients of the ſecond. 


The Fourth College being only of 
Schools, will be neither Chargeable 
nor 'I roubleſome, but may conſiſt of 
as many as {hall ofter themſelves to be 


taught, and ſupplid with Teachers 


from the other Schools. 


The Propoſal being of fo large an 
Extent, mult have a proportionable 
Settlement for its Maintenance ; and 
the Benefit being to the whole King- 


dom, 


270 An £ſſay 

dom, the Charge will naturally lye 
upon the Publick, and cannot well 
be leſs, conſidering the Number of 
Perſons to be maintain'd, than as fol- 
lows ; 


Firſt College. 
[. per An; 
The General, 200 
5 Collonels at 1 001, per Arin. each, 500 
20 Captains, at 60: 1200 
100 Governors, at 10. 1000 
288 Deas; ar 4; 1000 
200 Exempts, «3 . tooo 
2000 Heads for Subſiſtence, at | 
201. per Head, per Ann.} 
Including Proviſion , and all 
the Offcers Salaries m 5, 
Houſe, as Butlers , Cooks, Food 


Purveyors, Nurſes, Maids, 
Laundreſſes, Stewards,Clerks, 
Servants, Chaplains, Porters, | 


\ 
' 


and Attendants, which are nu- 


Mmerons, ; 


Second 


! Gentlemen 


yi 


(eco 
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ment | 
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Natirlly |, Second College. 

Calne 1; l. per An. 
Number, 4 Governor, 200 
d, thank, 4 Preſident, 100 

5 © College-Majors,at 501. per An. 2500 
200 Proficients, at 10 |. 2 000 
jr; Commons for 500 Students, during } 

I times of Exerciſes, at 5 1. per$2 500 
1n, each, i; An. each, 
| . 200 Proficients Subſiſtence 6 

2 | h if ©4000 
" reckoning as above, 
It | 
Mp Third College. 
a e.. DK 
"M The Gentlemen here are main- | 
oo tam d as Gentlemen, and are | 
( 


" to have good Tables, who ſhall | 
| therefore have an Allowance > 25000 
140 at the Rate of 25 |. per| 
Mai Head, all Officers to be main- | 
tam d out of it; whichis, | 
men 100 Teachers, Salary and Sub-Q 
pen /iſtence ditto, 04500 


© 5 © Col- 


272 An Eſſay 
[ 
50 College-Majors at 101. pre W_ 


Ann. 


. 


—— — 


Annual Charge 86300 


T he Building to coſt 50000 
Furniture, Beds, Tables, Chairs, CS 
Linnen, &Cc. _ 


Books, Inſtruments, and Uten-' 
| > 2000 
fils for Experiments, 


m_—_— 


90 the Immediate Charge would be 62 0009 


[. per AN. 

T he Annual Charge, 86300 

To which add the Charges of _ 
Exerciſes and Experiments, 37 

90000 


T he King's Magazmes to, furniſh them 
with 500 Barrels of Gunpowder per An: 


for the Publick Uſes of Exerciſes and 


Experiments. In 
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In the firlt of theſe Colleges ſhould 


remain the Governing-Part, and all 
the Preferments be made from thence , 
robe ſupplid in courſe from the other ; 
the General of the firſt to give Orders 
to the other, and be ſubject only to 
the Founder. 

The Government ſhou'd be all Mi- 
litary, with a Cor-:ftitution for the ſame 
regulated for that purpoſe, and a 
Council to hear and determine the 
Difterences and Treſpaſles by the Col- 
lege-Laws. 

The Publick Exerciſes likewiſe Mt- 
litary, and all the Schools be diſci- 
plind under proper Officers, who are 
ſo in turn, or by Order of the Gene- 
ral, and continue but for the Day. 

The ſeveral Claſles to perform leve- 
ral Studies, and but one Study to a 
diſtinct Claſs, and the Perſons as they 
remove from one Study to another, to 
change their Claſles, but ſo as that in 


T the 
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the General Exerciſes all the Scholars 
may be qualihed to act all the ſevera} 
Parts, as they may be order'd. 


The proper Studies of this College 
{ſhould be the following : 


Geometry 

Aſtronomy 

Hiſtory 

Naviation 

Decimal Arithmetick 
T1rigonometry 


Dialing 


Gauging 
Minmg 


Fireworking 


Bombarding 
Gunnery 
Fortification 
Encampmg 
Entrenching 
Approaching , At- 
 tackmg 
Delmeation 
ArchiteFure 
Surveyme. 


And all Arts or Sciences Appen- 
dixes to {uch as theſe. 


With Exerciſes for the Body, to 
which all ſhould be oblig'd, as their 
Genius and Capacities led them. As, 
| | (1.) Swim- 
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(1.) Swimming ; which no Soldier, 
and indeed no Man whatever ought 
to be without. 

(2.) Handling all forts of Fire- 
Arms. 

(3.) Marching and Countermarching 
m Form. 

(4.) Fencing, and the Long Staff. 

(5:) Riding and Managing, or Horſe- 


manſhip. 
4 6.) ) Runnins, Leaping, and Wreſt- 


lms. 


And herewith thou'd alſo be Pres 
ferv'd and caretuliy taught all the Cu- 
{toms , Ulages, Terms of War , and 
Terms of Art TY in Steges, Marches 
of Armies, T3 Encampments; that 
lo a CG ERTE? raught in this College, 
{ihoud be no "OO ice when he comes 
tothe King's Armies, tho' he has fon 


jlig 6, 0 ; 
led Phew. 
(1) 


ho Service abroad. I remember the 


FT 2 S:ory 
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Story of an Engliſh Gentleman , an 
Officer at the DICgC of Limerich in Ire- 
land, who tho he was Brave enough 
upon Action, yet tor the only matter 
ot being ignorant in the "Terms of 
Art, and know!ng not how to talk 
Camp-Langnaze, Was 5 to be 
laughd at by the whole Army, for 
miſtaking the opening of the Trenches, 
which i thought had. been a Nee 
againſt the "Town. 


The Experiments of thele Colleges 


wou d be as well worth publiſhing, as 
the Acts of the Royal Soctety. 
which purpole the Houle muſt be 
built where they may have Ground to 
caft Bombs, to raiſe Regular Works, 
as Batteries, Baſtions, Halt-Moons, 
Redoubts, Horn-works , Forts , and 
the like ; with the convenience of wo 
ter to draw round ſuch Works, 
exercile the Engineers in all the hs 
fary Experiments of Dreining , and 
Mining 
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Mining under Ditches. There mult 
be room to fire Great Shot at a diſtance, 
to Canonade a Camp, to throw all 


forts of Fire-works and Machines , 
that are or ſhall be invented ; to open 


Trenches, form Camps, Cc. 


Their Publick Exerciſes will be alſo 
very diverting, and more worth while 
for any Gentlemen to ſee, than the 
Sights or Shews which our people in 
England are fo fond of. 

[ believe, as a Conſtitution might 
be form'd from theſe Generals, this 


woud be the Greateſt, the Gallanteir, 


and the moſt Uſeful Foundation in the 
World. "The Engliſh Gentry wou d 
be the beſt qualifh'd, and conſequent- 
ly, beſt accepted abroad, and moſt 
uſeful at home of any people in the 
world; and His Majeſty ſhoud never 
more be exposd to the neceſlity of 
employing Foreigners in the Poſts of 
Truſt and Service in His Arnwes. 


T4 And 
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And that the whole Kingdom might 
in ſome degree be better qualif'd for 
Service, I think the following Project 
wou'd be very uſcta]. 

When our Military Weapon was 
the Long-Bow , at which our Eneliſh 
Nation in ſome meaſure excell'd the 
whole World, rhe meaneſt Countrey- 
man was a good Archer; and that 
which qualih'd them ſo much for 
Service in the War, was their Diver- 
fron in Times of Peace; which alſo 
had this good Effect, "Thar when an 
Army was to bc raisd, they needed 
no diſciplining : And for the Encou- 
ragement of the People to an Exer- 


cile ſo publickly Profitable, an A& of 


Parliament was made, to oblige every 
Pariſh to maintain Burs for the Yourh 
in the Countrey to ſhoot ar. 

Since our way of fighting 1s now 
alterd ; and this deſtradtive Engine, 
the Mſquet, is the proper Arms for the 
—_ Soldier, 
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dom mis. Soldier, I could wiſh the Diverſ1on 
qual{{4; alſo of the Engliſh would change tO, 
ng Drge: that our Pleaſures and Profit might 

correſpond. *T'iis a great Hindrance 
Van 1; EO thus Nation, eſpecially where Stand- 
| our Ft ing-Armies are a Grievance, that if 
| excalls ever a War commence, men mult | 
Com have ar leaſt a Year before they are 
rand thought fic to face an Enemy, to in- 
b mg;  ftructrnem now to handle their Arms; 
* Ni and new-rais d men are call d Rav Sol- 
; diers. To help this, ar leaſt in ſome 
meaſure, I wou'd propole, "That the 
Publick Exerciſes of our Youth {hou & 
by ſome Publick Encouragement, ( for 
Penalties won't do it ) be drawn oft 
from the fooliſh Boyiſh Sports of 
Cocking, and Cricketing, and from 
Tipling, to ſhooting with a Firelock ; 
an Exerciſe as Pleaſant, as 'tis Manly 
and Generous ; and Swimming, which 
is a thing lo many ways profitable, 
beſides its being a great Prelervative 
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of Health, that methinks no Man 
ought to be withour it. 


(1.) For Shooting ; the Colleges 1 
have mention d above, having provided 
for the inſtructing the Gentry at the 
King s Charge ; the Gentry in return 
of that Favour ſhou'd introduce it 
among the Countrey-people ; which 
might eaſily be done thus: 

It every Countrey-Gentleman, ac- 
cording to his degree, wou'd con- 
tribute to ſet up a Prize, to be ſhot for 
by the "Town he lives in, or the Neigh- 
bourhood , about once a year, or 
rwice a year, Or oitner, as they think 
ft; which Prize not ſingle only to 
him who ſhoots neareſt, but accord- 
ing to the Cuſtom of Shooting : 

This wou'd certainly ſet all the 
Young Men in England a ſhooting, 
and make them Marks-men ; for they 
woud be always practiſing and ma- 
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king Matches among themſelves too, 
and the advantage wou'd be found in 
2 War; for no doubt if all the Sol- 
diers in a Battalion took a true Level 
ar their Enemy, there wou'd be much 
more Execution done at a diſtance 
than there is; whereas it has been 
known now, that a Battalion of men 
has receiv'd the Fire of another Batta- 
lion,and notloſt above 3o or 40 men; 
and I ſuppoſe it will not cahily be for- 
got how at the Barrel of Agrim, a 
Battalion of the Engliſh Army receiv'd 
the whole Fire of an T-iſþ Regiment 
of Dragoons, but never knew to this 
day whether they had any Bullets or 
no ; and] need appeal no turther than 
to any Officer thar fſervd in the Iriſh 
War, what advantages the Engliſh Ar- 
mies made of the Triſh being ſuch 
wonderful Marks-men. 


Under 
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might bring in a Project for 
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An Academy for Women. 


Have often thought of it as one of 
the moſt barbarous Cuſtoms in 
the world, conſidering us as a Civi- 
lizd and a Chriſtian Countrey , that 
we deny the advantages of Learning 
to Women. We reproach the Sex 
every day with Folly and Impertinence, 
while I am conhdent, had they the ad- 
vantages of Education equal to us,they 
wou'd be guilty of leſs than our ſelves. 

One wou'd wonder indeed how it 
thou'd happen thar Women are con- 
verſible at all, ſince they are only be- 
holding to Natural Parts for all their 
Knowledge. Their Youth is ſpent to 
teach them ro Stitch and Sow, or 
make Bawbles: They are taught to 
Read indeed, and perhaps to Write 
their Names, or ſo; and that is the 
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heighth of a Woman's Education. 
And I woud bur ask any who flight 
the Sex for their Underſtanding , 
What is a Man (a Gentleman, Imean) 
g00d for, that is taught no more ? 

I need not give Inſtances , or exa- 
mine the Character of a Gentleman 
with a good Eſtate, and of a good 
Family, and with tolerable Parts, and 
examine what Figure he pling for 
want of labia, 

'The Soul is placd in the Bo- 
dy like a rough Diamond , and muſt 
be poliſhd , or the Lathe of it will 
never appear : And tis manifeſt, thart 
as the Rational Soul diſtinguiſhes us 
from Brutes, ſo Education carries on 
the diſtin&ion, and makes ſome leſs 
brutifh than others : This is too evi- 
dent to need any demonſtration. Bur 
why then ſhou'd Women be deni'd 
the benefit of Inſtruction 2 If Know- 
edge and Underſtanding had been 


nie 
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uſeleſs additions to the Sex, God Al- 
mighty wou'd never have given them 
Capacities ; for he made nothing 
needleſs: Beſides, I wou'd as!: fnch, 
Whar they can ſee in Ignorance, tnar 
they ſhou'd think it a neceſſary Orna- 
ment to a Woman ? Or how much 
worle is a Wiſe Woman than a Fool ? 
Or what has the Woman done to for- 
feir the Privilege of being taught ? 
Does ſhe plague us with her Pride and 
Impertinence ? Why did we not let 
her learn, that ſhe might have had 
more Wit ? Shall we upbraid Women 
with Folly, when is only the Error 
of this inhuman Cuſtom, that hindred 
them being made wiler ? 

The Capacities of Women are lup- 
pos'd to be greater , and their Senles 
quicker than thoſe of the Men ; and 
what they might be capable of being 
bred to, is plain from ſome Initances 
of Female-Wit, which this Age 1s not 

without : 
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without; which upbraids us with In- 
juſtice, and looks as if we denid Wo- 
men the advantages of Education, for 
fear they ſhoud vye with the Men in 
their Improvements. 

To remove this Objection , and 
that Women might have ar leaſt a 
needfu} Opportunity of Education in 
all forts of Uifetul Learning , I pro- 
poſe the Draught of an Academy for 
that purpoie. 

| know tis dangerous to make Pub- 
Iick Appearances of the Sex ; they are 
not either to be confm'd or exposd ; the 
hiſt will diſagree with their Inclina- 
tons, and the Jaſt with their Repu- 
tations ; and therefore it 1s ſomewhat 
dificult ; and I doubt a Method pro- 
pos d by an Ingenious Lady, in a 
I1ttle Book, call'd, Advice to the Ladies. 
would be found impracticable. For, ſa- 
ving my Reſpect ro the Sex, the Le- 
vity, which perhaps is a little peculiar 

(CE) 
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to them, art leaſt in their Youth; will 
not bear the Reſtraint ; and I am ſa- 
tisf'd, nothing but the heighth of Bi- 
gotry can keep up a Nunnery: Women 
are extravagantly deſirous of going 
to Heaven, and will puniſh their Pret- 
ty Bodies to get thither ; but nothing 
elle will doit; and even in that caſe 
ſometimes it falls out that Nature will 
prevatl. 

When I talk therefore of an Aca- 


demy for Women , I mean both che 


Model, the Teaching, and the Go- 


vernment ; different from what is 


propos'd by that Ingenious Lady, for 


whoſe Propoſal I have a very great 


O 


Eſteem, and alſo a great Opinion of 
her Wit ; different too from all ſorts 


of Religious Confinement, and above 
all, from Yows of Celibacy. 

Wherefore the Academy I propole 
{ſhould differ but little from' Publick 


Schools, wherein ſuch Ladies as were 


willing 
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willing to {tudy , ſhou'd have all the 


advantages of Learning ſuitable ro 
their Genius. 

But fince ſome Severities of Diſci- 
pline more than ordinary wou'd be 
ablolucely neceſſary to preſerve the 
Reputation of the Houle, that Perſons 
of Quality and Fortune might not be 
afraid to venture their Children thi- 
ther, I ſhall venture to make a ſmall 


Scheme by way of Eſlay. 


The Houſe I wou'd have built in a Form 
by it ſelf, as well as in a Place by it 
hef 


The Building ſhou'd be of Three 
plain Fronts, without any Jettings , 
or Bearing-Work, that the Eye 
might at a Glance ſee from one Coin 
to the other ; the Gardens wall'd in 
the ſame Triangular Figure, with a 
large Moat, and but one Entrance. 

Ee © 
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When thus every part of the Sci- 
ruation was contriv d as well as might 
be for diſcovery, and to render Ty- 
triegumg dangerous, I wou'd have no 
Guards, no Eyes, no Spies ſet over 
the Ladies , but {hall expect them to 
be try d by the Principles of Honour 
and ſtrict Virtue. 

And if I am askd, Why? I muſt 
ask Pardon of my own Sex for giving 
this reaſon for it : 


[ am fo much in Charity with Wo- 


men , and ſo well acquainted with 
Men, that tis my opinion, There 
needs no other Care to prevent In- 
rrieguing, than to keep the men ct- 
tectually away : For tho Inclmation , 
which we prettily call Love , does 
ſometimes move a little too viſibly in 
the Sex, and Frailty often follows; yet 
[ think verily, Cuſtom, which we milcall 
Modeſty, has ſo far the Aſcendant over 
the Sex, that Solicitation always goes 


before it. Cuſtom 
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Cuſtom with Women "ſtead of Y irtue rules: 
It leads the Wiſeſt, and commands the Fools: 
For this alone, when Inclmations reign, 
Tho Virtue s fled will Afts of Vice reſtrain; 
Only by Cuſtom tis that Virtue lives, 

And Love requires to be ask'd,before it L1ves. 
For that which we call Modeſty, is Pride : 
T hey ſcorn to ask,, and hate to be deni'd. 
Tis Cuſtom thus prevails upon their Want ; 
T hey llnever bes,what askt they eas lygrant. 
And when the needleſs Ceremony's over, 

T bemſelves the Weakneſs of theSex diſcover: 
If then Deſires are ſtrong, and Nature free, 
Keep from ber Men, and Opportunity. 
Elſe twill be vain to curb ber by Reſtraint 
But keep the Queſtion off, you keep the Saint. © 


| In ſhort, let a Woman have never 
ſuch a Coming-Principle, ſhe will let 
you ask before ſhe complies, at leaſt 


it ſhe be a Woman of any Honour. 


u Upor: 
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Upon this ground I am perſuaded 
{nch Meaſures might be taken , that 
_ the Ladies might have all the Freedom 
in the world within their own Walls, 
and yet no Intrieguing , no Indecen- 
cies, nor Scandalous Aﬀeairs happen ; 
and in order to this, the following 
Cuſtoms and Laws ſhou'd be ob- 
ſervd in the Colleges; of which I 
woud propoſe One at leaſt in every 
County in England, and about Ten 
| for the City of London. 

After the Regulation of the Form 
of the Building as before ; 

(1.) All the Ladies who enter into 
the Houſe, ſhou'd ſet their Hands to 
\ the Orders of the Houſe , to ſignify 
their Conſent to ſubmit to them. 

(2.)As noWomanſhou'd be receiv d, 
but who declar'd her ſelf willing, and 
that it wasthe Act of her Choice to en- 
ter her ſelf, ſono Perſon ſhou'd be con- 
find to continue there a moment lon- 
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ger thani the ſame voluntary Choice 
inclin'd her. 

(3.) The Charges of the Houſe 
being to be paid by the Ladies, every 
one that entred ſhoud have only this 
Incumbrance, "That ſhe ſhou'd pay 
for the whole Year, tho' her mind 
ſhou'd change as to her continuance. 

(4.) An Act of Parliament ſhou'd 
make it Felony without Clergy, for 
any man to enter by Force or Fraud 
into the Houſe, or to ſolicit any Wos 
man, tho it were to Marry, while ſhe 
was in the Houſe. And this Law 
wou'd by no means be ſevere ; becauſe 
any Woman who was willing to re- 
ceive the Addrefles of a Man, might 
diſcharge her ſelt of the Houſe when 
the pleas'd ; and on the contrary, any 
Woman who had occaſion, might diſ- 
charge her ſelf of the Impertinent 
Addreſſes of any Perſon ſhe had an 
Averſ1onto, by entring into the Houle. 

u > In 
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In this Houſe, 


The Perſons who Enter, ſhou'd be 
raught all ſorts of Breeding ſuitable to 
both their Genius and their Quality ; 
and in particular, Muſick and Dancing, 
which it wou d be cruelty to bar the 
Sex of , becauſe they are their Dar- 
lings : Burt beſ1des this, they ſhou'd be 
taught Languages , as particularly 
French and Italian ; and I woud ven- 
ture the Injury of giving a Woman 
more "Tongues than one. 

They ſhou'd, as a particular Study, 
be taught all the Graces of Speech, 
and all the neceſlary Air of Conver- 
ſation; which our common Edu- 
cation is ſo defective in , that ] 
need not expoſe it : They ſhou'd be 
brought to read Books, and eſpe- 
cially Hiſtory, and fo to read as to 
make them underſtand the World, 
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and be able ro know and judge of 


things when they hear of them. 
To ſuch whole Genius wou'd lead 


them to it, I woud deny no ort of 


Learning ; but the chief thing in ge- 
neral is to cultivate the Underſtandings 
of the Sex, that they may be capable 
of all ſorts of Converſation ; that 
their Parts and Judgments being im- 
prov d, they may be as Profitable in 
their Converſation as they are Pleaſant. 

Women, in my obſervation, have 


littte or no difference in them, but as 


they are, or are not diſtinguiſh'd by E- 
ducation.Tempers indeed may in ſome 
degree influence them , but the main 
diſtinguiſhing part is their Breeding. 
The whole Sex are generally Quick 


and Sharp: I believe I may be allow'd 


to lay generally ſo; for you rarely ſee 
them lumpiſh and heavy when they 
are Children, as Boys will often be. 
it a Woman be well-bred, and taughr 

BE 3 the 
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the proper Management of her Natu- 
ral Wit , ſhe proves generally very 
ſenſible and retentive : And withour 
partiality, a Woman of Senſe and 
Manners 1s the Fineſt and moſt Deli- 
cate Parr of God's Creation ; the Glo- 
ry of her Maker, and the great In- 
ſtance of his fingular regard to Man, 
his Darling Creature , ro whom he 
gave the beſt Gift either God could 
beſtow, or man receive : And 'tis the 
fordid{t Piece of Folly and Ingrati- 
rude in the world, to withhold from 
che Sex the due Luſtre which the ad- 
vantages of Eaucation gives to the 
Natural Beaury of their Minds. 

A Woman well Bred and well 
Taught, furni{h'd with the additional 
Accompiiſhments of Knowledge and 
Behaviour, 7s a Creature without com- 
pariſon ; her Society is the Emblem 
of ſublimer Enjoyments ; her Perſonis 
Angelick,and herConverlation heaven- 
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ly ; ſhe is all Softnels and Sweetnels, 
Peace, Love, Wit, and Delignt: She 
is every way ſuitable to the ſublimeſt 
Wiſh; and the man that has ſuch a 
one to his Portion, has nothing to do 
but to rejoice in her, and be thanktul. 

On the other hand, Suppoſe her to 
be the very ſame Woman, and rob 
her of the Benefit of Education, and 
it follows thus ; 

If her Temper be Good, want of 
Education makes her Soft and Ealy. 

Her Wit, for want of Teaching, 
makes her Impertinent and "Talka- 
tive. 

Her Knowledge, for want of Judg- 
ment and Experience, makes her Fan- 
citul and Whimſical. 

It her Temper be Bad, want of 
Breeding makes her worſe, and ſhe 
grows Haughty, Inſolent, and Loud. 

If ſhe be Paſſionate, want of Man- 


ners makes her Termagant, and a 
uU 4 Scold, 
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Scold, which is much at one with Lu- 
natick. ; 
If ſhe be Proud, want of Diſcre- 
tion ( which {till is Breeding ) makes 
her Conceited, Fantaſtick, and Ridi- 
culous. 
And from theſe ſhe degenerates to 
be [Turbulent , Clamorous, Noily , 
Naſty, and the Devil. ER 
MetninksMankind for their own ſakes, 


lince ſay what we will of the Women, 


we all think fitone time or other to be 


concern d with 'em, ſhou'd take ſome 
care to breed them up to be ſwtable 
and ſerviceable , it they expected no 
{uch thing as Delight from 'em. Blels 
us! What Care do we take to Breed 
up a good Horſe, and to Break him 
well ! and what a Value do we pur 
upon him when 1t is done, and all 
becauſe he ſhou'd be fic for our ule | 
and why not a Woman ? Since all 
her Ornaments and Beauty , without 
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ſuitable Behaviour, is a Cheat jn Na- 
ture, like the falſe Tradeſman , who 


purs the beſt of his Goods uppermoſt, 


chat the Buyer may think the reſt are 
of the ſame Goodnels. 

Beauty of the Body, which is the 
Womens Glory, ſeems to be now un- 
equally beſtow'd, and Nature, or ra- 
ther Providence, to lye under ſome 
Scandal abour it , as if 'twas given a 
Woman for a Snare to Men , and ſo 
make a kind of a She-Devil of her : 
Becauſe they ſay Exquiſite Beauty is 
rarely given with Wit; more rarely 
with Goodneſs of Temper , and ne- 
ver at all with Modeſty. And ſome, 
pretending to juſtify the Equity of 
ſuch a Diſtribution, will tell us 'tis the 
Effect of the Juſtice of Providence in 
dividing particular Excellencies among 
all his Creatures , ſhare and ſhare a- 
like, as it were , that all might for 
{omething or other be acceptable to 

one 


298 
one another, elſe ſome wou'd be de- 
ſpisd. 

I think both theſe Notions falſe ; 
and yet the laſt, which has the ſhew 
of Reſpect to Providence, is the worſt; 
for it {uppoſes Providence to be Indi- 
gent and Empty ; as if it had nor 
wherewith, to furniſh all the Crea- 
tures it had made, but was fain to be 
parcimonious in its Gifts , and diſtri- 


An Eſſay 


bute :them by piece-meal , for fear of 


being exhauſted. 
If I might venture my Opinion 
againſt an almoſt univerſal Notion, I 
wou'd ſay, Moſt men miſtake the 
Proceedings of Providence in this 
caſe, and all the world at this day are 
miſtaken in their Pra&tice about it. 
And becauſe the Aflertion is very 
bold, I defire to explain my felt. 
That Almighty Firſt Cauſe which 
made us all, is certainly the Fountain 
of Excellence, as it is of Being, and 
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by an Invidible Influence could have 
diffuſed Equal Qualities and PerfeCti- 
ons to all om Creatures it has made, 
as the Sun does its Light, withour the 
leaſt Ebb or Diminution to himſelt ; 
and has given indced to every indivi- 
dual ſufficient to the Figure his Pro- 
vidence had deſign'd him in the world. 
[ believe it might be defended, it 
I ſhould fay, Thar I do ſuppoſe God 
has given to all Mankind equal Gitts 
and Capacities, in that he has given 
them all Souls equally capable ; nd 
that the whole difference in Malind 
proceeds either from Accidental Dif- 
ference in the Make of their Bodies, 


or from the fooliſh Difference of "— 


Cation. 


i. From Accidental Differ ence mM 
Bodies. 1 wou'd avoid diſcourling here 
of the Philoſophical Poſition X the 


Soul in the Body : Bur if it be true 


as 
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as Philoſophers do afhrm, That the 
Underſtanding and Memory is dilated 
or contracted according to the acci- 
dental Dimenſions of the Organ 
through which 'tis convey'd ; then 
tho God has given a Soul as capable 


to me as another , yet if I have any 
Natural Defte& in thole Parts of the 


Body by which the Soul ſhoud ac, 
| may have the ſame Soul infus'd as 
another man, and yet he be a Wile 
Man, and I a very Fool. For example, 
It a Child naturally have a Defect in 
the Organ of Hearing , ſo that he 
coud never diſtinguiſh any Sound , 

that Child ſhall never be able to ſpeak 
or read, tho' it haye a Soul capable 
of all FR Accompliſhments in the 


world. The Brain is the Centre of 


the Souls actings, where all the diſtin- 
guiſhing Faculties of it reſide ; and 
tis obſervable, A man who has . nar- 
row contradted Head, in which there 
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is not room for the due and neceſſary 
Operations of Nature by the Brain, 
is never a man of very great Judg- 
ment ; and that Proverb , 4 Great 
Head and Little Wit, 1s not meant by 
Nature, bur is a Reproof upon Sloth ; 
as if one ſhou'd, by way of wonder, 
lay, Fye, fye, you that have a Great Head, 
have but Little Wit, that s ſtrange! that 
muſt certamly be your own fault. From. 
this Nocion I do believe there 15a great 
matter in the Breed of Men and Wo- 
men; not that Wiſe Men ſhall al- 
ways get Wiſe Children ; but I be- 
lieve Strong and Healthy Bodies have 
the Wiſe{t Children ; and Sickly Weak- 
ly Bodies aftect the Wits as well as 
the Bodies of their Children. We 
are ealily perſuaded to believe this in 
the Breeds of Horſes, Cocks, Dogs, 
and other Creatures; and I believe 
tis as viſible in Men. 


But 
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Bur to come cloſer to the buſineſs : 
the great diſtinguiſhing difference 
which is ſeen in the world between 
Men and Women, is in their Educa- 
tion ; and this is manifeſted by com- 
paring it with the difference between 
one Man or Woman, and another. 

And herein it is that I take upon me 
tro make ſuch a bold Aflertion, That 
all the World are miſtaken in their 
Practice about Women : ForlT cannot 
tink that God Almighty ever made 
them {ſo delicate, ſo glorious Creatures, 
and furni{ſh'd them with ſuch Charms, 
ſo Agreeable and ſo Delightful ro 
Mankind, wich Souls capable of the 
fame Accompliſhments with Men , 
and all to be only Stewards of our 
Houles, Cooks and Slaves. 

Not that I am for exalting the Fe- 
male Government in rhe leaſt : Bur, 
in ſhort, T wou'd have Men take Women 
for Companions, and Educate them to be 
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fit for it. A Woman of Senfe and 
Breeding will ſcorn as much to en- 
croach upon the Prerogative of the 

Man, as a Man of Senſe will ſcorn to 
oppreſs the Weakneſs of the Woman. 
But if the Womens Souts were rehn'd 
and improvd by "Feaching , that 
word wou'd be loſt; to ſay , The 
Weakneſs of the Sex, as to Judgment, 
wou'd be Nonſenſe; for Ignorance 
and Folly wou'd be no more to be 
found among Women than Men. ] 
remember a Paſlage which I heard 
from- a very Fine Woman , ſhe had 
Wit and Capacity enough, an Extra- 
ordinary Shape and Face, and a Great 
Fortune, but had been cloyiter'd up 
all her time, and for fear of being 
ſtoll'n had not had the liberty of being 
taught the common neceilary know- 
ledge of Womens Afairs; and when 
ſhe came to converſe in the world, 
her Natural Wit made her ſo {enfible 
= of 
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of the want of Education , that ſhe 
gave this ſhort RefleCtion on her ſelf 


I am aſhamd to talk, with my very 
Maids , ſays ſhe, for 1 don't know when 
they do right or wrong : I had more need 
g0 to School, than be Married. 


[ need not enlarge on the Loſs the 
Defe& of Education is to the Sex, 
nor argue the Benefit of the contrary 
Practice ; tis a thing will be more 
ealily granted than remedied : "This 


Chapter is but an FEflay ar the thing, 
and I refer the Practice to thoſe 
Happy Days, if ever they ſhall be, 
when men ſhall be wiſe enough to 
mend 1t. 
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Of 2 Courrtr-Mrercuanty 


Ask Pardon of the Learned Gentle- 

men of the Long Robe, if I do 'eni 
any wrong in this Chapter , having 
no deſign to affront 'em: when I 
ſay, That in Matters of Debate among 
Merchants, when they come to be ars 
gued by Lawyers at the Bar, they are 
ſtrangely handled. I my ſelf have 
heard very famous Lawyers make 
ſorry Work of a Cauſe betweeri the 
Merchant and his Factor ; and when 
they come to argue about Exchanges , 
Diſcounts, Proteſts, Demorages, Charter= 
Parties, Fraights, Port-Charges, Afſſuran* 
ces, Barratries, Bottomries, Accounts Cur 
rant, Accounts in Commiſſion , and Acs 
counts in Company, and the like, the 
Solicitor has not been able to draw a 
Brief, nor the Council to underſtand 
A it * 
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it : Never was Young Parſon more Ny, 
put to 1t to make-out his Text when RA 
hes got into the Pulpir without his 
Notes, than I have ſeen a Council at 
the Bar, when he wou'd make out a 
Cauſe berwenh wo Merchants: AndI 
remember a pretty Hiſtory of a patrti- 
cular Cale, by way of Inſtance, When 
two Merchants contending abbuc A 


ave bee 
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ways, 
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long Factorage-Account, that had all n 
the "Wiceths of Merchandizing in it; w , 
and labouring on both fides to 1n- Th , 
ſtruct their Council, and to put them A 


in when they: were out ; at laſt they Pau 
found-them make ſuch TS FR oe ſtuff unltanc 
off jt, that they both threw up the ning 
Cauſe, and agreed to 2 Reference; une 
which: Reference in one Week, with- Nei 
out any Charge , ended all the Di- Wa 
ſpute, which they had ſpent a great 

deal of Money in betore LO NO Pur» 
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- Nay, the-very Judges themſelves 
( no Reflection upon their Learning ) 
have been very much at a loſs in giving 


Inſtructions to a Jury,and Juries much 


more to underſtand them ; for when 
all is done , Juries , which are not 
always, nor often indeed of the 
Wiſeſt Men, are to be ſure ill Um- 
pires in Caules fo nice, that the very 
Lawyer and Judge can hardly under- 
ſtand them. | 
The Afﬀaoirs of Merchants are ac- 
companied with fuch variety of Cir- 
cumſtances, fuch new and unuſual 
Contingences , which change and dit- 
fer in every Age, with a multitude of 
Niceties and Punctilios; and thoſe 
again altering as the Cuſtoms and 
Uſages of Countries and States do al- 
ter ; that it has been found impracti- 
cable to make any Laws that could 
extend to all Cafes: And our Law it 
ſelf does tacitly acknowledge irs own 

A. 2 Im- 
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Imperfection in this Caſe, by allowing 
the Cuſtom of Merchants to paſs as a 
kind of Law, in caſes of Difhculty. 
Wherefore it ſeems to me a moſt 
Natural Proceeding, That ſuch Afﬀairs 
1{hou'd be heard before, and judg'd by 
ſuch as by known Experience and long 
Practice in the Cuſtoms and Uſages 
of Foreign Negoce, are of courſe 
the moſt capable to determine the 
ſame. 
| Beſides the Reaſonableneſs of the 
Argument, there are ſome Caſes in 
our Laws in which it is impoſlible for 
a Plaintiff to make out his Caſe, or a 
Defendant to makeout his Plea ; as in 
particular, when his Proofs are beyond 
Seas, for no Proteſts, Certifications, or 
Procurations are allow d in our Courts 
as Evidence; and the Damages are 
Infinite and Irretrievable by any of the 
Proceedings of our Laws, 
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For the anſwering all theſe Circum- 
ſtances , a Court might be erected by 


Authority ofParliament,to be compos'd 


of Six Judges Commiſſioners, who 
{ſhou'd have Power to Hear and De- 
cide as a Court of Equity, under the 
Title of, A Court-Merchant. 


The Proceedings of this Court 
ſhou'd be ſhort, the Trials ſpee- 


dy, the Fees eaſy, that every man 


might have immediate Remedy where 


Wrong is done : For in Trials at Law 


about Merchants Aﬀairs, the Circum- 


ſtances of the Caſe are often ſuch, as 
the long Proceedings of Courts of E- 
quity are more pernicious than in 
other Caſes ; becauſe the matters to 
which they are generally relating, are 
under greater Contingences than in 
other caſes, as Effects in hands abroad, 
which want Orders, Ships and Seamen 


* 2 _ hung 
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lying at Demoreage, and i in Pay, and 
the. like. 


Theſe Six Judges ſhou'd be choſen 
of the. moſt Eminent Merchants of 
the Kingdom, to refide in London, and 
ro have Power by Cemmillien to 
furmon a Council of Merchants , 
who {hou'd decide all Caſes on thi 
Hearing of both Parties, with ___ 
co the ſaid Judges. 

Alſo to py: by Commiſſion 
Petty Councils of Merchants in the 
moſt conſiderable Ports of the King- 
dom for the ſame purpole. 

TheSix ] udges themſelves to be on- 
iy Judges of Appeal; all Trials to be 
heard before the Fn of Merchants, 
by Methods and Proceedings Singular 
_ Concule. 

The Council to be {worn to do Ju- 
ſtice, and to be choſen annually out 


of the principal Merchants of che 
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The Proceedings here ſhou'd be 
without Delay ; the Plaintiff ro exhi- 
bit his Grievance by. way of Brief, and 
the Defendant to give in his Anſwer, 
and a time of Hearing to be appoint- 
ed immediately. 
The Defendant by Motion ſhall 
have liberty to pur off Hearing ; up- 
on ſhowing good Caule ; not other- 
wile. ororieg 
At Hearing , every man to argue 
his own Cauſe, it he pleaſes, or in- 
troduce any perſon to do it for him. 
Atteſtations and Proteſts from Fo- 
reign Parts, regularly procur'd, and 
authentickly ſfignifi'd in due Form, to 
pals in Evidence ; Afrdavits in due 
Form likewiſe atteſted and done before 
proper Magiſtrates within the King's 
Dominions , to be allowd as Ev 
dence. 


The Party griev'd may appeal to 


the Six Judges, before whom they ſhall 
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plead by Council , and from their 
Judgment to have 0 - 

By this Method Infinite Contro- 
verſies wou'd be avoided, and Diſputes 
amicably ended, a multitude of preſent 
Inconveniences avoided ; and Mer- 
chandizing-Matters Wwou d i in a Mer- 
chant-like manner be decided, by the 


known Cuſtoms and Methods of 
Trade. 


Of SEAMEN. 
= 1p obſervable , 


That whenever 


with any of: its Neighbours , rwo 
great Inconveniences conſtantly fol- 
low; one to the King, and one to 


Trade. 


(1.) That 


this Kingdom 1 Is engaged j in a War 
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(1.) That to the King is, That he 
is forced to preſs Seamen for the Man- 
ning of his Navy, and force themin- 
voluntarily into the Service : Which 
way of violent dragging men into the 
Fleet, is attended with ſundry il! cir- 
cumſtances : As, 


1. Our Naval Preparations are re« 
carded, and our Fleets always late, for 
want of Men; which has expos'd 
them not a little, and been the ruin 
of many a good and well-laid Expe- 
dition. 

2. Several Irregularities follow , as 
the Officers taking Money to diſmiſs 
Able Seamen , and filling up their 
Complement with raw and improper 
Perſons. AFINE 

3- Oppreſſions, Quarrelings , and 
oftentimes Murthers, by the raſhneſs 
of Preſs-maſters, and the obſtinacy 
of ſome unwilling to go. 


F. of A 
© * " 
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| 4. Alecret Averſion to the Service, 
from a Natural Principle, common 
to the Engliſh Nation, to hate Com- 
pulſion. ms 

5. Kidnapping people out of the 
Kingdom, robbing Houles, and pick- 
ing Pockets, frequently practiſed un- 
der pretence of Prefling ; as has been 
very much uled of late. 

With various Abuſes of the like 
nature, ſome to the King , and ſome 
70 the Subject. 


(2.) To Trade. By theextravagant 
Price ſet on Wages for Seamen, which 
they impoſe on the Merchant with a 
ſort of Authority , and he is obliged 
to give by reaſon of the Scarcity of 
Men ; and that not from a real want 
of Men; for in the heighth of a Prels, 
if a Merchant-man wanted Men, and 
could get a Protection for them , he 


might have any number immediately, 
EET and 
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and none: without it ; 


The Firſt of theſe chings has coſt 
the King above Three Millions Ster= 
ling, ſince the War, in theſe Three 
Particulars : 

1. Charge of Preſſing 0 on Sea, and 
on Show, and in ſmall Craft employ- 
ed for hat purpoſe. 

2. Ships lying in Harbour for want 

of Men, at a vaſt Charge of Pay and 
Victuals for thoſe they had. 
3. Keeping the whole Navy in 
conſtant Pay and Proviſions all the 
Winter, for fear of loſing the Men 
againſt Summer, which has now been 
done leveral "2000 beſides Bounty- 
Money and other Expences, to court 
and oblige the Seamen. 

The Second of theſe, (viz,) the 
great Wages paid by che Merchant, 
has colt T rage, ſince the War, above 


Twenty 
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- Twenty Millions Sterling. The Coal- 
Trade gives a Specimen of it, who 
for the firft Three Years of the War 
gave 9 1. a Voyage to Common Sea- 
men , who before failed for 36 s. 
which computing the number of Ships 
and Men uſed in the Coal-Trade , 
and of Voyages made, at 8 hands to 
a Veſlel, does modeſtly accounting 
make 896000 |. difference in one 
year, in Wages to Seamen inthe Coal- 
Trade only. 

For other Voyages , the difference 
of Sailors Wages is 50 5s. per Month, 
and 55 s. per Month, to Foremaſt- 
men, who before went for 26 s. per 
Month; beſtdes ſubjecting the Mer- 
chant to the Inſolence of the Seamen, 
who are not now to be pleaſed with 
any Proviſions , will admit no Halt- 
Pay, and command of the Captains 
even what they pleaſe; nay, the King 
himſelf can hardly pleaſe them, 
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For Cure of theſe Inconvemiences it 


he Cal. 


Wh | 


hey, is, the following Project is propos'd ; 
+) . | with which the SCAmen can have no rea- 
4 | ſon to be diſlatisfied, nor are not at all 
W y injurd; and yet the Damage ſuſtaind 
alta. will be prevented, and an immenſe 


Jak, Som of Money ſpard, which is now 


{quanderd away by the Profulſeneſs 
«(COM and Luxury of the Seamen: For if 
9 "| Prodigality weakens the Publick 
ntheſay Wealth of the Kingdom in general, 

then are the Seamen bur ill Commone. 
x die wealths-men, who are not viſtbly the 
fer Moni Richer for the prodigious Sums of 


\ Foremal Money paid them either by the King 


or 264. þ or the Merchant. 
Ak N20 T he Projett is this ; 


It 0 hi That by an Act of Parliament an 
e Capur Office or Court be erected, within the 
a, hel © Juriſdiction of the Court of Admiral- 
them, ty, and ſubject ro the Lord High Ad- 


miral ; 
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miral; or otherwiſe Independent, and 
ſubject only to a Parliamentary Aus 
thority; as the Commiſſion for taking 
and ſtating the Publick Accounts. 

In this Qburt or Ofhce, or the ſeve- 

ral Branches of it ( which to that end 
ſhall be ſubdivided, and plac'diin eve- 
ry Sea-Port in the Kingdom) ſhall be 
liſted and entred into irmmediate Pay 
all the Seamen in the Kingdom, who 
ſhall be divided into Colleges or 
Chambers of ſundry degrees, ſuitable 
to their ſeveral Capacities, with Pay 
in proportion to their Qualities ; - as 
Boys, Youths, Servants, Men Able, and 
Raw, Midſhip-men, Offcers, Pilots, Old 
Men, and Penſuners. "_ 
The Circumſtantials of this Office ; 
1. No Captain or Maſter of any 
Ship or Veſlel ſhou'd dare to hire or 
carry to Sea with him any Seaman, 
but ſuch as he ſhall receive from the 
Office aforeſaid, 
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2. No man whatſoever , Seaman 
or other, but applying himſelf to the 
ſaid Office to be employ'd as a Sailor, 
ſhou'd immediately enter into Pay, 
and receive for every Able Seaman 
24 5. per Month, and Juniors in pro- 
portion; to receive Half-Pay while un- 
employ d,and liberty to work for them- 
ſelves, only to be ar Call of the Ofhce, 
and leave an account where to be found. 
3. No Sailor cou'd deſert, becauſe 
no Employment wou'd be to be had 
elſewhere. 
4. All Ships at their clearing at the 
Cuſtom-houſe, ſhou'd receivea Ticket 
to the Office for Men, where wou'd 
be always Choice ratherthan Scarcity ; 


who ſhou'd be deliver'd over by the 


| Office to the Captain or Maſter, with- 


out any Trouble or Delay ; all liberty 
of Choice to be allow'd both to Ma- 
ſter and Men, only ſo as togive up all 
Diſputes to the Officers appointed to 
decide. TT Note, 
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Note, By this woud be avoided the 
great Charge Captains and Owners are 
at to keep Men on Board before they 
are ready to go ; whereas now thecare 
of getting Men will be over, and all 
come on board in one day ; for the 
Captain carrying the Ticket to the Of- 
fice, he may go and chuſe his Men, if 
he will ; otherwiſe they will be ſent on 
board him, by Tickets ſent to their 
Dwellings, to repair on board ſuch a as a 
Ship. of Ad 
would b 
5. For all theſe Men that the Cap- 6, N 
tain or Maſter of the Ship takes , he 
ſhall pay the Office, not the Seamen, 
28 s. per Month , ( which 4 s. per 
Month Overplus of Wages, will be 
employ'd to pay the Half-Pay to the 
men out of Employ ), and fo in pro- 
portion of Wages for Juniors. 
6. All Diſputes concerning the mu- 
tinying of Mariners, or other matrers 
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of Debate berween the Captains and 
Men, to be trid by way of Appeal, 
in 4 Coun for that purpoſe to be erect- 
ed as aforeſaid. 

z. All diſcounting of Wages, and 
Time,all Damages of Goods Avarages, 


ſtopping of Pay, and the like, to be 


adjuſted by {tated and Publick Rules, 
and Laws in Print, eftabli{hd by the 
ſame A& of Parliament ; by which 
means all litigious Suits in the Court 
of Admiralty ( which are Infinite ) 
would be prevented. 

8. No Ship that is permitted to 
enter at the Cuitom-Houſle , and take 
in Goods, {ould ever be retus'd Men, 
ordelay'd in thedeliveringthem Trove 
hve days after a mand made, and 4 
Ticker from the Cf mcroume deli- 
verd; general Caſes, as Arreſts and 
Embargoes, I cepred, 


Y 'T he 
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'The Conſequences of this Method. 


1. Bythis means the Publick wou'd 
have no want of Seamen, and all 
the Charges and other lnponveniences 
of Preſſing Men would be prevented. 

2. The intolerable Opprefſion upon 
Trade, irom the Exorbitance of Wa- 
ges, Inq Inſolence of Mariners, wou'd 
be taken off. 

-.: The following Sums of Money 
flo! d be paid to the Office, to lye in 
Bank as a Publick Fund - the Ser- 
vice of the Nation, to be diſpos d of 
by Order of Parliament, and not 
otherwiſe; a Committee being al- 
ways ubſticuted in the Intervals of 
the Seflion, to audit the Accounts , 
and a Meaſi iry for the Money, ro Be 
compos d of Members ot the Houſe, 
and to be chang d cve cry Seſſion of ——__E 
Hament, 
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1. Four Shillings per Month Wages 
advancd by the Merchants to the 
Office for the Men , more than the 
Office pays them. 

2. In conſideration of the reducing 
Mens Wages, and conſequently 
Fraights to the former Prices or near 
them, the Owners of Ships,or Merchants, 
{hall pay at che Importation of all 
Goods, 40s. per Ton Freight, to 
be ſtared upon all Goods and Ports 
in proportion ; reckoning it on 
Wine Tonnage irom Canaries, as the 
Standard , and on ſpecial Freights in 
proportion to the Freight formerly 
paid, and half the {aid Price in times 
of Peace. 

Note, This may well be done, and no 

| Burthen ; for if Freights are reduced 

to their former (Prices ( or near it ) 

as they will be if Wages are ſo too, 

then the Merchant may well pay it : 

As for Inſtance; Freight from Ja- 
pf 


2 maica 
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maica to London, formerly at 
6 [. 105. per Ton, nowat 18 ard 


20 I, From Virginia, at 5 l. to 


6 l. 10s. now at 14, 16, and 17 l. 
From Barbadoes, at 6 l. now at 161. 


From Oporto, at 2 |. now at 6 |. 
and the libe. 


The Payment of the aboveſaid 
Sums being a large Bank for a Fund, 
and it being ſuppoſed to be in fair 
hands, and currently managed , the 
Merchants ſhall further pay upon all 
- Goods ſhipp'd out, and ſhipp d on 
board from abroad, for and from any 
Port of this Kingdom, 4 l. per Cent. 
on the real Value, bona fide, to be 
{worn to, if demanded : In conf1de- 
ration whereof, the ſaid Office ſhall be 
obliged to pay and make good all 
Lofles, Damages, Avarages, and Ca- 

ſualties whatſoever, as fully as by the 
Cuſtom of Aſſurances now is done , 
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without any Diſcounts, Rebates, or 
Delays whatſoever ; the taid 4. l. per 
Cent. to be ſtated on the Voyage to 
x the Barbadoes, and enlarged or taken 
Now at 16] off, in proportion to the Voyage, by 
wy ht Rules and Laws, to be Printed and 
publickly known. 
Reſerving only, "That then, as rea- 
: aboih fon good , the {aid Office {hall have 
fora nl Power to direct Ships of all ſorts, how, 
) be i fi and in what manner , and how long 
naged, t they ſhall fail, with, or wait for Con- 
ay upon Voys ; and {hall have Power ( with 


jad 17, 


ſhippd | Limitations ) to lay Embargoes ON 
nd troma Ships, in order to compoſe Fleets for 
4. jr (ot the benefit of Convoys. 

ful, of 

 [n conld | Theſe Rules, formerly noted, to 


fc ſhall extend to all Trading by Sea, the 
ke goo! , Coalting and Home-Fiſhing Trade 


ves, and excepted ; and for them it ſhould be: 
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or 6 —_ * 
 - Y Z Fir [tk 


326 ArEſy 


Firſt, For Coals ; the Colliers be-. 
ing provided with Men at 28 5s. per 
Month , and Convoys in ſufhcient 
number , and proper Stations from 
Thmatklr to the River, ſo as they 
need not go in Fleets, has as Wind 
and Weather preſents, pn all the way 

under the Protection of the Men of 
War, who ſhou'd be continually crui- 
{in ng. from Station to Station ; they 
would be able to perform their Voyage 
in as ſhort time as formerly, -and at as. 
cheap Pay, and conſequently. cou'd_ 
afford to {ell their Coals ar 17: s. per 
Chaldron, as. well as formerly at 
15S. | | 


Wherefore there ſhou'd be. paid 
into the _ Treaſury appointed at 
Newcaſtle, by Bond to be paid 
where they deliver, 10 5s. per Chal- 
dron, Newcaſtle Meaſure; and the me 
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ted Price at London to be 27 5s. per 
Chaldron in the Pool , which 1s 3o s. 
at the Buyers Houſe ; and is fo far 
from being dear, a time of War eſpe- 
cially, as it is cheaper than ever was 
known in a War; and the Officers 
ſhou'd by Proclamation confine the 
Seller to that Price. 


In conſideration allo of the Charge 
of Convoys, the Ships bringing Coals 
ſhall all pay 1 [. per Cent. oa the Value 
of the Ship, to be agreed onat the Oft- 
hce; and all Convoy-Money exacted 
by Commanders of Ships, {hall be re- 
linquiſh'd, and the Office to make good 
all Lofles of Ships , not Goods , that 
{hall be loſt by Enemies only. 


Theſe Heads indeed are ſuch aswou d 
need ſome Explication, if the Expe- 
riment were to be made ; and, with 
{nbmiſion, wou'd reduce the Seamen 

Y 4. CC? 
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to better Circumſtances, at leaft 
'rwou d have them in readinels for any 
Publick Service much ealter than 
by all the late methods of En- 
couragement by regiſtring Sea- 
men, Cc. 
For by this Method all the Sea- 
men in the Kingdom {hou'd be the 
King's hired Servants, and receive 
their Wages from him, whoever em- 
ploy'd them ; and no man cou'd hire 
or employ the, but from him : The 
Merchant ſhou'd kire them of the 
King, and pay the King for them ; 
nor wou d there be a Seaman in Eng- 
land out of Employ, which, by the way, 
' wou d prevent their ſeeking Ser vice abroad: 
If they were not actually at Sea, they 
wou d receive Half-Pay, and might 
beemploy'd in Works abour the Yards, 
Stores, and Navy , - 6 Koop a}l things 
In Repair k 
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If a Fleet or Squadron was to be 
ficred out, they wou d be mann in 
a Week's time , for all the Seamen 
in England woud be ready Nor 
wou'd they be {hye of the Service ; 
for it is not an Averſion to the King's 5 
Service; nor tis not that the Dury is 
harder in the Men of War than the 
Merchant-men; nor tis not fear of 
Danger which makes our Seamen 
lurk, and hide, and hang back in a 
time of War ; bur 'rix Waves is the 
matter: 24 s. per Month in the King's 
Service, and 40 tO 5©O 5s. per Month 
trom the Merchant, is the true cauſe ; 
= the Seaman 1s 1n the right of 1t 
roo ; for who woud lerve his King 
- Countrey , and fight, and be 
knock'd o the head at 24 s. per Month 
chat can have 50 s. without thar ha- 
zard: And till this be remedied, in 
vain are all the Encouragements 
which can be given to Seamen ; for 
they 
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they tend but to make them Infolent, 
and encourage their Extravagance. 

Nor wou d this Proceeding be any: 
damage to the Seamen in general ; for 
2.4 5. per Month Wages, and to be. 
kept in conſtant Service, or Half- 
Pay when idle, 1s really better to the 
Seamen than 45 s. per Month, as 
they now take it , conſidering how 
long they often lye idle on ſhore, out 
of Pay : For the extravagant Price 
of Seamens Wages, tho' it has been 
an Intolerable Burthen to Trade, has 
not vilibly enrich'd the Sailors ; and 
they may as well be content with 24s. 
per Month now as formerly. 


On the other hand, Trade woud 
be ſenfibly ievivd by it, the intole- 
rable Price of Freights wou'd be redu- 
ced, and the Publick wou'd reap an 
immenſe Benefit by the Payments men- 
tiond inthe Propoſal; as, 
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(1.) 4 5s. per Month upon the Wa- 
ges of all the Seamen employ d by the 
Merchant; which if weallow 200000 
Seamen always in Employ, as there 
cannot be leſs in all the Ships be- 
longing to England, 1s 40000 [. per 
Month. 

(2.) 40 s. per Ton Freight Upon 
all Goods imported. 

(3.) 4 per Cent. on the Value of all 
Goods exported or imported. 

(4.) 10 5s. per Chaldron upon all 
the Coals ſhippd at Newcaſtle ; and 
1 per Cent. on the Ships which carry 


chem. 


What theſe Four Articles wou'd 
pay to the Exchequer yearly , twou'd 
be very difhcult to calculate., and I 
am too near the End of this Book to 
attempt 1t : Bur I believe no Tax ever 
given {ince this War, has come near it. 


'Tis 
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 *Tis true, out of this the Publick 
wou'd be to pay Half-Pay to the Sea- 
men who {hall be out of Employ, and 
all the Loſles and Damages on Goods 
and Ships; which tho it might be conſi- 
derable, wou'd be ſmall, compar'd to 
the Payment aforeſaid; for as the Pre- 
mio of 4. per Cent. is but ſmall, fo the. 
Satery lies upon all men being bound 
co Inſure: For I believe any one will 
grant me this, 'tis not the ſmallneſs of 
a Premio Ruins the Enſurer, bur 'tis 
the ſmallneſs of the Quantity he In- 
{ures; and I am not at all aſham'd ro 
affirm, That ler but a Premio of 4 l. 
per Cent. be paid into one Man's hand 
for all Goods Imported and Exported, 
and any Man may be the General En- 
ſurer of the Kingdom, and yet that 
Premio can never hurt the Merchant 
neither. 
So that the vaſt Revenue this wou'd. 
raiſe, wou'd be felt no where, net- 
ther 
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ther Poor nor Rich wou'd Pay the 
more for Coals; Foreign Goods 
wou'd be brought Lothie cheaper, and 
our own Goods carrid to Market 
cheaper ; Owners woud get more by 
Ships, Merchants by Goods , and 
Lofles by Sea wou d be no Loſs at all 
to any Body, becauſe Repaid by the 
Publick Stock. 

Another unſeen Advantage wou'd 
ariſe by ir, we ſhou'd be able to out- 
work all our Neighbours, even the 
Dutch theraſelves, by Sailing as cheap, 
and carrying Goods AS cheap in 4a 
time of War as in Peace, an Advan- 
tage which has more in it, than is 
eaſily thought of, and RS have a 
noble influence upon all our Foreign 
Trade. For what cou'd the Dutch * 
in Trade, if we coud carry our 
Goods to Cadis at 50s. per Ton Freight, 
and they give 8 or 10l. and the Tike 
in other Places? Whereby we cou'd 


be 
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be able to Sell cheaper or ger more 
thau our Neighbours. 

There are ſeveral conſiderable ciau- 
ſes might be added to this Propoſal, 
ſome of great advantage to the Ge- 
neral Trade of the Kingdom, ſome 
to particular Trades, and more to the 
Publick ; bur I avoid being too Parti- 
cular in things which are but the Pro- 
duct of my own private Opinion. 

If the Government ſhoudever pro- 
ceed to the Experiment, no queſtion 
but much more than has been hinted 


at wou'd appear ; nor do I lee any 
oreat difhculty in the Attempt , or 
who wou'd be aggrievd at it; and 
there I leave it, rather wiſhing than 
expecting to ſee it undertaken. 
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The Concluſion. 


Pon a Review 'of the ſeveral Chapters 

of this Book, I find that inſtead of 
being able to go further, ſome things may 
have ſuffer d for want of being fully ex- 
prels'd ; which if any perſon objett againſt, 
I only ſay, I cannot now avoid it : I have 
endeavour'd to keep to my Title, and of- 
fer*d but at an Eſſay; which any one is at 
liberty to go on with as they pleaſe; for I 
can promiſe no Supplement. As to Errors 
of Opinion, tho? I am not yet convinc'd of 
any, yet I no where pretend to L[nfallibility : 
However, I do not willingly aflert any 
thing which TI have not g.00d Grounds for. 
It lam miſtaken, ler him chat finds the Er- 
ror, inform the World better, and never 


_ trouble himſelf to antimadvert upon this, 


ſince I allure him I ſhall not enter 1ato any 
Pen and Ink Contelt on the matter. 

As to Objections which may lye againſt 
any of the Propoſals made in this Book, I 
Þave 1n ſome places mention'd {uch as oc- 
curr'd to my Thoughts. I {hall never aſſume 
that Arrogance to pretend no other or fur- 

ther 
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ther ObjeQtions may be rais'd ; but I do real- 
ly believe no ſuch Objection can be rais'd, 
as will overthrow any Scheme here laid 
down, ſo as to render the thing impraQtica- 
bile: Neither do I think but that all men 
will acknowledge moſt of the Propoſals in 
this Book would be of as great, and perhaps 
greater Advantage to the Publick, than I 
have pretend<d to. | 

As for ſuch who read Books only to find 
out the Author's faux Pas, who will quar- 
rel at the Meanneſs of Stile, Errors of 
Pointing , Dulneſs of Expreſſion, or the 
like, I have but little to fay to them 3 
I chought I had corrected it very carefully , 
and yet ſome Miipointings and ſmall Er- 
rors have {lipt me, which 'tis too late to 
help : As to Language, I have been rather 
careful to make it ſpeak Emnzliſh ſuitable to 
the Manner of the Story, than to dreſs it up 
with Exactneſs of Stile ; chuling rather 
ro have ir Free and Familiar, according to 
the Nature of Eſſays, than to ſtrain ata Per- 
fe&tion of Language, which I rather wiſh for, 
than pretend to be Viaſter of. 


{ NtroduCtion, Page 3. Line 7. for Elodgments read Lodgments. 
P:ge 9. Line 19. put the Co:z1mn between probable and ſo; 
P,g2 316, Lins 10, for 896000 read 89Goo, 


